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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


Art. 1.—The History of the Church of Christ, particularly in its 
Lutheran Branch, from the Diet of Augsburg, a.D. 1530, to the 
Death of Luther, a.v. 1546; intended as a continuation of Milner’s 
Church History. By Joun Si ott, M.A. Vicar of North Fe rriby, 
and Minister of St. Mary’s, Hull. Seeley, London, 1826. 


Tuts work is intended as a continuation of the Ecclesiastical History 
which was commenced by the Rev. Joseph Milner, and continued to 
the year a.p. 1530 by his brother Dr. Isaac Milner, the late Dean 
of Carlisle. The elegance of the style in which that history is 
written, the spirit of piety which pervades it, and the interest 
with which the subject is invested by the talents and the ingenuity of 
the writers, have rendered it (notwithstanding some objections which 
may be made to it) a popular and a standard work; so that it is often 
found in the hands of the ecclesiastical student, while the dry and 
laborious volumes of Mosheim are neglected. 

There is no part of ecclesiastical history more interesting than that 
which contains the account of the Reformation, when the day-spring 
from on high again broke forth after so many ages of darkness, and 
Christianity at length burst the fetters’ which had so long enchained 
the moral and intellectual faculties of mankind: and it is an edifying 
employment to trace the progress of the great leaders of the Reforma- 
tion, in deducing the principles of true religion from the records of 
truth, and, under the guidance of the great master-genius of Luther, 
in securing the religious liberties of mankind. 

The preceding volumes of the Milners bring us down to the year 
1530. The Reformation had then been thirteen years in progress: 
its champions, undismayed by the difficulties which encompassed them 
on every side, had triumphed over the dangers which threatened to 
overwhelm them; and they were not only respected but feared by the 
corrupt supporters of the Papal power. ‘Their situation was one of 
extreme danger and difficulty. The whole power of the court of 
Rome, supported by the influence of the Emperor and all the States 


VOL. IX. NO, XII, J A 








726 Scott's Continuation of Milner’s Church History. 


who were connected with the Pope, was arrayed against them. Their 
situation presented a choice of difficulties; and though, from their 
former experience, they had little to hope from the effects of a 
general council, it was their only resource if they could obtain one 
upon terms in the least favourable to their cause. As however the 
fears of Clement prevented the accomplishment of this, the effect of a 
diet of the empire was once more to be tried ; which was accordingly 
summoned to meet at Augsburg on the 8th of April, in the year 


1530.—The history of the proceedings of this dict, and the celebrated 


Confession which was presented by the Protestants as containing an 
account of their faith, form the subject of the first chapter of 
Mr. Scott’s volume. 

Mr. Scott gives an interesting account of the preliminary proceedings 
of the diet, of the arrival of the different princes at Augsburg, and 
the “ preparations which were made for entering upon the important 
affairs for which they were summoned.’”* Among the principal divines 
who attended the council on the part of the Papists were, Faber, 
Eccius, Cochleus, and De Wimpina; on the side of the Protestants, 
Melancthon, Justus Jonas, Spalatinus, and Agricola.—There were also 
Bucer, Hedio, and Capito from Strasburg ; but they leaned more to 
Zuinglius than Luther. ‘The Elector of Saxony took Luther with him 
as far as Coburg; but fearing for his safety, or not willing to offend the 
Emperor by bringing an ex ommunicated person into his presence, he 
left him in the castle of that city, as being a place at once of conve- 
nience and security, where he might be informed of all that passed, 
and give his counsel if required.+ 

On the 12th of May the diet met. The Confession, which had 
been drawn up some time, and for which Luther had furnished the 
materials, though it had received its present form from the clear and 
eloquent pen of Melancthon, was presented to the diet. The Emperor 
(Charles V.) wished the papers to be delivered to him, and promised 
to hear them the next day in private. To this, however, the Protestant 
princes earnestly and strenuously objected, and pressed for permission 
to read them in full diet. ‘This was denied to them; but they were 
allowed to read in the presence of the princes of the empire, and the 
leading persons assembled at the diet. 

‘The Confession made a deep impression upon the princes. The 
printing of it was indeed forbidden; but it was soon translated into 
numerous languages, and manuscript copies were circulated in all the 
courts of Europe. f 
The impression which the Confession made upon those who were 


+ Ibid, pp. 6, 7, from Seckendorf. 
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present, was very striking in the instance of the Bishop of Augsburg, 
who proved himself to be a man not only of great candour, but of deep 
piety. For after hearing the Confession, he is related to have said, 
“What has been recited is true; pure truth; we cannot deny it.” 
And some time after, when he was among the commissioners appointed 
to bring about an agreement, if possible, between the parties, we have 
the following account of his conduct: 


After much dispute, the Bi hop of Augsburg, the diocesan of the pl ice, and 
a man of prudence and firmness, rose, and ina pious and solemn discourse, 
entreated the princes and prelates to guard, with anxious care, against deter- 
mining any thing contrary to the word of God, and inconsistent with rectitude 
and justice. It was too true, he said, and manifest to all men, that the 
Lutherans, in what they maintained, had hitherto opposed no one article of the 
Christian faith: and this being the case, dt became all who feared God and 
loved peace, earnestly and frequently to ¢3fcider by what means the ancient 
tranquillity might be restored and preserved.* 

The diet of Augsburg is an era in the history of the Reformation ; 
and the Protestant Confession, to which it gave origin, is a noble 
monument of the piety, the learning, and the moderation of the 
Reformers. It was a noble avowal at a time when the minds of 
men were too much affected by the bigotry and prejudices of the age 
to lend an impartial ear to the truth, and to receive the pure and 
spiritual doctrines of genuine Christianity, of the great and leading 
doctrines and principles of the Reformation. It has stood the test of 
ages; and some of the most illustrious Confessions of other Protestant 
Churches, and of our own in particular, have been indebted to this 
invaluable exposition of Christian doctrine, which was produced by the 


piety and the learning of Melancthon. 

There is no article, he observes,} answering to the seventeenth of our Church, 
on pre destination and election. ‘The « nly notice of the subj ct which I have 
observed, is under the twentieth article, which laying down a doctrine similar to 
that of our Church, concerning the promises of God being in such wise to be 
received as they are generally set forth in Holy Scripture, says, “As the 
preaching of repentance is universal, so also the promise of grace is universal, 
and requires all men to believe and accept the benefit of Christ;” and then 
adds, “ The re is no need her > lor discussi ns respecting predestin ition, and 
the like toy ics.” 

It would seem also not to admit the doctrine of final perseverance. At least 
it says (Art. X.) “ We condemn the Anabaptists, who deny that persons once 
justified can lose the Holy Spirit again.” The subject of the Sacraments like- 
wise appears to be slightly treated in the Confession, as compar d with our 


Articles.— Pp. 13, 44. 
With regard to the slight mention which is made of the Sacraments, 


* Scott. From Seckendorf, pp. 25, 26. 

+ Mr. Scot " a nt of the Confession, which contains an admirabl 

position of t ! 1 the Reformation. For this we must refer our the 
history, and to the Cor ssion itself, which is contained in the Syllo e i ionum, 


at 


published at Oxford in 1804. We pass on to the remaining remarks of Mr. Scott on 


ome particular features in the Confession itself. 
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it is sufficiently accounted for from the consideration, that this subject 
formed a serious, and in many respects a fatal subject of difference 
amongst the Reformers themselves. And though Mr. Scott appears 
to consider the other subjects, which we mentioned, as of “ inferior 
importance,” (p. 43), we confess that we cannot exactly agree with him in 
this opinion, Inferior they certainly are to the great and leading subjects 
of the Confession; but they are important, as containing the clear and 
explicit opinions of the great movers of the Reformation on subjects 
which have painfully affected the peace of the Church; and important 
also, as shewing the discretion of the Reformers in avoiding dis- 
cussion on points of doctrine, when that discussion could lead to no 
possible good. 

The Popish divines at length presented their “ Refutation” of the 
Confession, which afforded matter of great triumph to the Reformers 
from the weakness of its arguments, and the evident fear which it shewed 
of provoking discussion on those points which formed the subject of 
dispute; and though the determinations of the diet bore sufficiently hard 
upon the Protestants, yet, on the whole, it may be considered to have 
advanced the cause of the Reformation. 

The second chapter of Mr. Scott’s work contains an account of the 
events connected with the Reformation, which occurred between the 


diet of Augsburg and the pacification of Nuremberg, a.p. 153 


The harsh terms in which the recess of the diet was couched, led 
to that confederation amongst the Protestants which is known by the 
name of the League of Smalkald. But we pass over this, and the many 
other interesting subjects contained in this period, to the consideration 
of some events, which had a material influence on the Reformation, in 
the death of three persons who had been its chief supporters, Zuin- 
glius, Cicolampadius, and the Elector of Saxony. 


The first of these (observes Mr. Scott) was Zuinglius, the Swiss reformer. 
He, as is well known, lost his life in a battle fought between the troops of 
Zurich and Berne on the one side, and those of the Catholic cantons on the 
other. Zuinglius’s acc ompanying the troops, not as an officer, but as a pastor 
or chaplain, was in conformity with the custom of his country, and the call 
expressly made upon him by the senate. He had disapproved of the proceed- 
ings of his countrymen which led to the conflict, so much so as to have proposed 
to quit Zurich; and he seems to have gone out with the army in some hope of 
effecting a reconciliation between the parties; but the engagement was brought 
on suddenly, and the reformed suffers lefeat. Thrice he was thrown down 
and as often recovered himself; but at length he received a wound in the throat 
from a spear, which he supposed mortal; when, sinking down on his knees, h¢ 
exclaimed, in the spirit of a true Christian hero, “Is this to be esteemed a 
calamity? They can kill the body, but the soul they cannot touch.” When 
the soldiers came to strip the slain, he was found yet alive, lying on his back, 
with his hands clasped together, and his eyes lifted up to heaven. He was 
asked if he wished 
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a confessor to be sent for; then, if he would invoke the 
Virgin; and, on his declining both, he was instantly despatched. When the 
body was discovered to be that of Zuinglius, it was condemned, by a military 
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tribunal, to be cut in quarters, and then burned to ashes; which barbarous but 
impotent sentence was accordingly carried into execution. Some days before 
the expedition, while a general agitation prevailed, he had said publicly—“ I 
know to what all this tends, as far as I am concerned; it is to remove me from 
the world.”—Pp. 118, 119. 

The death of Zuinglius took pl ice on the 11th of October, 1531, in th lorty- 
fourth year of his age; and it was followed, on the 1st of December, by that of 
his intimate friend and fellow-labourer Cx olampadius of Basle, who was only 
five years older. His death was supposed to be hastened by grief for the | Ss 
which he himself, and the churches at large, had sustained by tle death of 


Zuinglius. He was an eminently learned and peaceable, yet zealous and highly 
useful character, and the chief instrument of the Reformation at Basle. In a 
letter written to some ministers at Ulm, three weeks after the death of his friend, 
he expresses how much he was affected by that event; but, he says, “ I know 


1] 


well the faith which those men” (Zuinglius and some others who had fallen with 
him) “ reposed in God, so that no ill could befal them; but when I think of 
the false sentiments and wrong inferences with which the minds of the simple 





are assailed, and which cannot be counteracted, this affects me most de ply 4 
He was fifteen days confined to his bed; during which time he constantly pro 
nounced that his disease w prove mortal, and, * with his whole soul, longed 
for his transition to the light of heaven.” He waited not for consolation from 
others, but administered it to all who approached him. He made no will, 
having nothing to leave, tl l h hi parents | id been people of good sul lance; 
but addressing his three children by name, (who, however, were too young to 
understand him) he bade them “ love God as their father;” and, turning to hi 
wife, and her mother, and other relations, “conjured them to train up his children 
in piety, peaceableness, and integrity.”—Pp. 120, 121. 


The remaining part of the account of the last days of this valuabk 
man, and particularly his address to his brother ministers, is well 
worthy of that high character which the whole tenor of his previous 
life had established. Nothing can be more edifying or improving, not 
only to Christians in general, but to Christian Ministers in particular, 
than familiarity with scenes like the > They prove that the most 
exalted attainments in human and divine learning are perfectly com- 
patible with true piety; and that, whatever may be their acquire- 
ments in theological knowledge, they can only secure comfort at their 
dying hour by a steady and heartfelt devotion to their duty. “ Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is 
Pt ace.” 

The removal of these two great men was, of course, a subject of joy 
to all the enemies of the Reformation. And it isa striking proof of the 
infirmity of human nature, that even Luther did not altogether abstain 
from harsh and uncharitable remarks on the removal of these persons, 
who had differed from him on the subject of the Sacrament. But how 
admirable are the reflections of Father Paul on this event! 

Surely, he says, it is a pious and religious thought, to attribute the disposal 
of every event to the providence of God; but to determine to what end thos« 
events are directed by that high wisdom, is not far from presumption. Men 
are so straitly and religiously wedded to their own opinions, that they are 


} 


persuaded God loveth and favour th their tenets as much as themselves do. Bat 
the things that happened afterwards shewed, that the cantons called Gospellers, 
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made greater progress in the doctrine received than before :—a manifest arcu 


ment that it came from a higher source than the labours of Zuinglius !* 


In the year following, on the 16th of August, 1532, died the excel- 
lent Elector of Saxony. He had been the firm and steady friend of 
Luther from the beginning, and had promoted, by all the means in his 
power, the cause of the Reformation; and though naturally timid, had 
shewn a degree of resolution and firmness under many circumstances 
of great trial, which proved his earnestness and zeal in the great cause. 

Happily the Reformation lost no ground by the death of John. The new 
elector, no less attached to the opinions of Luther than his father, occupied the 
station which he had held at the head of the protestant party, and defended, 


with the boldness ind zeal of \ uth, that cause which J hin had fo tered and 
supported with the caution of more advanced age.—P. 129. 


Notwithstanding all these apparently adverse events, the cause of 
the Gospel still triumphed, and the Reformation was continually 
spreading itself in Germany, Switzerland, and other parts of the con- 
tinent; and in England, France, Belgium, and the dominions of George 
Duke of Saxony, many suffered for the truth. About this time also 
lindal’s translation of the Bible into English appeared, and Calvin 
so celebrated in after times) first appeared on the stage of the reli- 
gious world; everywhere was that divin light shining forth, which 
has continually been increasing in splendour till it shone more and 
more unto the perfect day. 

] 


The third chapter includes the period from the pacification of 
| pacer 


Nuremberg, to the convention of Francfort ; the early part of which» 


together with some years that followed, was occupied by intrigues 
and discussions with regard to a general council; which was, however, 
constantly avoided by the Pope. Passing over, however, the general 


history of this period, we proceed to notice some of the more 


interesting events recorded in it. The first of these is the death of 
Erasmus, which took piace in the year 1536, at Basle. It is perhaps 
difficult to form a just estimate of the character of this extraordinary 


man. All must admit the depth of his learning, and the extent and 


variety of his acquirements. He must always be regarded as one of 
the most accomplished scholars that ever lived, and the restorer of 
elegant learning in an age of great ignorance and bigotry. We must 
never forget how much we are indebted to his labours in the criticism 
and interpretation of the Scriptures; and the severity with which he 
attacked the corruptions of the Church of Rome, had a very powerful 


* F. Paul. 56, 57, quoted by Mr. Scott, who adds, ‘‘ That so determined a papist 
as Sir Thomas More should say of Zuinglius and Cicolampadius, ‘Quorum nuntiata mors 
mihi letitiam attulit,”’ ne¢ 1 not p rhaps excite irprise ; but that Erasmus should write 
** Bene habet, quod duo coryphi perierunt, Zui us in acie, CEcolampadius paulo post 

wat ce. + t} 


bri et aposthemate. Quod si ill ivisset €vvaAwos actum erat de nobis,—this may 
ism. Ep. XXX. Luther however expressed himself diffe- 


rently afterward with regard to Zuinglius 
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effect in the early stages of the Reformation. We cannot but regret 
that his subsequent conduct should have cast a shade on his exalted 
character; and we must lament to see any want of consistency in a 
person who had such means of forming a right judgment on every 
subject. He had discrimination enough to see the errors and cor- 
ruptions of the Church of Rome, but he had not the courage to avow 
it openly as he ought to have done, and to espouse what he knew to 
be the cause of truth. On the one side was arrayed the preponderance 
of wealth and power; on the other he saw nothing but persecution 
and danger: and therefore he adhered to the strongest side. His 
anxiety to stand well with both parties, led him into repeated incon- 
sistencies; and his fear of offending those who were in authority, made 
him first cool towards the Reformers, and afterwards led him into open 
hostility against them. His artful and submissive letter to Clement 
on his elevation to the Papal throne, and to Cardinal Campegio, which 
are mentioned by Dr. Milner,* and his unmanly and unchristian sen- 
timents on the death of Zuinglius and Ccolampadius, which have been 
before referred to, are strong proofs of this inconsist ney of character. 

During the period of this chapter, much communication took place 
between the court of England and German Protestants. Mutual 
letters and embassies passed; and Henry VIII. corresponded per- 
sonally, not only with the princes, but with Melancthon. However, 
after the promulgation of the famous law of the ‘Six Articles,” they 
became shy of having any communication with him. Luther's sen- 
timents on this occasion are very characteristic of the man. ‘“ He was 
glad” (he observes in a letter to the Elector of Saxony ) that He nry 
had thrown off the mask. He had demanded to be head and defender 
of the Gos} 
wealth had so inflated him, that he would be adored as a god.” 3 “* He 


vel in Germany: away with such a head! His power and 


is fit,” added the Reformer, “ for a Pope himself; so crafty and 
designing is he!”+ ‘ Melancthon,” (Mr. Scott observes) “ whose bold- 
ness appears to have risen in proportion to the disappointment which 
he felt at Henry’s conduct, wrote directly to the king himself a long 
and faithful expostulation.”t 

This chapter contains some interesting accounts of the progress of 


Ives 


the Reformation, and of some openings which manifested thems« 
in Italy. We are compelled to pass over these events, and we refer 
our readers to Mr. Scott for his account of the convention of Francfort, 
which at once afforded security and encouragement to the friends of 


the Protestant cause.§ 


* Vol. V. pp. 236, 2937. See Seckendorf, lib. ii. § 76. 
t Scott, pp. 185, 186. S ckendorf, iii. 224—-228. 
t Ibid, p. 186. Mr. Scott observes of this letter of Melancthon, “I have seen few 


things more honourable to Melancthon than this epistle.’”’ 
§ Ibid, pp- 904—206. 








732 Scott's Continuation of Milner’s Church Historu. 


The fourth chapter contains an interesting account of several inci- 
dents connected with the period contained in the preceding chapter. 
‘The first of these, is an interview between Luther and Vergerio, who 
had been sent by the Pope into Germany, that he might endeavour, 
if possible, to bring over Luther and Melancthon, or any of the more 
eminent divines. The history of this interview is given by Mr. Scott 
from a narrative contained in Luther's German works: 


Vergerio (it states) came to Wittemberg on the evening of November 6, 
1535, with a splendid retinue, and was conducted to the castle with all due 
honour by the provincial government. The next morning Luther sent for his 
barber at an early hour, and told him he was summoned to attend the nuncio of 
his holiness the Pope, and he would by no means go in dishabille, for he wished 
to look young, that his enemies might think that he had along time yet to live. 
He then put on his best suit, and a golden ornament (a present from the 
elector) about his neck, and remarked, when his attendant expressed some 
surprise, “This is the way in which we must deal with these foxes and 
serpents.” Then getting into a chariot whieh had been sent for him from the 
castle, accompanied by Bugenhagius, he said, “‘ Here go the Pope of Germany 
and Cardinal Pomeranus!” After much conversation, in which Luther declared 
to Vergerio his conviction that a council was not seriously proposed by the 
Pope, in answer to a question from Vergerio, “whether the ministers in 
Saxony were consecrated,’ he replied, “ Certainly: as the Pope will not consecrate 
them for us, here sits a bishop (pointing to Pomeranus) whom we have con- 
secrated.” Much more conversation, says the author of the narrative passed 
between them, in which Luther fully explained his views with the utmost 


freedom, and even, where the case required, with sharpness of remark. On 


taking leave, Vergerio said, “‘ See that you be ready for the council.” ‘I will 
come,” replied Luther, ‘‘ with my life in my hand.”’* 

This narrative is extremely characteristic of Luther; and affords a 
fair specimen of the feelings, with which he treated the power and 
pretensions of the Roman Pontiff. 

The following anecdote is extremely creditable to the character of 


this great man, and places it in a most amiable point of-view. 


Under the auspices of Bucer, a meeting of some of the leading divines of the 
Protestant cause was held at Wittemberg, in 1536, with a view to healing 
some of the divisions which had been caused by the Sacramental controversy. 
On the day that Bucer preached at Wittemberg, Luther invited him to supper, 
ind, after commending his sermon, observed, however, that “he could preach 


better than Bucer.” Bucer courteously assented, saying, that “ by universal 


fT) 

onsent belonged to Luther.” Luther then speaking seriously said, ‘* Do not 
think that I am vainly boasting: I am conscious of my own slender stores; nor 
could I preach so ingenious and learned a sermon as you have done to-day: 
but my practice is this, when I mount the pulpit, I consider what is the 
character of my hearers, most of whom are rude and uninstructed people— 
almost Goths and Vandals, and I preach to them what I think they can under- 
stand: but you rise aloft, and soar into the clouds; so that your sermons suit 
the learned: but are unintelligible to our plain people. I endeavour to copy 


the mother, who thinks her child better fed with the simple milk of the breast, 
than with the most costly confections.”+ Well, therefore, might the pious and 
learned Seckendorf remark, with regard to the character of Luther’s preaching ; 
“‘f do not deny,” he says, “‘ that there are to be found at this day, commentaries 


* Scot’, pp. 207—209 + Ib. pp. 216, 217. eckendorf, iii. 131 
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on the Sacred Writings distinguished by erudition, eloquence, and deep research 
but I confess I much doubt, whether there ever existed a man, wl I 
in extemporaneous language (for thus Luther delivered his lectures) a 1 
forcible and more edifying exposition of the Word of God.”* 


The fifth chapter contains the history of the Church from the ¢ 


vention of Francfort, to the diet of Ratisbon in 1541. This 
remarkable for the death of the Duke of Saxony, who had be¢ 
the beginning the firm and determined enemy of the Reforn 
This and the following chapter contain very copious acco 
Luther’s writings during this period, from which Mr. Scott giv« 
many valuable extracts. We regret that we are compelled to 

Mr. Scott with disrespectful, if not unfair treatment of Bis 

where, speaking of the corruption of the doctrine of justificat b 
Romanists, in attributing to other virtues “ the office of just 
much, and in the same way as to faith itself,” he remarks in 
‘“* This is expressly the doctrines of that storehouse,” from \ 
much modern divinity is drawn, Bishop Bull’s Harmonia Apos' 
‘‘ Nothing more,” he says, “ is to be attributed to faith in this bi 


than to other virtues, I. vr. Nay, in his Examen Censure, or defen 
1 


of his work, he affirms, that “in Scripture, our justification 1 


frequently ascribed to other virtues than to faith.” 

We are indeed astonished that Mr. Scott should put forth the 
scanty extracts as a satisfactory exposition of Bishop Bull’s opini 
the subject of justification. It is at all times dangerous 
without the context, and especially in a case where the terms of | 
argument are so differently understood. It is quite impossible fon 
to enter upon this subject at present, but we will ask, is M 
aware of Bishop Bull’s definition of faith? Faith, he says, con 
knowledge, assent, and reliance. He observes, there may be / 
ledge without practice, the assent of the mind without the love 
heart, and reliance upon the promises without a sincere endeay ti 
perform the conditions of the Gospel ; therefore, he concludes, fai 
alone is not sufficient for man’s justification or salvation. But Mr 
Scott is not the only writer of the present day, who has reprobat 


ri 


the opinions of Bishop Bull: the Archdeacon of Ely, in a late Charge 


has denounced that Prelate as tampering with the strictness of th 
divine law. We are, however, somewhat surprised that these | itle- 
men should have singled out the elaborate work of Bishop Bul 


in a learned language for condemnation ; for the same opinions have 
been expressed by another Bishop of our Church equally illustrio 
Dr. Jeremy ‘Taylor, and in a more popular form,—a Sermon entitled 
Faith working by Love.} 


, p. 243. Seckendorf, iii. 120. 


* See the whok passage quot 1 by Scott 
¢ Scott. Note, p. 279. 
$ In consequence of the attack made by the Archdeacon of Ely upon th 
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We are sorry to be compelled to pass over many parts of M1 
Scott’s work, of which we could have spoken in terms of unmixed 
approbation; and we can only direct our readers to the interesting 


narratives of Herman, Archbishop of Cologne, and his brother the 
Bishop of Mersburg; and to the history of the life and conversion 
of George, Prince of Anhalt. The conversion of these eminent 
persons, and of many others, who, in embracing the doctrines of 
the Reformers, sacrificed every thing that was valuable to them in a 
worldly point of view, shewed the effect which the pure doctrines of 
the Gospel had begun to produce on the minds of men, and, together 
with the external events which accompanied them, proved that a flood 
of light had burst upon the world, which it was not in the power of 
the enemies of the Gospel to destroy. 

We now come to a most interesting part of Mr. Scott's work,—the 
history of the closing scenes of Luther’s life. He completed his 
sixty-second year in the month of November, 1545; and having been 
sent for to Eisleben, his native place, to arrange some disputes between 
the people and the Counts of Mansfeld, he left Wittemberg on this 
business in a very infirm state of health, on the twenty-third of 
J inuary, 15 16, 

On his arrival on their borders, the Counts of Mansfeld received him with 


in escort of more than a hundred horse, treating him as the Elector of Saxony’s 


bassador. On his arrival, he applied himself immediately to the business 


er aa 
on which he came; 


ind thus he continued till the seventeenth of February, 


pplying himself at all proper times t business, eating and sleeping well, 
ind being very cheerful in his conversation. On that day, his friends 
perceiving more repose to be desirable for him, persuaded him to keep quiet 
in his study; which he did, frequently walking up and down in an undress, 
but conversing with animation. “From time to time,” says Justus Jonas, * he 


would top, and looking out at the window, in that attitude (as his custom 
was) address fervent prayers to God, so that | and Ceelius, who were in the 


room with him, could not but perceive it: and then he would say, * I was 
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horn and baptized at Eisleben; what if E should remain or even die here?’ 
Though, however, Luther passed the day in his study, he did not choose to sup 
there, but in the large dining room; observing that to be solitary, did not 
help the spirits. During supper, he quoted or made observations on many 
interesting passages of Scripture. Before supper he had complained of 
a pain in the chest, to which he was subject. It was, however, relieved by 
warm applications, After supper it returned; but he would not have medical 
aid called in, but about nine o’clock lay down on a couch and fell asleep. 
He awoke as the clock struck ten, and desired that those about him would 
retire to rest. When led into his chamber, he said, “‘I go to rest with God,” 
and repeated the words of the Psalm, * Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit, &c. :” and stretching out his hand to bid all good night, he added, “ Pray 
for the cause of God.” He then went to bed; but about one o’clock he awoke 
Jonas and another who slept in the room with him, and desired that a tire 
might be made in his study, and exclaimed, “‘ Oh God! how ill I am! I suffer 
dreadful oppression in my chest: I shall certainly die at Eisleben.” He then 
removed into his study without requiring assistance, and again repeating, “Into 
thy hands I commend my spirit!” he walked backward and forward, and 
desired to have warm clothing brought him. In the mean time his phy 
Sicilans were sent for, as also Count Albert, who also brought his Countess. 
All Luther’s friends and his sons were now collected about him: medicines 
were given him, and he seemed somewhat relieved, and having lain down on 


a couch, he fell into a perspiration. This gave encouragement to some 


present: but he said, “ It * a cold sweat, the forerunner of death; I shall 
yield up my spirit.’ He then began to pray, nearly in these words, “O 
eternal and merciful God, y heavenly Father, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and God of all consolation! I thank thee that thou hast revealed 


I 
to me thy Son Jesus Christ: in whom I have believed, whom L have preached, 
whom I have confessed, whom I love and worship as my de: 
and Redeemer, whom the pope and the multitude of the ungodly do per- 
secute, revile, and bl aspheme. I beseech thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, receive 
my soul! O heavenly Father, though I be snatched out of this life, though 
I must now | y down this body, yet know | assuredly that [ shall dwell with 
thee, and that none can pluck me out of thy hands.” He then thrice repeated 
the words, “ Into thy han nmend my spirit. Thou hast redeemed me, 
8) Lord God of truth !” iose words, “ God so loved the vorld, that 
he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 


Saviour 





perish, but have everlasting life: and that verse of the sixty-eighth Psalm, 
‘¢Qur God is the God of whom cometh salvation: God is the Lord by whom 
we escape death.” He then became silent, and his powers begau to fail 
him ; but when several ] ent addressed him, ‘* Reverend father, you die in 


the constant confession of Christ and his doctrine, which you have preached ! 
he distinctly answered, “ yes,” and spoke no more; but, about a quarter of an 


hour afterwards, between two and three o’clock in the morning, “ with his 
hands clasped together, aud without a finger or a feature being disturbed, 


gently breathed his last.” P. 474—477. 
The account of his funeral is too interesting to be omitted. 


Count Albert would gladly have retained the body of Luther, and interred it 


in the country which gave it birth: but he yvielde 1 to the wishes of the Elector, 
who wished it to be conveyed to Wittemberg. The next day, therefore, the 


corpse was solemnly conveyed, with the singing of hymns, and attended by all 


the Counts of Mansfeld, and a numerous procession of persons of high rank, to 
the Church of St. Andrew’s, at Eisleben, to be deposited there till preparations 
were made for its removal. On this occasion Justus Jonas delivered an address 


to the assembled multitudes, from the latter part of the fourth chapter of th 
lirst Epistle to the Thessalonians. On the twe uty-first, Celius preached from 
the opening of the fifty-seventh ch pter of Isaiah, “ The righteous perisheth, &« 
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| after the sermon the body was removed, amid an immense concourse ol 
d conveyed with a splendid procession as far as Halle. Hithe: 

1 from all parts of the country to meet it, and it was received at 

y the senators, ministers, and all the principal persons of the place 

osited for the night in the Church of St. Mary, where, says the writer 

itive, the 130th Psalm was “expressed, not so much by singing, as 

and sobs of the whole people.” Early the next day the procession 

t 1 towards Wittemberg, and was met on the road bya deput ition, sent 
Elector to receive it. It rested that night at Kemberg, and on the 

rd of February reached Wittemberg. When it approached the gate 

, the rector, the professors, and the students of the university,with all 
.1 citizens, met and joined the procession ; after which it advanced, 
by the whole population, to the church of the citadel (All Saints.) 
| widow of Luther, with her daughter and some other female attendants, her 
ns, Melancthon, Jonas, Bugenhagius, Cruciger, and other intimate 

the decease d, took their station immediate ly after the corpse. So 
assemblage of persons is said never to have been seen before at 


\V g. Suitable hymns were sung as the funeral proceeded through the 
f the city. On arriving at the Church, the coffin was placed on the 
und of the pulpit ; whe 





nce, aiter some further verses had been sung, 


| gius delivered an appropriate discourse to several thousands of per- 
S Vielancthon then pronounced a funeral oration, both expressive of his 


} { tion, ind calculated to soothe the sorrows of the bereaved church: 


vhich the body was committed to the tomb, hard by the spot from which 
er had delivered so many animated and devout sermons before the 
¢ ; and dukes of Saxony and the whole Church.—P. 478—480. 


such was the closing scene of a man, who less than thirty years 
before was almost unknown to the public, but who was raised up by 
shty to effect perhaps the greatest moral revolution that, 
ince the first ee ee is recorded in the annals of the 
rid. In order to appreciate justly the character of Luther, we have 


] ty] 
niy to tai 


ke an Impartial view of the events with which he was con- 
nected, and the wonderful consequences which flowed from them. We 
ave not time to dwell on the various characters which have been 
ven of this great Reformer; but making allowances for those imper 
fections which must be expected in every thing human, we must 
regard him as one of the best and greatest of men; as peculiarly 
qualified for the part he had to pe rform. We must indeed always 
lament his violence and obstinacy in the sacramental controversy, and 
the unsparing severity with which he sometimes treated those who 
were opposed to him. This may in some measure be attributed to 
il infirmity of his temper, and the circumstances and feelings 


in which he lived; and we should bear in mind the just and 


‘ ible remarks of Dr. Robertson, that 
arts of Luther’s 1 iviour, which to us appear most culpable, gave no 
his ontem| raries. It was even by some of those qualities, which 
v st to blame, that he was fitted for ace omplishing the great work 
indertook. To rouse mankind when sunk in ignorance or supersti- 
to encounter the ige of bigotry armed with power, required 
mence of zeal, as well as 1 temper daring to excess A gertle « 


oa | 
tiner have reached nor hat excited those to Ww m0 must 
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been addressed. A spirit more amiable but less vigorous than Luther’s, would 


have sunk back from the dangers which he braved and surmounted.” 


or the deep feeling of piety which animated his breast, we refer 
our readers with great pleasure to Mr. Scott, particularly to what is 
related of him in pages 77, 325, 357, and 503; and to the just and 
splendid eulogium of him by Bishop Atterbury, which is very properly 
quoted by Mr. Scott. (p. 503.) We had wished to have made some 
remarks on some supposed peculiarities in the doctrinal opinions of 
Luther; but for these we must refer our readers to those who have 
expressly treated on the subject, and particularly to the candid and 
impartial Seckendorf, to whom Mr. Scott and his predecessors in the 
history of Lutheranism are under great obligations. If any of ow 
readers should be induced, from seeing the use which has been made 
of him by Mr. Scott, to form a more intimate acquaintance with his 
admirable work, they will find themselves amply repaid for their 
trouble. 

‘To conclude ;—if there are some questions on which we differ from 
‘Ir. Scott, and some passages which we should have wished to have 
seen omitted altogether, we are happy in bearing testimony to his 
general impartiality ; and if we have spoken strongly on the subject of 
Mr. Scott’s mention of Bishop Bull, it is because we have perceived in 
other quarters a disposition to depreciate the character of a man, to 


f ~ 1 ? + . 
whom the Christian Church is under the greatest obligations, and who 
7 
must always be regarded as one of the 1 


i i 


iost illustrious ornaments of 


the Church of England. It is extremely creditable to the diligence 
and assiduity of Mr. Scott, that, amidst the laborious duties of his 
profession, he has found time for a work which must have required so 
much labour and research. 

-——— 


Art. Il.—A Sermon preached at the appo ntment of the Exeter Diocesan 


Committee for the Si ly for promoting Christian Knonledzge. By 
JoserH Hotnen Porr, A.M. Archdeacon of London. Rivingtons, 
London, 1827. 

A Sermon prea hed in the Parish Church of Bridgwater, in aid of the 
Funds of the Society for promoting Christian Knonledge. By Wi.1a 
Suarre, M. A. Curate of Charlinch, Somerset. Rivingtons, Lon 
don, 1827. 

A Sermon prea hed at the Chap l, Syd nham, Kent, in aid of the 
Soc ty for the Propagati n of the Gospel in Lore ign Parts. By th 
Rev. W. Orcer, A.B. St. Edmund's Hall, Oxford. tivinetons, 
London, 1827. 


Griapty do we hail the publication of Sermons in behalf of these 


venerable Societies, the almoners of our Church’s bounty. ‘Though 


* Quoted by Scott, p. 490 
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they perhaps seldom yield any pecuniary profit to the authors ; though: 
they acquire, as was lately observed by the excellent Archdeacon of 
London, by their long sojourn on the table of the Publisher, the varied 
tints of Autumn, yet their publication is not without fruit. ‘They are 
read by many in the neighbourhood where they are preached, and 
where the preacher is known; thus is the cause of the Societies che- 
rished and promoted by a review of the great motives which excite 
a Christian’s benevolence, and by a lively.exposition of the proceedings 
of the Societies. Nor let any one object that Sermons on this subject 
are so numerous that we need no further supply: he indeed who has 
had any experience in influencing the public mind, soon learns this, that 
a philanthropist can never say,—I have finished. However holy and 
just his cause may be; however fully he may inform and influence the 
public mind respecting it; he must ever and anon fan the flame he has 
kindled, or it will perish amidst the damps of the surrounding atmo- 
sphere,—the cares of the world, the selfishness of tle human heart. 

We proceed now to notice rather than to criticise or review the 
Sermons mentioned above. The Archdeacon for his text cites the 
words of Moses in the Book of Numbers, xi. 29. Enviest thou for 
my sake? Would God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and 
that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them. Here we see the gene- 
rous spirit of the Gospel, its glorious distinction, manifested even under 
the Law. It is not only the rich and the powerful who may learn of 
the Saviour; the meek and the lowly, the poor in this world’s goods, all 
are invited. ‘ Whosoever shall do his will, shall know of his doctrine, 
is the plain condition, for which no man is disqualified, except those 
who copy Esau’s folly and incur the guilt of his profaneness.” It was, 
too, the passionate desire of St. Paui, that that faith, which in his own 
ease he had experienced was the power of God unto salvation, should 
be extended unto others. Would to God that not only thou, but also 
all that hear me this day, were both almost and altogether such as I am, 
except these bonds. 

ALL may run and must run if they would obtain the prize. When the 
Apostle borrowed that similitude from the Grecian games, he pointed to one 
circumstance in which the resemblance to the Christian course will not hold. 
One only, out of many, could obtain the prize in those contests to which St. 
Paul alluded ; but in the Christian race there is a prize held out to every can- 
didate who enters those lists, and exerts his best strength in the day of proof. 
In this course it is no envious conflict which awakens zeal. The riches of this 
present world, its honours and distinctions, are such scanty things that they fall 
not to the lot of many candidates. He that gets first to the borders of the pool, 
steps in, whilst the feeble and decrepid must forego their turn. In worldly 
rivalships that also happens which Solomon remarks, that “the race is not 
always to the swift, nor the battle tothe strong.” But it is not so where an 
heavenly prize is held out to our endeavours, and offered to our joint pursuit. 
The promise and assurance in this case is for all who become in earnest suitors 
for the blessing and candidates for the crown of glory. It is not as of old time 
it the well of Sychar where the well was deep, and there was nothing to draw 
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withal. The springs of life were set free by the word of the Redeemer with a 
plenteous current which is equal to the needs of all. Let men but take thought 
for their own necessities, and the need will be supplied. —Pp. 16, 17. 


And are our poorer brethren capable of an eternal inheritance, and 
shall they lose it by our neglect? Such is the affecting motive which 
naturally arises from the preacher’s beautiful and appropriate intro- 
duction. We must extract part of his graphic description of the 
labours of the Society. 


Is it the poor man’s suit which you would freely entertain, and to which at 
ull times you would feel inclined to lend a ready ear? His suit in the present 
instance is for his spiritual wants, and his needs are consulted. The page is 
opened to him, and the volume is provided for his succour : it is brought home 
to his threshold, it is given to his hand and commended to his bosom. It is 
Christian knowledge which is furnished thus for those who must use the aids 
of others in order to acquire it. The first need begins in early life, when all 
stand so much in want of succour from the hands of others; and the aids of this 
Society may well be said to take their commencement where the need begins. 
The child finds his first lessons in the books whic hare supple d by this Sor lety. 
Ile tinds them in his school, and in his class; from the first card, to the sacred 
volume of the Scriptures, the last and best gift which he carries with him from 
the floor of early emulation.—P. 21. 

From the days of childhood, we look on to those of riper age; and we find 
the same kind friends and benefactors, who have their bond of union in this 
Society, keeping still their charge in view. In the camp, and on the deck, they 
who are called to the service of their country, find from the same stock the 
prompt supply of sacred manuals for religious exercises, and for improvement 
in religious knowledge. The sailor finds a spiritual compass for his hand, 
which will enable him to shape a prosperous course as surely as the trembling 
needle, to which the pilot’s eye is turned, conducts the vessel to its haven. 
The soldier has his monitor to prepare him for the hour of danger, and to lead 
him to deplore the hard necessity which unjust aggressors may cast upon those 
who stand for right and justice in the world, and to lament the grounds which 
pride, ambition, and the restless humours of unrighteous men create for wars 
and fighting. 

Again, the benefit extends to those retreats where the sick and maimed ar 
gathered—to those noble seats of charity, those kind asylums which are raised 
for the sufferer under all the manifold varieties of hurt or malady to which the 
human frame is liable; those mansions which form the schools of science, no 
less than the ready receptacles for the fainting, the disabled, and afflicted. In 
those friendly wards the step is heard which brings th gift of this Society for 
the pillow and the couch, with every welcome consolation which can sooth th 
worst extremities of suffering and distemper. The days of languor and con- 
finement are thus made lighter and more profitable, and the lessons both of 
patience and good hope are opene 1 to the drooping eye. 

Alas! there are worse circumstances in which men may be found; conditions 
far more bitter and disastrous, where the word of counsel on the part of thi 
Society assumes another form. The dreary walls of jails, and the grates of th 
secluded cell, do not shut out the boon provided for the hapless objects of com- 
passion: and the sorrowful sighing of the prisoner may thus be turned to 
prayer, and raised in penitent addresses to the throne of Grace. 

We have but one step more to make in quest of fellow-creatures, for where- 
soever they can be found, they become the objects of the same indulgent care. 
Look then to those abodes be yond which there lies no prospect (at least for 
many) of ¢ king yet again upon the floods of this world, or of contending 
he poor-house yields another witness of the charitable tempe: 
of our country; of its salutary laws, and of the generous spirit which prevails 








with its tides. 
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in its public institutions. This retreat then for those who have found a hard lo 
in the world, comes next in order. It is open to the friendly bearers of you 
succours. It is thus that the last seat for repose on this side the grave, becomes 
aseat for pious meditations on that word of promise and good hope, which 
casts its beams of comfort on the closing scenes of lif It is thus that the chair 
of old age and infirmity has its attendant volume, and he who cannot stir far 
from the threshold is not doomed to sit there in utter vacancy of thought, t 
watch the shadow of some neighbouring tree, and take that for his dial, as his 


silent hours are numbered. The treasures of Divine truth are put into the 
hich can no more be occupied in works 


feeble hand : and the latter days of life, wl 

of toil and active industry, may thus be ranked among the best, by which the 

loan of life may be prolonged. If the age d eye be too dim for the book, ther 
y be those at hand of younger faculties, and the child may lend his sight and 

the first care which he finds in that asylum, 


his tongue to the aged, in return for the { 
where the aged and the orphan have their sojourn, w der the shelter of the 


ume protecting roof. P.22—24. 


Mr. Sharpe takes as his text Dan. xii. 4. Many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased, 

consideration of the duty and the means of co-operating in the fulfilment 
of the divine design, that knowledge shall be increased. ‘The argument 
is well stated, and the style throughout is forcible and clear, expressive 


which naturally leads him to the 


of an able mind fully convinced of the goodness of its cause. 


The good produced by the means just described in facilitating the under- 
tanding of Se ripture, and spreading, together with the knowledge, the spirit 
ind practice of the Christian faith, though most undeniable, is not however of 
and therefore not likely perhaps at first sight to strike 
t may be easily discovered by attentive 
It is to be seen in the peace and 


n obtrusive nature, 
forcibly upon the public view ; but i 
observation, inquiry, and comparison. 
harmony of the family circle of the cottage; in the increasing regularity, pro 
priety, morality, and industry of the manners of its inmates; in their mor 
upright and friendly dealings with others ; in their growing attention to spiritual 
things: and lastly, it exists, where it cannot be seen, in the consolations and 

ypes wherewith the heart is cherished. 
indeed, the happy effects of a wide diffusion of religious light 
more manifest form; and, as an example of the kind 
liristian world, and in the pro- 


Sometimes, 
xhibit themselves in a 
which has drawn to itself the attention of the ¢ 
duction of which our own Society has had its full share of labour, as it ought 
w to have of praise, I need only point out to your notice the wonderful 
it present passing in our sister-island. See there how the 


nes, which are 
Gospel is darting, like lightning, from the one end of 


rlorious shining of the 
heaveu to the other; how, wherever it penetrates, it strikes to the ground and 
crumbles into atoms the massive and gorgeous abominations of superstition ; 
uid how, when it touches, as with the angel’s spear, the superficial semblance 
if Christianity, the flimsy phantom of real religion, unable to abide the search- 
ing point, starts up at once in its true likeness, and scares from its presence its 
own deluded worshippers. True it is, that these great events have been 
they have been said by some to have had their rise 
in corruption, and their termination in hypocrisy. This has been said, but with 
how little evidence, or rather, in opposition to how much? For where is the 
roof that these supposed nefarious causes have been actually in operation ; 


iy, they have been positively denied and disproved in every specific instance 
where they have been charged. 


ittributed to other causes : 


T 
! 
7 
And further, supposing even they have been 
it work, are they commensurate to the effect; and if they are, and are so dili- 
gently employed now, why were they never brouglit into action before, when, 
whatever might have been the motive for using them at all,) they were at least 
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a3 much required as now, and might have been as readily forthcoming. But it 
is equally unnecessary and unphilosophic, when we already have a cause for 
certain, existing facts, itself too built upon a fact, and competent to the expla- 
nation of all the acknowledged phenomena, instead of acquiescing in that, to 
go and seek for another. And in the present case such an adequate cause 
presents itself at once in the more general dissemination of religious knowledge, 
which has taken place of late among the people of Irel ind; unless, indeed, we 
are prepared to admit that additional information does nothing for the cause of 
truth; that Protestantism and Popery may with equal clearness and certainty 
be deduced from Scripture ; that the hand of the Lord is now “ shortened that 
it cannot save” by the apy ted means of grace; the efficacy of the word 
diminished in trying and , roving all things; and that “ the sword of the Spirit” 


) ) 7 
Pp. <9 ale 


has lost its te mper and its 


We give the following hint, from a Note, on the transferring of our 


Church Establishment to our Coloni 


By way of facilitating the appointment of supreme church officers, it might 
be useful to bear in mind, (what no one, who at all understands the subject, 
can doubt,) that civil titles and large revenues, howeve1 desirable in a highly 


refined and wealthy state of society, for the more dignified, and therefore th 
more efficient discharge of the episcopal office, form no necessary parts of it, 


and that it may subsist in all its integrity without them. Such was the « pisco- 


pate in the Apostolic times, 1 such, if necessary, it might be now. 

In reference to this s t, it is impossible to woid incidentally remarking 
the singulal rviceé which ot two venel ible Chu ch-Societie 3 have collate: lly 
rendered to religion, and ( itinue to render to it, by bringing before the notice 
of Goverument, from time to time, measures of a religious nature, backed by 
the vre it we ig} tot tl eirown o ion and et yminendation. In truth they form 
a most valuable channel of com junication between the Church and State, now 
that the natural and authorized Legislature of the Church, the Convocation, has 


ceased to exercise its proper and constitutional functions. Pp. 38, 39 


Mr. Orger’s Sermon is an earnest and excellent exposition of the 
petition, Thy kingdom come. 


To understand the purport of our prayer, Thy kingdom come! we must con- 
sider what the kingdom of Ged is. Gens lly God’s kingdom is universal; 
the angels, principalities, and powers of Heaven, are [lis subjects—the earth is 
but His footstool—the very d er and tremble. But fis pe- 


{ 


cular kingdom is His Church on is the reign of righteousness, 


peace, and love, begun in time, ed in eternity—its seat should be 
t should extend over all nations, 
uld unite all mankind by the ti 

lience to God, and practising 
good-will towards men. When, therefore, we pr ry Thy kingdom come! we pray, 


in the heart of every one of us i 


tongues, and languages—and its 





of one holy faith, in rendering 


generally, for the accomplishment of Isaiah’s | rophec y, that the earth shall be 


full of the knowledge of the vlory of the Lord. us the waters cover the sea ind, 
particularly, we pray for ourselves, and for all Christians, that we be not con- 
formed to thts world, but transformed | the renew f our mind in Christ Jesus 


that the love of God and of 1 1 may b shed ali ad in the hearts of all that 


the sound of the blessed Gospel may go forth into all lands, and its words into the 
ends of the world—that, in short, to us, and to all mankind, the kingdom of our 
Li rd, and His Chri f, may come in Li the beauty of its holiness, and in all the 
power of its might Pp i 3S rie i 


Mr. Orger very properly gives a somewhat detailed account of the 
actual state of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and of 
its abundant labours. Indeed we strongly recommend that our Clergy, 


VOL. IX. NO. XII. v ¢ 
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as an excellent means of benefiting the Societies, should soon after 
the appearance of the annual Reports inform their congregations of 
what had been effected during the preceding year. Such oral reports 
need not necessarily be accompanied by a collection. But the Societies 
would not alone be benefited. The people, by thus clearly perceiving 
the exertions and christian charities of their church, would love it with 
renewed affection; and while to the sincere believer the reports would 
always be most interesting, the worldly and indifferent might perhaps 


thence learn the value of his own soul. 


Art. III.— The Christian Year.— Thoughts in Verse for the Sundays 
and Holidays throughout the Year. Oxford, W. Baxter. Rivingtons, 


London. 


Ir is a frequent subject of congratulation that we live in an age 
which may fairly be called the golden age of literature; but we would 
rather ground our rejoicing upon this—that letters are made to serve 
the purposes of benevolence, and materially to prosper the hallowed 
cause of religion. It is, indeed, extremely gratifying to meet with 
unquestioned talent in the retired “paths of peace,” not less pleased 
to roam the unfrequented walks where Christians tread, because it has 
reaped the laurel-wreath on the banks of the Isis, and worn it in her 
University schools. We recently had occasion to notice the labours 
of the ever-memorable Heber in the sacred cause,—to commend the 
zeal which the celebrated author of “ Palestine” had bestowed upon 
his “‘ Hymns for the Weekly Services of the Church;” thus appropri- 
ately adorning a reputation which we had well nigh deemed incapable 
of sustaining an additional weight. So in the christian work before 


us; though its author has withheld his name from the title-page, we 


know that that name is enrolled in the archives of the Unive rsity of 


Oxford, among the most honourable of her sons. The honours of a 
“double first” are not so complete, but a volume so fraught with 
christian benevolence as that before us may lend them a new distinc- 
tion. It must be admitted that no failures are so conspicuous or so 
much to be regretted as the unsuccessful efforts of those who “ strive 
for the mastery” in theological literature, as no reputation is more 
high, or more to be desired than success in such a cause. Our times, 
indeed, have been prodigal of unskilful yet undaunted adventurers in 
divinity, especially in the poetical department; and not unfrequently 
the “ ridicule of the scorner” has been provoked by such injudicious, 
however well-intended, efforts to recommend the christian cause. On 


+e 


the other hand, where commanding talents unite with “ zeal according 


re 
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to knowledge,” and judgment not to be disputed, in the arrangement 
and execution of these theological labours, an important service is 
done to religion,—a new light is thrown upon its hallowed page,—a 
better feeling is generated in the christian public,—and practice and 
profession are seen to move “ hand in hand.” 

We look to our author’s Preface for an explanation of his motives 
in turning the tide of his talents into this new channel. We there 


find the following sensible and sufficient observation: 


Next to a sound rule of faith, there is nothing of so much consequence as a 
sober standard of feeling in matters of practical religion; and it is th peculiar 
happiness of the Church of England to possess, in her authorized formularies, 
an ample and secure provision for both. But in times of much leisure and 
unbounded curiosity, when excitement of eve ry kind is sought after with a 
morbid eagerness, this part of the merit of our Liturgy is likely, in some measure, 


to be lost on many even of its sincere admirers---the very tempers which most 


require su h disc ipline , setting themselves, in general, most decidedly against it. 

The object of the present publication will be attained, if any person find assis- 
tance from it, in bringing his own thoughts and feelings into more entire unison 
with those recommended and exemplified in the Prayer-book. The work does not 
furnish a complete series of compositions; for many of them are rather adapted 
with more or less propriety to the successive portions of the Liturgy, than 
originally suggested by them. Something has been added at the end, concern- 


ing the several occasional services, which constitute, from their personal and 
domestic nature, the most perfect instance of that soothing tendency in the 
Prayer-book, which it is the chief purpose of these volumes to exhibit. 


We have given the preface at length, because it tells us, and it tells 
us well, the motive and the expediency of the work itself. The 
Author has arranged his observations in a poetical garb, and we will 
venture to say, though there is occasionally a little obscurity and harsh- 
ness, that the poetry will not by any means disparage the well-earned 
reputation he enjoys in severer literature. The verse is well sustained 
throughout ; and in some instances the appropriation to the particular 
Sunday is singularly beautiful. In such a work there is little scope for 
the exercise of imagination, such indeed would be foreign from the 
Author’s purpose: at the same time we can trace quite enough of the 
poet to wish to see him again, and in a path where he will be less 
restrained. We have given the text at the lead of each Sunday’s 
portion, which governs the “ thoughts” that follow it; and we would 
direct the reader’s attention to the discursive beauties of the illustration. 
Like the variations of an able pianist, whom we have often heard 
delightedly, you may trace in every harmonious wandering the beauti- 
ful original.! It can scarcely be said that in such efforts there is not 
imagination : but so chastened is it by the judgment and good sense of 
the composer, as not to offend the nicest ear. In the extracts which 
follow, we have italicised those passages that seem to support the 


foregoing observation. 








{ 
744 The Christian Year. 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 
“ They shall spring up as among the gr . willows by the water cou —I/ xliv. 4. 
Lessons sweet of spring returning, 
Welcome to the thoughtful heart! 
' May I call ye sense or learning, 
; ) ) 
| Instinct pure or heav’n-taught art? 
j Be your title what it may, 
' } Sweet the lengthening April day, 
: While with you the the soul ts fre 
j Ranging wild o’er hill and lea F 
Soft as Memnon’s harp at morning 
To the inward ear devout, 
Touch’'d by light, with he av’nly warning 
Your transporting chords ring out 
Every leaf in every I 
Every wave every f I, 
( hanting with a solemn vou e, 
Minds us of our better che 
; Needs no show of mountain hoary, 
Winding shore or deepening glen, 
W he r the lands per ifs ol 
Teaches truth to wandering men 
Give true hearts but earth and sky, 
And s e flowers to bloom and die,— 
Homely scenes and simple views 
Lowly thoughts may best infus« 
See the soft green will v springing 
Where the waters gent y pass, 
Every way her free arms flinging 
O'er the most and reedy grass. 
= = ¥ * o * 
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 
‘¢ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, | it doth not yet appear what we shall b 
but we know that, when he shall ap) we shall be like him, for w hall see him 








he is.”’"—1 John iii. 2, 3. 


There are who darkling and alone 


Would wish the weary night were gone ; 
Though dawning morn should only shew 
The secret of their unknown woe; 
Who pray for sh irpest throbs of pain, 
To ease the m ot doubt’s g illing ch un: 
“ Only disperse the cloud,” they cry, 
sé And if our fute be death, ive light and let us die.”’* 


hem, Lord, unmeet 


Unwise I deem t 

To profit by thy chastenings sweet, 

For thou wouldst have us linger still 

Upon the verge of good or ill, 

That on thy guiding hand unseen 

Our undivided hearts may lean, 

And this our frail and foundering bark 
Glide in the narrow wake of thy beloved ark. 


* Ev de daei Kai bA€ooor. 








~? 
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’Tis so in war—the champion true 


Loves Victory 1 re. when dim in view 
Ile sees 0 es gild afar 
The dusky edge of stubborn war, 
Than if tl ntrodden bloodless field 
The harve orl r laurels yield ; 
Let not my bark in calm ahide, 
But win her fi ess way against the chafing tide. 
Tis so in love—the faithful heart 


From her dim vision would not part, 
When first to her fond gaze is given 
That purest spot in fancy’s heaven, 


t 
1 the eous sky beside, 
Though pledg’d her own and sure t’abide; 
Dearer than every past noon-day 
That twilight gleam to her, though faint and far away. 


o 


In all these stanzas the effect of the Alexandrine is very striking, 


particularly in the second and fourth stanzas, and the return to t 


original theme is extremely beautiful after the following: 


So hav I seen some tender flower 


P 1 above a ! ve ul | ver, 
Ss ltered beneath the ce est shade 
Upon th ( st bosom laid, 
So ft il gem, tt scarce mur ij 7 
The playful touch of evening air; 
When hardier grown we love it less, 
A? 1 lrust it from our stg ht, not necdt our caress. 


And Wi efore is the sweet sprin 


Worth all the changeful yeal beside / 
The last-born babe, why lies its part 
Veep mother’ most heart ? 
But th the Lord and source of love 
Wot 1 ev L\ his weakest prove 
Our t é ind most of all 


Our frail immortal souls, His work and Satan’s thrall. 


So be it, I 1; I know it best 


; 
Though t yet this wayward breast 
Be it quite In answer! to thy voice, 


Yet surely I have made my cl 


I know not yet the promis’d bliss, 


Know not if I shall win or miss; 


So doubti rather let me die, 


Than close with aucht beside, to last ete rnally. 


* * ‘ . b * 


h 


1¢ 


We hoped to have given more abundant extracts than our space will 


permit. There is something in the verse throughout so engaging, t 
subjects are so consonant to our feelings, and the illustrations com: 
home to our bosoms, that we know not how to tear ourselves aw 
from the scenes they describe, and the truths they disclose to 1 


is clothing our beautiful service in a yet more beautiful garb, it 


he 
so 

ay 
It 


Is 
i 


demonstrating most satisfactorily how happily the Church of England 
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has succeeded in assimilating her formula of devotion to the divine 
model upon which her liturgy is founded. It clearly proves what 
hearty but huinble efforts she has made to recommend the religion of 
Jesus, and how nearly compositions merely human may approach to 
those that areinspired. We are glad to state that our good opinion of 
these little volumes is not singular; since writing the above we have 


learned that the first edition is out of print. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


1 JOHN v. 16 


Mr. Eprrox.—In perusing, the other day, your Christian Remem- 
brancer of last June, I observed that Halsallensis wishes to have some 
other explanation of 1 John v. 16, for removing the difficulties which 
he is still of opinion adhere to that passage of holy writ. The text 
is thus in the original, "Eav rie ten rdv dceXddv avrov duapravoyra 
apuapriar py mooc Vavaroy, aitnoet KL CWOEt auT@ Gwny. Nothing can 
be plainer than the grammatical construction of these words. I beg 
leave to differ from Halsallensis in thinking that it requires the ellipsis 
of Ococ before cwaer; as the indefinite pronoun ric must be the nomi- 
native case to both the verbs. But, in order to understand the passage 
rightly, the reader must consider and know to whom ric refers, and 
whether {wry means here life temporal or eternal. By these two 
words ric and fwrjv, St. John seems to me to speak of persons and things 
very different from what Halsallensis imagines. And I hope he will 
be convinced of it, and coincide with me, after attending to the follow- 
ing considerations : —because it was necessary to the successful pro- 
pagation of the Gospel that the professors should, in the first age, be 
remarkably holy, God so ordered it that the open miscarriages of 
individuals were often punished with visible temporal judgments. So 
St. Paul told the Corinthians who had been guilty of great irregularities 
in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, 1 Cor. xi. 30,—“ For this 
cause many of you are sick, and some are dead.” These judgments, 
being public, had no doubt a great influence in restraining the first 
Christians from sin.—-On the other hand, to encourage those to repent, 
who by their sins had brought on themselves mortal diseases, there 
were in the first age, persons, who being endowed with the gift of 
healing diseases miraculously, (1 Cor. xii. 9.) were moved by the Holy 
Ghost to heal the sick who had repented of the sins which had brought on 
them the diseases under which they were labouring. We may therefore 
believe that when St. John directed any one who saw his brother 
sinning a sin not unto death, to ask God to give him life, he did not 
mean any ordinary Christian, but any spiritual man who was endowed 
with the gift of healing diseases: and that the brother for whom the 
spiritual man was to ask life, was not every brother who had sinned, 
but that brother only who had been punished for his sin with some 
mortal disease; but who, having repented of his sin, it was not a sin 
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unto death: and that the life to be asked for such a brother, was not 
eternal life, but a miraculous recovery from the mortal disease with 
which he had been visited. In considering the passage before us in this 
point of view, we are amply supported by St. James, who, chap. v. 14, 
asks, “‘Is any one sick among you? Let him send for the elders of 
the Church, and let them pray over him. And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick person, and the Lord will raise him up. And so, al-+ 
though he hath committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess 
your faults one to another, and pray for one another that ye may be 
healed. ‘The inwrought prayer of the righteous man availeth much.” 
Accordingly, ‘‘ The any one who seeth his brother sinning a sin not 
unto death,” of whom St.John here speaks, was any elder of the 
Church endowed with the gift of healing diseases miraculously: and 
the asking prescribed by St. John, is what St. James calls “ the prayer 
of faith :”"—and the life to be obtained by such asking was a mira- 
culous recovery of the sick sinner from the mortal disease under which 
he was labouring ; called also, the raising him up, namely to health, as 
is plain from St. James v. 16. 

If, Mr. Editor, you will be so kind as to insert this in your next 
Number, for the perusal, and, I hope, the satisfaction of Halsallensis, 
you will greatly oblige, Your most respectful humble Servant, 


CorNuBIENSIS. 
co 


ON THE UNITARIAN MARRIAGE BILL. 


Mr. Eprtor.—The candid manner in which you have stated the 
subject of the new marria bill* gives me hopes that you will not 
object to submit that topic to the public eye under another form. I 
am far from presuming to settle the difficulties which it presents; but 
am anxious that those who are to decide for us, should perceive their 
nature, and know from what circumstances they arise. I conceive 
that no person can form a true opinion of the bill, unless he reads the 


louse whe nh it was movedt and alluded to 


petition, presented to the 
in the speech of Lord Eldon. With reference therefore to that petition, 
I shall divide the difficulties under several heads, and commence with 
the things which to me are of least importance. 

1, Let it be granted that it is desirable to ease the parties comp!ain- 
ing under their religious scruples, and to free “the clergy of the Church 
of England from the painful, if not degrading necessity, of administering 
the rites of that Church to those who hold them in aversion and con- 
tempt ;” yet why is it proper to alter the form of the marriage vow as 
is proposed? and why, if we need alter, must a form be adopted in 
every respect less explicit and comprehensive? Is it to this part of 
the service that the charge applies, —* its forms are superstitious, its 
meaning obscure, its assertions false?’ Or is it here that ‘the 
allusions are indelicate, offensive and revolting?” As to this latter 
charge against any particle of the service, we have our answer, ‘* Unto 


* See Christian Remembrancer for September last. 


+ Printed in the John Bull newspaper, July 1, 1827, and inserted post, page 792. 
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the pure all things are pure, but unto them that are unbelieving is 
nothing pure ; "__§* What God hath cleansed that call not thou common!” 
While in regard to the former part, be it remembered, it is no true 
principle of reform to make alterations where they are unnecessary. 

2. It is proposed that the banns of lreethinking Christians should 
be published in our Christian congregation. No clergyman would 
have a scruple in doing this. But can it be supposed that the friends 
of these Freethinkers are members of that congregation? And if not, 
is it likely that they who hear the banns will know of any impediment 
which may exist against the marriage, or anything at all about the 
parties ? 
lished in the Jews’ synagogue, would any great advantage result from 
such proceeding? Or need we be surprised if, after all, parties were 


Suppose the banns for a Christian parish were to be pub- 


improperly married ? 

But further inquiries suggest themselves under this division. The 
bill in its present form does not expressly state when the certificate of 
dissent (Schedule A.) shall be brought to the clergyman, only it is to 
be brought to hin ° But wl y, ui the bill b passe d, nee d he ever see 
it? All the information he requires is this, ‘ Are the parties either or 
both of them parishioners?’ If they be so, we presume that without 


any inquiry he must publish any banns. Che magistrate is the only 
person concerned with the certificate. Let it be taken to him, and 


carried from him to the Pub 
nedenin cael _ But as . a _ ose ke place ner: S 
commend to notice. rut iin, ho marriage can take plac under this 


new bill, unless the Schedule A. can be procured. How is it then if 
, 


presume that intermar- 
riages between simple and Freethinking Christians is a case wholly 


R trar, whom we shall presently re- 


only one of the parti S Can prot ure it! Ww 


unprovided for. 
As to the publication of all banns in our own Church, I have one 


proposition to make. Paul ty is the great object desired in reading 
them. ‘This would be equally obtained if the y were read at the time 
when other notices are given out, and the rubric requires that all 
notices, &c. should be published after that portion of the communion 
service which is P rformed on very 5 ndav. Vhy should we not 
return to this practice? At present, the service of the sanctuary is 
rwice inte rrupted for secular affiirs !! 

3. It is proposed that the clergy should continue to receive the 


whole of the customary fee, (a it twelve shillings) and the magistrate 





should receive half-a-crown. Now, it is well known that the Church 
fees are divisible into separate portions; the rector, the vicar, the 
officiating minister, the clerk, freque ntly div de these twelve shillings be- 
tween them, separate portions of thiss appropriated for different 


parts of the service. If the registration is performed, it is right that 


1 4 


, 3 ) 
he who does it should be paid; but what right have the other indivi- 
duals to be paid for what they do not perform? It may be replied, 


that many poor curates are entirely supported by the fees, and could not 


afford to lose the mM. We answ i. thos poor curate S must have a bare 
competency made up to them if these fees are reduced, and they will 
seldom get more when these fees are paid. But, be this as it may, 
“honesty is the best policy.” ‘The Church has no right to be paid for 


what she does not perform. ‘The payment of a fee for doing nothing 
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would be a perpetual source of reproach and discontent; and of all 
things in the world these Freethinkers would most delight to see the 
Church thus unjustly paid. ‘Then indeed we should hear of the 
Church’s “ unrighteous claims,” and her “ violations of the rights of 
property, and the laws of God.” Still, however, it may be desirable that 
the fee for the marriage of a Freethinking Christian should be as high 
as that for a simple Christian, to check the improvident connexions and 
the false oaths to which there would otherwise be at least a temptation. 
And further, the question may deserve consideration, why a gentleman 
who devotes his time as a magistrate, is to receive only half-a-crown 
for sacrificing half an hour to public business, which may perhaps in 
reality be the sacrifice of a day. And if the labourer be worthy of 
a better hire, why may not the surplus be appropriated to some other 
method of registration, which I shall next propose ?—for, 

4. I must entirely differ in opinion from the Rev. Prelate, (as his 
Opinion appears in print,) and state, that I think the clergy would have 
very just ground of complaint if they were compelled by law to register 
such marriages; and this on two accounts, one to be mentioned here, 
and the other under the next heading. I conceive that the Church is 
already oppressed by an inordinate quantity of business, not strictly of 
a spiritual nature. ‘The time of the clergy is much and improperly 
engaged by the signing of all kinds of papers, presiding over a variety 
of institutions, vestry meetings, &c., frequently discharging the office 
of magistrate, &c. &c. And further, the great tendency of the present 
legislative and public feeling is to reduce the Church still more to a 
mere civil establishment and moral engine, and thus to deprive the 
clergy of their proper spiritual and pastoral character. Is it then just, 
and (however some few stewards might thirst after the unrighteous 
mammon) is it becoming, that business which properly belongs to an 
auxiliary clerk, should be enforced upon the clergy generally, or even 
offered to them? If this office be placed in the hands of others, the 
alternative is easy and secure. ‘There are regular Registrar's offices 
already existing, or new ones may be established, and the difference 
between the amount of the present church fee, and that of the future 
magistrate’s fee, will meet all consequent expenses. 

5. Again, I must differ from the sentiments expressed in his Lordship’s 
printed speech. I grant indeed that “the clergyman who merely registers, 
does not certify his opinion as to the nature of the marriage which the 
parties have contracted” in reality; but in the judgment of his con- 
gregation he does so. The intellects of the common people are not so 
discriminating. They hear their pastor teach that marriage is a 
religious ordinance, instituted of God,—dignified and confirmed by the 
conduct and expressions of Jesus Christ,—commended by apostles,— 
and sanctified by the Holy Spirit to signify the most solemn mystery 
of the Christian faith, the union subsisting betwixt Christ and his 
members ;—they then behold this same guide classing all marriages 
promiscuously together as equally valid. And I maintain that, gene- 
rally, they will infer either that their preacher in his discourses is 
making distinctions in which he is well aware that there is no diffe- 
rence, or that for the sake of keeping his preferment, and obliging the 
government, he is compromising his conscience. When so easy a 

VOL. IX. NO, XII. 5D 
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remedy exists to obviate such extensive evil, by putting the business of 
registration in other hands, why are we even to run the hazard of such 
suspicions ? 

6. I conclude with stating one further objection to the present form 
of the bill, and am not afraid to meet the charge which it may bring 
upon me of gross want of charity. This bill is not what it professes 
to be, a bill tor the relief of Dissenters. Dissenters are those who 
differ from the Church on points of discipline. The Freethinking 
Christians, and those who call themselves Unitarians, ery out for 
relief on the ground of difference in doctrines; and the Church of 
England holds that those who differ in such doctrines as they do, are 
heretics, and she offers up a weekly prayer to be delivered from their 
sin. They deny the Lord who bought them, and blaspheme the name 
of Christ! And though she may not account them to be in the same 
degree of error with all Jews, Infidels, or Turks, yet does she consider 
that as heretics, they are like them “estranged from Christ’s flock, and 
are in ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt of his holy word.” 
I appeal to the petition, presented to the House when the bill was 
moved, (and passing over the avowed aim of the petitioners to do away 
with the Church of England, and not merely to obtain relief for their 
own consciences, all of which is natural enough,) I charge them with 
heresy. Still I would not give offence even to heretics. I would not 
injure a heathen, or compel a human being of any kind to do violence 
to himself in body or mind. But I cannot in silence submit to see the 
revilers of the great doctrines of our redemption thus ceremoniously 
complimented with a name in which, (ungrateful as it is to the ears of 
a Churchman,) so long as they speak the blasphemy contained in their 
petition, they can have neither part nor lot. Historical associations of 
the most odious nature are connected with the charge of heresy, and 
I would have nothing done but what should tend to subdue their bitter- 
ness; but religious interests, the most weighty and awful, depend upon 
that deadly abomination which really is heresy, and I would that in the 
eyes of our brethren it should never lose one whit of its ghastliness and 
deformity. 

7. As I am not aware that any reasons have been assigned why the 
deniers of the Trinity should not be married after the manner of the 
Quakers, which Lord Eldon thinks a legal manner, I shall briefly 
state what that manner is, and leave it for others to decide how far 
its adoption mutatis mutandis would answer the purposes desired by 
the introduction of the present bill. 

Parties intending to join in marriage are to make a public declaration of their 
intention at the monthly meetings whereof they are members; the parents or 
guardians if present must declare their assent to the intended marriage, and if 
absent, a certificate to that effect, under their hands, must be produced. If 
there appear no sufficient objection, the said meetings are to appoint two men 
and two women friends, to inquire into the clearness of the parties from other 
marriage engagements ; which friends so appointed are, besides other inquiry, 
to ask particularly the parties themselves; and, if there be issue by a former 
marriage or marriages, to see that the children’s rights be legally secured; like- 
wise to take care that public notice of the said intended marriage be given at 
the close of a First-day meeting to which the parties respectively belong, before 
the next monthly meeting, in the following manner: Friends, there is an inten- 
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tion of marriage between A. B. of C. and D. E. of F. If any person have any 
thing to object, let timely notice be given. And the friends appointed are to 
make report at a subsequent monthly meeting; when, if no objection arise, liberty 
is to be granted to the parties to solemnize thé marriage. 

Marrriages are to be solemnized at the usual week-day meeting, or at a meet- 
ing appointed at some seasonable hour in the forenoon on some other con- 
venient week-day (previous notice in the latter case having been given); aad 
at the meeting-house to which the woman belongs, unless previous leave be 
obtained of the woman's monthly meeting to solemnize the marriage in some 
other meeting-house, with the consent of the friends of such other meeting. 

Towards the conclusion of the said meeting, after being held a seasonable 
time, the parties are to stand up, and, taking each other by the hand, to declare 
in an audible and solemn manner, to the following effect: the man first, viz. 
Friends, I take this my friend D. E. to be my wife, promising, through divine 
assistance, to be unto her a loving and faithful husband, until it shall please the 
Lord by death to separate us; and then the woman in like manner, Friends, I 
take this my friend A. B. to be my husband, promising, through divine assistance, 
to be unto him a loving and fuithful wife, until it shall please the Lord by death 
to sepurate us. 

A certificate (with a five shilling stamp affixed) in the following form of 
words, is then to be audibly read by some proper person, the express names 
and description of the parties being first inserted: they are then to sign the 
same ; the man first; the woman with her maiden or widow name; the re- 
lations next ; and such others present at the solemnity as think proper. 


Tue Form or THE CERTIFICATE. 


A. B. of , son of D. B. of In 
the of » yeoman, and E. his wife, 
and D. E. daughter of M.E. of in the of 


, draper, and M. his wife, having declared their 
intention of taking each other in marriage before the monthly meeting of, Friends, 


commonly called Quakers, of , in the of 
, the proceedings of the said A. B, and D. E. after due 


inquiry and deliberate consideration thereof were allowed by the said meeting, they 
appearing clear of all others, and having consent of parents [or guardians, as the case 


may be]. Now these are to certify, that for the accomplishing of their said marriage, 
this day of the month in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and , they the said A. B. and D. E. appeared at a public assembly 
of the aforesaid people, in their meetirg-house in [or at, as the case may be} ; 


and he the said A. B. taking the said D. E. by the hand, declared as followeth : 
And the said D. E. did then and there, in the said assembly, declare as followeth : 


And the said A. B. and D. E. as a further confirmation thereof, and in testimony there- 


unto, did then and there to these prese.ts set their hands. 


A. B. 
D. E. 


We, being present at the abovesaid marriage, 
have also subscribed our names as witnesses 
thereunto, the day and year above written. 

The monthly meeting provides that the registers of the marriage are duly 
signed and witnessed. Two registers according to the subjoined form must 
be signed by the parties ; one of which is kept by the monthly meeting, and the 
other is sent to the quarterly meeting to be preserved. 


Form or MarrraGe-RecisteERs. 


On the day of the month, one thousand eight hundred 
and , & Bet? , son of D. B. of 
in the of , yeoman, and E, his wife, and 





* Here, asalso in the marriage-certificate, the occupation or other usual addition, as 


well as the residence, of the man, should be set forth. 
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D. E. daughter of M. E. of in the of , draper, 
and M. his wife, took each other in marriage, in a public assembly of the people called 
Quakers, in [or at] in the presence of us, 
C. F. of , farmer | This marriage was solemnized between us, 
G. H. of » grocer | A. B. 


J. L. of , mason | D. E.* 


PETITION, 


‘ea 


PRESENTED MAY 12, 1827, BY JOSEPH HUME, ESQ. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, 
in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the Elder, Deacons, and Members of the Church 
of God, meeting in London, and known as Freethinking Christians. 

Suewetu,—That your petition ‘ 
body, which, under the appellation of * Freethinking Christians,” has existed 
for nearly thirty years, separate and distinct from all other religious commu- 
nities. 

That, whilst the Toleration Act hath secured complete liberty of opinion, 
your petitioners complain that, by an act of the legislature, which passed in 
the 26th year of the reign of George II., they are prevented entering into the 
marriage state without submitting to a rite of the Established Church of Eng- 
land, and joining in an act of religious worship with one of its ordained ministers 
—which act of worship is a clear and public admission of the doctrines, the 
authority and claims of such Church. 

That, to avoid all misconce ptions as to their motives, to prove the extent of 
the grievance of which your petitioners complain, and to establish the practi- 
cability of the relief for which they pray—they humbly submit to your Honour- 
able House a declaration of their faith and principles of union. 

That, convinced of the insufficiency of what is called natural religion, and 
confirmed by evidence in their belief in Revelation, your petitioners receive the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament as containing the revealed will of 
God. 

That, desirous in obeying in all things the will of God, as made known by 
Revelation, they reject all human “uthority in matters of religion, making the 
laws of God, as contained in the Scriptures, the sole rule of their faith, dis- 
cipline, and practice 

Chat from a serious, unremitting, and free inquiry into the Scriptures, they 
have concluded and believe— 

That “ there is none other God but one.” 

That “ the God of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob,” ** the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus, the Christ,” is “‘ THE ONLY TRUE Gop.” 

That “ Jesus of Nazareth” was ‘a man approved of God by miracles, and 
wonders, and signs, which God did by him.” 

That he died, and, by the power of God, was “ raised again according to 
the Scriptures.” 

That God “ hath appointed a day in which Ae will judge the world in right- 
eousness by that man whom he hath ordain: a. 

That God hath separated to himself a people on earth, “ which is the Church 
of the living God—the pillar and ground of truth.” 

That this Churc h, “as the household of God,” is governed by God alone, 
being “ built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus, the 
Christ, himself being the chief corner stone.” 

That the constitution, laws, and government of this Church are, in the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament, so expressly set forth as not to need, but absolutely 
to preclude, all human legislation therein. 





rs are an united and organized religious 


* The above particulars and forms are taken from a work published by the Society of 


Friends, entitled “ Extracts from the Minutes and Advices of the Yearly Meeting of 
Friends.” London, 1802. 
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That this constitution, these laws, and this government, being of Divine 
appointment, cannot be violated—cannot be “diabe onsed ‘With—« annot be 
altered, abridged, or added to, without rebellion against God, and treason 
against his authority. 

That your petitioners, as the Church of God, acknowledge the constitution, 
maintain the laws, and submit to the government, thus given by God to his 
Church. 

They acknowledge Jesus as the sole and exclusive Heap of the Church, for 
God * hath put all things under his feet, and given him to be head over all 
things to the Church.” 

They are one united and indivisible Body—* for as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of that one body being many are one,” 
so also is the Church of God. 

Their members possess an equality of rights, no one being permitted to arro- 
gate to himself religious titles and distinctions, or to call any man master on 
earth—‘ for one is your Master, even the Christ, and all ye are brethren.” 

They reject all hired or exclusive teachers, and in their assemblies “admonish 
one another” and “ edify one another” according to the Scriptures—* for ye 
may all teach, one by one, that all may learn and all may be comforted.” 

They “ choose out of themselves” certain officers for the r regulation of their 
affairs, that all things may “ be done decently and in order. 

These officers of the Church are Bishops (i.e. overseers) or Elders and Deacons 
(i.e. servants) who are to serve and to take “ the oversight thereof—not by 
constraint, but willingly—not by filthy lucre, but of a ready mind—neither as 
being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock.” 

Your petitioners further submit to your Honourable House, that where God 
hath fully revealed his will to man, all rites, ceremonies, and acts of worship, in 
order to be acceptable to God, must be appointed by him; and believing that, 
since the abolition of the Mosaic ritual and temple worship, no rites, cere- 
monies, or public social prayer and worship, have ever been appointed by 
Divine authority, they, as the disciples of Jesus, and in obedience to his com- 
mands, “ pray in secret to th¢ Father,” and, as the true worshippers, ** worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth.” 

That rejecting, like the Jewish people of old, the pretensions of every Church 
whose doctrines, discipline, and worship, are not founded on the laws of God 
without any admixture of human authority, and required as they are, by law, to 
conform to the Established Church in the instance of marriage, your petitioners 
DECLARE AND avow that the Church of England, whose religious worship they 
are thus called upon to sanction, they know only as a Church, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men—as a Church professing a religion which 
has no other claim than that ef being “ by law established”—as a Church whose 


‘laws have no earlier date than P. opery, no higher authority than Acts of Parlia- 


ment ; as a Church whose only he ad is an earthly potentate, fallible in all 
cases ; corrupt and wicked in the instance of its founder, Henry VIII. yet never- 
theless, by law “ vested with all power to exercise all manner of ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction”—as a Church whose ministers and pastors are the servants of the 
Siate only, possessing ‘ no manner of jurisdiction ecclesiastical, but by and under 
the King or Queen's Majesty ;”-—as a Church whose rites and ceremonies, 
whether of baptism, the Lord’s Supper, or for the solemnization of marriage 
are ee only by a self-asserted authority “to decree Rites and Cere- 
monies ;” asa C hurch whose lor lly Prelates and as spiring Priesthood retain their 
office, titles, and privileges in opposition to the clear and express commands of 
Jesus :—as a Church whose tithes and revenues constitute a violation at once of 
the rights of prope rly, and of the laws of God :—as a Church whose unrighteous 
claims are supported by an appeal to the hopes and fears of men, profanely 
asserting “ that every priest of this Church hath power and authority from Al- 
mighty God, in the name of the Holy Trinity, to forgive or to retain the sins of 
men ;” as a Church whose unscriptural faith is fulminated by means of a creed 
which is at the same time intolerant in its spirit, and contradictory in its asser- 
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tions; “ which faith,” it is wnpiously avowed, “ except every one doth keep whole 
and undefiled, he shall, without doubt perish everlastingly ;”—as a Church whose 
canons denounce curses and excommunication upon all who, following the 
dictates of conscience, shall, like your petitioners, “‘ affirm that the form of 
God's worship, contained in the Common Prayer,” is unscriptural ; “ that any 
of its Thirty-nine Articles are in any part superstitious,” or “ that the govern- 
ment of the Church of England, under His or Her Majesty, by Archbishops, 
Bishops, Deans, &c. is repugnant to the word of God ;”—as a Church whose 
alliance with the State hath produced that cruel and oppressive “ Act of Unifor- 
mity,” yet unrepealed, by which any one who shall speak any thing to the dero- 
gation of the Book of Common Prayer, or any thing therein contained, “ shall 
for the first offence, forfeit a hundred marks; for the second, four hundred 
marks; and for the third, all his goods and chattels, and SHALL SUFFER IM- 
PRISONMENT DURING LIFE!!” 

That this Church having its foundation in Rome—being a superstructure of 
ignorance and mystery, of heathenism and Popery—maintained by worldly riches 
and power, and guarded by the sword of persecution—is, by your petitioners, 
regarded as part and parcel of that city shadowed forth in prophecy—that great 
city which hath made merchandize of men’s souls, by whose “ sorcerics all 
nations were deceived’—in which was “ found the blood of the Prophets and the 
Saints,” but which God, by his judgments, hath threatened to destroy. That 
in this spiritual Babylon your petitioners can, as the true worshippers of God, 
have no lot nor inheritance. Yea, rather than partake of its abominations, they 
are prepared to si ffer on the altar of its idolatry, mingling their lives with “ the 
souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which 
they held.” 

Viewing the Church of England as part of such a system, of Political Reli- 
gion and Corrupt Spiritual Power—regarding the form of marriage as con- 
tained in the Book of Common Prayer, as one of the rites of such a Church, 
how can your petitioners conform thereunto? How,” (in the language of 
Scripture) “ can they do this thing, and sin against God?” And if, haply on the 
grounds of false doctrines and corrupt practices, no objections existed against the 
Established Church, yet will it be evident to your Honourable House that, deny- 
ing as they do, the authority of any established religion—rejecting the claims of 
any priesthood—refusing assent to a// public social worship — your petitioners 
stand too widely separated from the Established Church, and indeed from all 
other religious bodies, to join in any religious act with any party—other than 
their own—the true Church of God. 

Your petitioners, in addition to these their broad and general grounds of ob- 
jection against the religion established by law, of which the marriage ceremony 
forms a part, further and especially object against that particular ceremony. 

That it makes a religious rite where God has made none; marriage being a 
natural and civil right, which is no where appointed in the Scriptures to be 
entered upon by means of a religious solemnization. 

That it is a Popish rite, first rendered compulsory in the Church by a corrupt 
pontiff, as a means of increasing the revenue of the clergy, and, that though 
nominally not regarded by the Established Church as a Sacrament—or Mystery 
—it is in substance, and even in terms, made such in the present Church 
Liturgy. 

That—by reason of its origin from the Popish Mass Book, together with the 
obsoleteness of certain of its terms—its forms are superstitious, its meaning has 
in some instances become obscure, its assertions false ; and its allusions indelicate, 
offensive, and revolting. 

~ That the worship connected with this ceremony is [dolatrous—the language 
of prayer being therein addressed to “* Christ,” who, as the Christ, that is, the 
Anointed or Messiah, is in Scripture expressly called “the Man Jesus,” ‘ the 
Son of Man,” and who hath himself proclaimed—“ thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 
[hat it is open and avowed Polytheism—a plurality of gods being expressly 
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worshipped and separately invoked therein—“ as God the Father” —* God the 
Son”—and “God the Holy Ghost”—such Polytheism being contrary both to the 
laws of God and of our country :—to the laws of God by the declaration of the 
Apostle, that **to us there is but one God, even the Father of whom are all 
things :”—to the laws of our county by the 9th and 10th of William IIL. ¢ ap. 32, 
as amended by the.53d George III. cap. 160, which alteration of the law still 
leaves exposed to civil disabilities and imprisonment all persons who shall 
“ maintain that there are more Gods than one.” 

That your petitioners with these views of the Church marriage ceremony, and 
of the established religion of which it is a part, have ever held it impossible for 
their members to submit and to subscribe thereunto on occasion of their mar- 
riages, without publicly, and in the face of the Established Church, protesting 
against the same. 

That the delivery of such protests by your petitioners, together with their 
refusal to kneel at“ the Altar,” and repeat certain parts of the Marriage Service 
deemed by them to be idolatrous, have exposed your petitioners to great and 
serious pain and inconvenience—that the marriages of members of their body 
have been, in consequence, sometimes refused—sometimes delayed—sometimes 
broken off, when partly celebrated—and on one occasion adjourned till a future 
day. That the members of their body have, in some instances, been kept in the 
church several hours waiting the completion of the marriage; that in others 
they have been threatened to be expelled therefrom by civil force, or be handed 
over to the terrors of the ecclesiastical courts—those hateful remnants of spiri- 
tual tyranny and popish oppression—whilst upon some occasions indeed, the 
liberality of the officiating minister hath rendered the situation of your peti- 
tioners even the more painful and embarrassing. 

That your petitioners implore your Honourable House to put an end toa 
state of things painful to all the parties concerned therein—necessary to no 
existing interest of the country—compelled by no avowcd object or policy of 
the laws—and affording neither support nor the appearance of support, to the 
religion established by law. 

That whereas the right to contract marriages before their own congregations 
being by law allowed to Jews and Quakers, your petitioners trust it will 
appear to your Honourable House, from the above statement of their doctrines 
and principles, that their scruples against conformity with the established 
religion, are as serious and as valid as those entertained by Jews or Quakers; 
whilst, from the statement of their discipline and church government, it will 
appear that they are as closely united and as distinct a body as Jews or 
Quakers, thus offering to the legislature equal securities against the per- 
formance of clandestine or unlawful marriages. That further evidence can, if 
required, be offered at the bar of your Honourable House, as to the unity and 
identity of your petitioners as a body, so as fully to justify and superinduce the 
conclusion, that, with reference to all the objects of civil society touching the 
marriage contract—such contracts may be entered into before the peopl 
known as “ Freethinking Christians,” with the same security as those contracted 
among the people called Quakers, or the members of the Jewish persuasion. 

That whilst your petitioners will not venture to dictate to your Honourable 
House the mode of relief now prayed for, they take leave to state, that, as fai 
as their own Body is concerned, the extending to their members the same 
exemption from the operation of the Marriage Act as that which is enjoyed by 
Jews and Quakers, and upon the same principle, or the permitting them to 
contract marriages before the Justices of the Peace, as in the days of the 
Commonwealth, would be a simple process of legislation, and that the same 
would be satisfactory to your petitioners. 

That regarding marriage as a civil rite, your petitioners seek only to obtain 
a legal sanction thereto, without a violation of their consciences—they ask 
this as the free citizens of a free State—as Protestants resisting all spiritual 
domination, and appealing to the Bible as the great charter of their liberties — 
as dissenters denying the right of the civil magistrate to interfere in religion o1 
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usurp authority over the consciences of men; as the Church of God, bound, 
like its master and head, to “bear witness of the truth,” and appealing, in the 
language of the Apostles, to the rulers of this world—‘“ whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” 

That regarding the connexion of religion with the State as the primary cause of 
the grievance of which your petitioners complain, and deploring the same as 
having mainly contributed ¢o the corruption of revealed religion, as giving 
occasion to the infidel and scoffer to speak evil of religion, and above all, as 
being denounced by the judgments and threatenings of God, as made known in 
the Scriptures, your petitioners, besides the relief now souglit to be obtained, 7 
pray your Honourable House to put an end to the connexion between Church and 
State—that so the power and simplicity of Divine Truth may appear—that so 
the Word of God may no longer be blasphemed—that so the judgments of 
God may peradventure be averted from our country—when “ Babylon the 
Great” shall be had in remembrance, and her sins shall have ‘reached unto 
Heaven.” 

That all and several the allegations contained in this Petition, whether as 
regards the grievance sustained by your Petitioners—their claims as a true 
Church, or all the matters and things urged against the Established Religion, 
and the Marriage Ceremony, to which they are by law required to conform— 
your petitioners are prepared to support and prove at the bar of your Honourable 
House, or before a Convocation of the Clergy for that purpose assembled, and 
they pray for such alteration in the law as in the premises shall seem meet to 
your Honourable House. And your petitioners will ever pray. 


----<> - 
ON THE POOR LAWS. 


Mr. Eprtor.— Agreeing in substance with the view which Vigil 
has taken, in your last number, of the manner in which the Poor Laws 
now operate against the moral and religious improvement of our popu- 
lation, I wish to ask him, through the medium of your publication, 
the following questions: 

Whether the evil is to be attributed to the laws themselves or to 
their faulty administration? * 

Whether the influence of the Clergy ought not be exerted with much 
more vigour than hitherto it has been towards amending in their 
parishes and neighbourhoods the method in which these laws are 
applied, before they can with propriety petition parliament for an 
alteration in the laws themselves? 

For my own part, without professing to think the system of Poor 
Laws exactly what it should be, I am anxious that the intelligence and 
zeal now at work on the subject should be exerted in the right appli- 
cation of what laws we have. It is far easier to alter laws than to 
execute them properly; and the indolent part of mankind are ever 
ready to have recourse to legislative experiments for the remedy of 
evils which are to be prevented only by diligence and attention in the 
active departments of life. I am inclined to think that Vigil will agree 
with me in this position; and would be one of the first to adopt the 
measure he proposes, if he will satisfy me that the case before us does 
not fall within the limits of the remark. Iam, &c. 

Practicus. 





® For an illustration of what may be done under the present system of laws, see 
“ Eight Letters on the Management of the Poor. By an Overseer.’-—Baldwin and Co. 











ON RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. 

Tue spirit of persecution unites itself so readily with religious zeal: 
that it has not unfrequently been mistaken for the genuine offspring of 
religion. It is, however, the direct result of that innate pride and 
bitterness, which true religion must ever tend to eradicate, Christi- 
anity itself has not escaped this grievous accusation. The enemies, as 
they are called, of revealed religion, those unhappy persons whose 
faculties have been exercised through ignorance or wilfulness in con- 
tending against the truth, have indeed not unfrequently met with 
harsh treatment in the world, and thus been led to accuse the Gospel 
of that hateful spirit, which belongs only to its mistaken or insincere 
professors. But Christianity demands to be judged by the expressions 
and tendency of its own records, which abound with passages in which 
persecution for unbelief is most explicitly condemned. When the 
Apostles, in their eager indignation, would have called down fire from 
heaven on the Samaritans who refused to receive their Lord, he thus 
rebuked them,— Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of, for the 
Son of Man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.— Luke 
ix. 55, 56. 

Notwithstanding this obvious truth, it is but too certain, from the 
testimony of history, that Christians had no sooner attained a share of 
political power, than they were ready to exercise it in the persecution 
of those who denied the evidences of their faith. From that period to 
the present this evil disposition has never ceased to exist. The warn- 
ing, therefore, of our Saviour may naturally lead us to inquire how far 
our own civil institutions are or are not liable to this accusation; how 
far our own feelings on this subject are or are not conformable to the 
will of Him who came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. 

We speak now of professed infidelity; of those who avowedly reject 
the religion of Jesus Christ, and openly endeavour to subvert the faith 
of his disciples. Can such a one justly lay cruelty and oppression to 
the charge of our established laws? —can such a one, in reference to 
these, fairly object to us that we know not what manner of spirit we 
are of? We defend not the ages that are passed, we are concerned 
with the present only, and we contend that our laws on this subject, 
as now administered, are not liable to this objection, are guiltless of 
this oppression, but have rather attained that highest point of legisla- 
tive excellence, that they require no greater sacrifice of individual 
liberty than is necessary for the welfare of the whole community. For 
the proof of this point, it will be sufficient to shew that they put no 
restraint on that kind of inquiry which will tend to elucidate truth, 
and that, whilst they prohibit those methods of discussion which are 
calculated to mislead the ignorant, their prohibitions are of a nature 
not so much to oppress the offender, as to prevent the recurrence of 
the offence. 

Now a very slight degree of consideration on the subject is suffi- 
cient to convince us that the evidences of Christianity cannot be fairly 
and fully investigated without the application of considerable learning 
and laborious research. It is true there are many things in our own 
apprehension, sufficient to convince an illiterate person of its divine 
authority. But though the unlearned may be capable, if it be true, of 
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perceiving that it is so, it is the learned only who could be competent 
judges of its falsehood, if it could be supposed to be false. For as the 
arguments and evidences of its truth are various and independent, some 
familiar to the most ordinary understandings, and some depending on 
long chains of difficult though not uncertain reasoning, each sepa- 
rately cogent, and, as we believe, conclusive, but requiring to be 
viewed in their connexion and aggregate amount ere we attain a fair 
conception of their force, it follows that whoever can acknowledge the 
application of any one of them, may justly be thereby induced to be- 
lieve; whereas no man can reasonably withhold his assent who is not 
satisfied, either by his own investigation, or by the inquiries of others 
on whom he can very certainly rely, not only that each separately is 
inconclusive, but that all taken together do not amount to proof. 

If this be correctly stated, and if the knowledge and profession of 
Christianity be not only the chief safeguard of our civil institutions, but 
the greatest practical blessing which these in any wise tend to secure 


for society, it is clearly the duty of a well ordered government, though 
10t to check the most free inquiry into the evidences of Christianity, 


1 Manner as must neces- 


yet to prevent its being conducted in such 
sarily mislead the ignorant, entrap the unwary, and violate the dictates 
of that truth which it pretends to illustrate. 

Christianity shuns not investigation, it demands inquiry; it bids 
every one, according to his ability, be ready to give a reason for the 
hope that is in him. If, in the pursuit of such investigation, the mind 
of the inquirer be staggered by objections, be overpowered by diffi- 
culties, nay, be induced to renounce what it ought to believe, the laws 
of this Christian country interfere not with his convictions. He may 
entertain them, he may express them, he may publish the grounds of 
his infidelity, every step in the process of reasoning by which he has 
been led to reject that religion which the state proposes to maintain. 
The arguments of the Deist and the Atheist may go forth, the arm of 
the law will not arrest their progress; nor can they complain of any 
other persecution than that their fallacies are exposed and their works 
nevlected. 

But the case is far otherwise when ridicule and invective against the 
established religion is made the subject of a public exhibition to a 


promiscuous assembly. Liberality and mercifulness would ill deserve 


their high esteem if they permit the mistaken infidel to mislead an 
unwary multitude by the bold assertion of falsehood oftimes sufli- 
ciently refuted, or by the offensive application of ridicule and blas- 
phemy, which without enlightening the reason, infallibly undermine 
the principles of the audience. In vain would the author of their 
delusion protest that the interference of power is altogether inadmis- 
sible in matters of speculative opinion. ‘There have been who have 
held the very distinction of property unreasonable; in whose code of 
legislation no restraint could have been imposed on theft—no penalty 
on the commission of injustice. Such persons might safely be allowed 
to publish their notions and their reasons, but the honest part of man- 
kind may reasonably expect that they should not be permitted to pro- 
pagate them, inflaming the passions of an audience too ignorant to 
judge of their arguments, or to perceive that they tend to the destruc- 
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tion of society. In like manner has a Christian community an undeni- 
able right to protect itself by law from any outrage on the foundations 
of Christian faith. 

Christians indeed cannot, consistently with their profession, or with 
the credit of their faith, be insured against the painful publication of 
the most free suppositions of its falsehood, because their religion not 
only courts inquiry, but has uniformly been confirmed by its result. 
But on the other hand they are bound to restrain by law any blasphe- 
mous attacks on its tenets, because these are no inquiry at all, and 
tend to bring it into contempt, not bya refutation of its evidence, but by 
an imposition on the understandings, and violation of the feelings of its 
believers. ‘This salutary restraint, to be effected by law, must be 
effected by some enactment of penalty or punishment. Not as though 
we thought by chastisement inflicted to correct the opinions of the 
offender, but in order that its sure expectation might deter him, or its 
example in him may hinder others from offending against the peace of 
society, by this method of enforcing his opinions. 

A truly liberal mind, a mind enlightened with that extensive view 
of human good, and warmed with that enlarged desire for its promo- 
tion which Christianity most earnestly ineculeates, must abhor persecu- 
tion properly so called in every shape, and in every degree. Lut it 1s 
most important that a mind so disposed, esp cially in the outset of lif 
should beware of being misled by the sound of words to vent on the 
due exercise of wholesome restraint that vehement indignation which 
should be reserved for the wanton cruelty of blind intolerance. In the 
case before us the offence against society is clearly made out; its 
mischief falls principally on those who are least able to protect them- 
selves, and are therefore objects of legislative care. ‘The labourer, the 
artisan, the youth, the female, the class of mankind who are least com- 
petent to judge fully of the evidences of religion, who, in proportion 
as they have less of this world’s wisdom and of this world’s goods, 
are most enlightened by its teaching, and most exalted by its promises, 
are told by the learned advocate of infidelity, that the doctrines and 
precepts of the Gospel are the invention of man, that the heaven and 
hell of which it discourses are no more than fables, and that the whole 
is a contrivance to keep them in a state of abject degradation. ‘This 
information is seconded by the most daring mockery of every thing 
Christians hold most sacred ; and the infatuated audience is dismissed 
with the flattering persuasion that in rejecting the faith of their fore- 
fathers, they have given evidence of their superior sagacity and illumi- 
nation. Can any one who is but slightly acquainted with the nature of 
the evidences of Christianity, suppose it possible that they can be 
proved to an assembly so constituted to be insufficient and absurd ? 
Can any one who wishes well to his fellow-creatures doubt that it is 
desirable to rescue them from this imposition upon their understandings, 
this ruin of their present and eternal peace? Can any one who com- 
prehends the objects of civil government, maintain that it ought not to 
interfere in repressing an offence which thus misleads the most helpless, 
and robs them of the greatest blessing they enjoy ? 

It is in the very nature of law that cach member of the community is 
liable to surrender some degree of his own liberty for the convenience 
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of the rest. He who believes in hfs conscience that Christianity is 
false, and that he may assail it by any means he thinks fit, may be apt 
to think himself aggrieved if he is prevented by the laws of his country. 
But if the penalty imposed on him be no more than necessary to 
restrain his offence, if his offence be one which the society of which he 
is a member deem highly mischievous, then, however he may com- 
plain, the law which condemns him stands justified in the estimation of 
the most liberal and compassionate of his fellow-citizens. 

But however justifiable, however expedient be our laws, it is none 
the less possible that we may deeply err in our sentiments and feelings 
on the occasion of their execution. Here too we may do well to 
inquire what manner of spirit we are of; and here we shall find reason 
to suspect that very many still cherish in private that persecuting 
temper which no longer disgraces our public institutions. ‘The more 
correct are our views as to the grounds and limits of penalties imposed 
by human laws, the more strongly shall we feel that they are designed 
for the prevention of the offence rather than for the punishment of the 
offender. ‘The power of imprisonment and death is delegated to the 
magistrate for the terror of evil doers, to deter them from evil rather 
than to inflict revenge; if he “execute wrath,” it is as “ the minister 
of God,”—of Him who has forbidden us to judge each other, who has 
proclaimed, “ Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” If then we see a fellow- 
creature expose himself to the visitation of justice, let us indulge in no 
unholy triumph, in no bitterness of evil speaking, in no selfish exulta- 
tion of our superior righteousness. 

When the offence is such as we have been here considering, indig- 
nation for God’s honour may seem natural ; yet concern and sympathy 
for human frailty may be more reasonable, more just, more christian. 
To err in our judgment, to be misled in our inquiries by self-conceit, 
to be urged on by the flattery of others or inward presumption, ‘are 
frailties to which we are every one of us liable; to be visited with the 
judicial blindness of unbelief, is a punishment which He, who knoweth 
all hearts, may think fit, for aught we know, to inflict on our continuance 
in sin. 

Obvious as is this reflection, it is certainly no uncommon case for those 
who live the most unchristian life to feel most warmly, and to express 
most freely their execration of the man who questions or denies the evi- 
dences of the Christian faith. Their own sentiments, their own habits, 
their own conversation, is constructed on principles most opposite to those 
which the gospel inculeates. To forgive injuries, to deny themselves, to 
renounce the world, to resist the devil, are duties which never occur to 
their minds as being in any sense or degree the proper occupation of 
their lives. The thoughts of death and of the ensuing judgment are 
so far from being familiar to their minds, that months and years pass 
on without their ever once meditating on the subject. Their conver- 
sation is studiously confined to the affairs of the world, and in diseuss- 
ing these ordinary topics they evince the most firm persuasion that the 
things which are seen, rather than those which are not seen, are eternal, 
And as to looking for Christ, trusting in his atonement, or endeavour- 
ing to work with that Holy Spirit which he promises to send them, 
they never think, when they make good resolutions, of any strength but 
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their own; never contemplate any merits but their own works when 
reminded of a future judgment, and never once in their lives actually 
prayed from their hearts to be saved through Jesus Christ. Yet 
these very persons, by a singular infatuation, feel very lively emotions 
of anger and hatred against the blasphemous impugner of the religion 
whose essential character themselves thus grossly violate. 

Their conduct, and it is a conduct we frequently meet with, will 
serve to remind us that the spirit of persecution is not the spirit of a 
Christian. The root of bitterness is in them unsubdued, and pride 
urges them to take vengeance on the infidel; not because his words 
are a dishonour to God, but because he presumes to call in question 
that mode of religious profession to which they have been accustomed 
to belong. Their jealousy cannot be for the honour of Christ, since 
it is shewn in disobeying his commands; their indignation flows not 
from the love of Him, or it would not take effect in hatreds and 
cruelty towards those for whom he died. He, whose heart is truly 
actuated by Christian principles ; he, in whom the Gospel has wrought 
that kind of character which it is designed to promote, looks with 
tenderness and compassion on the most gross offenders, and is strict 
in punishing their crimes, not in order to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them. It is the insincere professor, the nominal Christian but 
practical infidel, who is eager to inflict pain and persecution for 
the satisfaction of an unhallowed revenge. 

And further, we may learn with what jealous care we had need 
watch those feelings in ourselves, which make most show of being 
sanctified by zeal in God’s service. The Apostles, in proposing 
to call down fire from heaven on the Samaritans who refused to 
receive their Lord, no doubt thought for the moment, to be mani- 
festing zeal for their Master. Hits rebuke convinced them of a 
grievous mistake. Occasions continually occur, in which like them 
we are prompted to interfere for the glory of God, to censure, 
condemn, or punish those who openly dishonour his name. It becomes 
us at such times, to examine well what manner of spirit we are 
of; ere we throw the first stone at the accused, to inquire, are we 
ourselves without sin? There is no absurdity to which in ourselves 
we are more blind, or which in the eyes of Him who seeth all things 
can be more offensive, than vehement indignation for his honour 
in a heart unconformed to the spirit of his religion. To be very 
jealous for the Lord God of Hosts, is an offering which many 
are ambitious to present, but it is a privilege becoming those only 
whose hearts are right with Him, and their ways pure in His sight. 
Let us beware, lest we make it to ourselves a plea for indulging an 
uncharitable temper, an argument for our encouragement in pre- 
sumptuous security. 

A time is approaching to all, when our zeal in God’s service will be 
tried, not simply by the expression of correct opinions, not by our 
execration of offensive infidelity, but by the fruits of a lively faith, by 
temperance and chastity, by gentleness and soberness of mind, by 
activity in doing good, by watchfulness in prayer, by a pure and 
edifying conversation, by an active discharge of the duties of our 
respective professions. When we are shocked by the daring outrages 
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of the scorner, we shall do well to look within upon ourselves, to 
examine what manner of spirit we are of, and whether our own 
dispositions and conduct, compared with our excellent opportunities 
of knowledge, tend not on our part also to bring disgrace on the faith 
we maintain. A sense of our own failings, of our deep need of 
mercy, will thus most effectually enlarge our charitable construction 
of others’ misconduct, and our eagerness to restrain infidelity and 
vice will be tempered with the distinguishing mark of every Christian 
effort, that it is designed not to destroy, but to save. C. G. 


——<>-—— 
ON THE REFORMATION IN IRELAND. 


Mr. Eviror.—The remarks of your correspondent C, G, in the last 
number of your periodical, relative to the conversion of Roman Ca- 
tholics, deserve a serious and attentive consideration. It seems to me 
that the strong predisposition manifested by Roman Catholics to respect 
ecclesiastical discipline and unity, is materially in favour of their con- 
version to the Established Church; and if this circumstance be duly 
taken advantage of, it may give the Establishment such an ascendancy in 
Ireland as is justly due to it, both on divine and human grounds. The 
promptest measures however seem absolutely necessary to secure this 
object, as the numbers of the Protestant Dissenters and of Churchmen 
in that country are already much the same. If, therefore, we suffer 
the present opportunity to slip through our fingers, we shall have 
reason for much self-reproach and unavailing regret. 

Why should not some of the leading men in our Church come 
forward to establish a society for the circulation of the Scriptures and 
the Common Prayer Book and anti-popery tracts, both in the English 
and Irish languages? Or, if it should not be thought advisable to 
divide our exertions so much by forming different societies, surely the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge should be called upon to 
form a committee to consider the means of forwarding this desirable 
object. In their list of books, I can find no Bibles, Common Prayers, 
or tracts in the Irish tongue ; and their tracts on the errors of Popery 
are not generally in a sufficiently popular form, nor at all numerous. 
By supplying these deficiencies, and by calling upon their members to 
contribute farther funds for this purpose, in the same manner as was 
done some few years ago in their spirited exertions to counteract the 
dissemination of infidel principles, much might be accomplished to- 
wards combining the diffusion of sound Protestant doctrines, with the 
promotion of peace and unity among Christians, 

I send the above remarks to be inserted or not in your valuable 
miscellany as you may deem best; trusting that some measures will 
be adopted to stimulate the exertions of Churchmen towards the 
conversion of their Roman Catholic brethren, to the Protestant faith 
as maintained by our Established Church. 

Your obedient servant, 

Nov. 10th. R. O. 


We have great pleasure in directing the attention of our corre- 
spondent R. O. and of all our readers, to the most interesting report 
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just published by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 


They will there see (pp. 16, 17, 18,) that ‘the spiritual exigencies of 


the Irish poor’ have long been a subject of especial care to the 
Society. It hopes soon to be able to distribute Bibles and Common 
Prayer books in the Irish language ; in the prosecution of this work, 
it has experienced obstacles which could scarcely have been antici- 
pated, and which it was expedient should be satisfactorily removed. 
‘The limited number of biblical scholars critically acquainted with 
the Irish language, renders it difficult to procure a translator in whom 
implicit confidence can be placed. 


~~~ 3 -- 


GERSDORFF ON THE STYLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Tue writer of an article on Schleiermacher’s work on St. Luke, in 
the last number of the British Critic, is desirous to mention to any per- 
son who may have been interested in the argument for the uni/y of the 
writer drawn from the language, a very excellent German work which 
he regrets he only received after the article in question was published. 
It is called ‘ Beitrage zur Sprach charachteristik der Schriftsteller des 
Neuen Test.’ and is the work of a country clergyman named Gersdorff. 


It is written with the express view of pointing out the peculiarities of 


the style of the writers of the New Testament, and does the highest credit 
to the author’s patient observation, and to his perseverance under those 
discouragements which attend the literary undertakings of the country 
clergy of all nations,—poverty, want of books, want of friends, want of 
encouragement. ‘The bonhommie with which he alludes to these diffi- 
culties in his Preface, is, if the writer may be pardoned the affectation 
of a second French phrase, quite impayable. He received Griesbach’s 
New Testament as a premium at college from the well-known Fischer ; 
he bought a Concordance for a few Groschen; and with these books he 
set to work. Griesbach was struck with him; but he had no money 
to publish. ‘The French came, and he was in imminent danger of being 
sent off from his Concordance to join the army. When that peril was 
over, the old evil of poverty remained; and the poor and learned 
minister was driven from post to pillar till the well-known Keil most 
liberally and kindly took him up, and acted the part of Lucina to poor 
Gersdorff’s literary offspring. And no human being was ever prouder 
or happier than was the excellent pastor of Trautmandorff at seeing 
himself in print. His pride, indeed, need not be wondered at, for his 
work would do credit to any man under any circumstances however 
favourable, He examines part of St. Matthew’s and St. Luke’s 
Gospels at length, and then presents his observations on construction, 
position, &c, &c. in a systematic shape. It may not be uninteresting 
to state his conviction of the genuineness of the commencement of 
St. Matthew’s Gospel, from considerations of style. His work alto- 
gether may be confidently recommended to the attention of every 
biblical student. 
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CHRISTMAS DAY. 


* Watchman, Watchman, what of the night ?”* 
Say, doth it speed its weary flight ? 

“ Watchman, Watchman, what of the night ?” 
The night of ages it breaks away, 

The clouds are stained with the orient ray, 
And “ it groweth apace to the perfect day.” 

I see from my watch-tower in the skies 

The Star of Bethlehem arise: 

Scarce is its upward course begun, 

Yet its beams are brighter than the sun. 
He comes, he comes, the world to bless ; 
It is the Sun of Righteousness!” 

He comes “ with healing on his wings,” 
*¢ Glad tidings of great joy” he brings; 
Joy to the sinner and the slave, 

And triumph o’er the greedy grave. 

Let the wide world and vaulted sky 

Echo the voic es heard on high, 

« Peace upon earth and harmor y!” 
Prepare we now the natal feast 

To hail the long-expected guest. 

Oh! how shall I meet my God aright? 

In what doth the Lord of Heaven delight ? 
Seeks he the conscience clear as glass, 
Reflecting with unsullied face 

The lineaments of love and grace 7— 
Alas, for man! he ne’er may find 

Such purity in mortal mind. 

But from the wounded, bleeding, heart 

He draws the sin-envenomed dart: 

For him all hopeless and forlorn, 

This day the Child of God is born: 

To him the living pledge is given 

Of pi ace on earth, and bliss in Heaven. 





MONTHLY REGISTER. 
BRITISH SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE RELIGIOUS PRINCI- 
PLES OF THE REFORMATION, 
A nore has been addressed, by one 
of the advocates of this Society, to the 


incumbent of a parish in which Roman 
Catholics abound, enclosing of 


ledged the receipt of his letter, had he 
not during the last fortnight been ab- 
sent from home. Mr. G. declines 


one receiving for the use of his parish- 





their tracts, newly printed, and politely 
offering him many copies he 
might desire to have for the use of his 
neighbourhood. The 
swer was returned, the parties 
strangers to eac h other. 

Mr. G. presents his compliments to 
Mr. R. and would sooner have acknow- 


as as 


following an- 


} 


ng 
veiling 





* Isaiah xxi. 


ioners any copies of the pamphlet, 
which Mr. R. was so good as to en- 
close, being himself extremely inter- 
ested in attempting the conversion of 
the Roman Catholics by a method the 
very reverse of that which is contem- 
plated by the Reformation Society. 
Judging from experience in his own 
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parish, he is of opinion that the prevail- 
ing objection in their minds against 
becoming Protestants is an impres- 
sion, which the constitution of this 
Society tends greatly to encourage, 
viz. that Protestants are indifferent to 
the sinfulness of schism, to the autho- 
rity of an ordained ministry, to the 
efficacy of sacramental ordinances, and 
to the integrity of the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints. His own anxiety 
therefore for their conversion ] 
him to regret the very formation of this 
Society, and to deprec ite the intro- 
duction of its principles in a parish 
which his superior has 
solemnly committed to his charge. 
to his views 


leads 


ecclesiastical 


not, according 


d ity, 


He dare S 
of Christian 
association which agrees to disturb, if 
possible, the religious impressions of 
others, without making any distinct 
definitive substituting 
new ones in their stead; which unites 
in converting them from the errors of 
the Romish Church, but is from its 
very indifferent as to 
whether its converts, after renouncing 
the inventions of the Court of Rome, 
are confirmed in the unity of the true 
Catholic Church, or become Baptists 
or Quakers, Presbyterians or Inde- 


countenance an 


provision for 


constitution 


ject which have led his mind to so dif- 


pendants, Socinians or Unitarians. He 
confesses that he cannot understand 
how a conscientious Roman Catholic 
would be nearer to the way of salva- 
tion by adopting any of these errors 
than by retaining his own. 

On these and many other considera- 
tions, which he is unwilling to obtrude 
on Mr. R., Mr. G. declines his offer 
of a supply of tracts from the Refor- 
mation Society. He purposely r 
frains from stating his objections to 
the particular tract inclosed in Mr. 
R.’s letter. Nor would he have 
written thus much, but that he feels 
this explicit statement of his views to 
accord best, if not with this world’s 
courtesy, yet with christian « 
and christian charity. Nor can he 
conclude without assuring Mr. R. that 
to the best of his belief he is open to 
conviction, and that as he has not 
formed his opinions without som 
practical experience and consid 
reflection, so would he willingly giv 
his utmost attention to any further 
communication from Mr. R. of facts 


or reasonings connected with this sub- 
} 


lout 


rable 


ferent a conclusion. 


Nov. 19, 1827. 


a ee 


PROTESTANTS IN FRANCE. 


A new Protestant Church was con- 
secrated at Nanteuil-les-Meanx (near 
Meaux) on the 4th of November last, 
by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Luscomnae, at 
the request of the Protestants of that 
district, made to him through their 
pastor, Mons. Sabonadiere. Dr. L. 
was attended on this interesting oc- 
casion by the Rev. Drs. Jarvis and 
Péneveyre, two Clergymen of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in North 
America, who were at that time in 
Paris; by the Rev. Messrs Brereton and 
Foyster, two English Clergymen, and 
by M. Oegger, who has been first vicar 
of the Cathedral of Notre Dame, but 
who has resigned that office from con- 
scientious motives. On arriving at the 
Church door, the Bishop was received 
by the consistory and principal male 
members of the congregation, who 

VOL. IX. NO, XII. 


ranged themselves in two lines, with 
their psalm-books in their hands, and 
as the advanced into the 
Church, they were joined by the 
whole congregation in singing the 24th 
Psalm. The consecration service 
performed by Bishop Luscomb« Dr 
larvis read the Epistle, and Mr. Brere- 
ton the Gospel; Dr. Péneveyre read 
the Lessons and Commandments in the 
desk, according to the order of the 
French Protestant worship ; and Mons. 
Sabonadiere, the minister of th 


gregation, read prayers in the | ulpit, 


proce ssion 


con- 


and preached a very eloquent sermon, 
from Genesis xxvili. 17. 
What renders this event the more 


interesting is, that Meaux (in the vi- 
cinity of which Nanteuil is situated) 
was the first place in France wher 
the doctrines of the Reformation were 
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preached, and the first where Protes- 
tant blood was shed, and the see of 
the most subtle opponent of the 


. 
formed religion (Bossuet), who doubt- 
less thought he had extirpated it for 


ever from his diocese. Our readers, 


e- 


we are sure, will rejoice with us at 
this triumph of the reformed religion. 


SARDINIA. 

Popisu Inroterance.—The King 
of Sardinia has issued an ordonnance, 
by which it is decreed that DProtes- 
tants, dying in his dominions, shall 
be interred without any public cere- 
mony; and that the funeral shall not 
be attended by more than twelve Pro- 


— a — 


THE REV. W. M. HARTE AND 
BARBADOS. 


COPY OF PUBLI ADVERTISEMENT FROM 
THE BARBADOS MERCURY. 

Parish of St. Lucy. Aprib 17, 1827. 

A FULL meeting of the inhabitants of 


the Parish of St. Lu V, is also of all 





prot 1 of ives and other property in 
the par , is most earnestly requested at 
the parish School-room on § rday nex 
the 21st instant, at 10 o’clock in the mot 

ing, to take into consideration a subject of 
vast importance to the tranquillity and 
well-being of the Parish ind to adopt 
such measures as wil nd to secure th 





proper exercist of authority, ind re pel th 
insults to which the white inhabitants, who 
attend the parish church, are now subjected. 
JOHN Pover GRIFFITH, 
Churchwarden. 
RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE ABOVE- 
MENTIONED MEETING. 


Resolved, 1st.—That the inhabitants of 


this parish are fully impressed with the im- 
portance of imparting religious knowledge 
to their slaves, and are ready to afford 
them all safe facilities of obtaining this kind 
of instruction. 

2d. That in all communities, dis- 
tinctions of rank are necessary to the safety 
and well-being of society, and more es- 
pecially in such a one as ours, where the 
hand of nature has drawn a mark of dis- 
tinction between the proprietor of the soil 
and his depen lants. 

3d.—That any attempts proceeding from 
the ministers of religion to destroy these 








testants.—( Archives du Christianisine, 
Octobre, 1827.) 
WESTPHALIA. 

LIBERALITY OF A Romisu Bisuor. 
The following anecdote forms a de- 
lightful and Christian contrast to the 
preceding instance of bigotry. 

The Roman-Catholic Bishop of Pa- 
derborn, in Westphalia,—the Baron - 
von Ledebur, has granted to the Pro- 
testant inhabitants of Buren the use 
of the church which formerly belonged 
to the Jesuits; as the distance of Buren 
from Paderborn prevents the aged and 
infirm from repairing to that city, to 
attend the ordinances of the Protes- 
tant religion.—( Ibid. ) 


THE PARISH OF ST. LUCY, 


distinctions, to amalgamate and level the 
two classes of our country, must tend to 
endanger the safety and property of the 
white inh 





tants, and cannot be otherwise 
than injurious to the civil condition and 
religious improvement of the black popu- 
lation, by exciting in their minds discon- 
tent and views inconsistent with their 
situation; and in the proprietors a just 

alousy against the design and motives of 
those who are ippointed to the office of the 


religious instruction of their slaves. 





ith.—That it is with deep concern that 
the inhabitants of this parish have observed 
the frequ 





I attempts made by the rector 
of the parish to destroy the distinctions 
which they deem so necessary to their 
Salety ; more especially evinced by his 
offensive sermon on Easter Sunday, and 
his disgraceful conduct whilst administer- 
ing the most holy sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, thereby endeavouring to alienate 
their slaves from a sense of their duty, by 
inculeating doctrines of equality inconsis- 
tent with their obedience to their masters 
and the policy of this island. 

5th.—That the inhabitants are therefore 
ler the painful necessity of declaring 
thus unequivocally their determination to 
refuse the Rev. W. M. Harte admission 
into their estates, and to prevent, as much 


un 


as possible, all intercourse between him 
and their slaves. 

6th.—That « opies of these resolutions be 
sent to His Excellency the Governor and 
the Lord Bishop of the Diocese; and 
that the inhabitants of this parish venture 
to hope that his Lordship will restore the 
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peace and tranquillity of the parish, by 
adopting such measures as may in bis wis- 
dom seem expedient to relieve them from 
those insults and injuries of which they so 
justly complain—a termination of which 
can only be etfected by the removal of Mr. 
Harte, the present incumbent, who has 
deservedly lost the confidence, respect, and 
regard of every white Inhabitant in this 
parish, 


THE BISHOP’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH- 
WARDEN OF ST. LUCY’S. 
Gibraltar House, 24th April, 1827. 
Mr. Churchwarden,—I had yesterday 
the honour of receiving from the hands of 
Sir Reynold Alleyne and Colonel O’ Neal, 
a COpy of Resolutions pass data meeting 
of the inhabitants of the parish of St. Lucy, 
and containing important charges, but of a 
general nature, against the rector of th 
parish. 
On one of these charges, which is mort 
) 


Ly 


specific, I have already proceeded to act, by 
requiring the Rev. Mr. Harte to lay before 
me a copy of the sermon preached by him 
on Easter Sunday ; and with regard to the 
other grounds of complaint contained in 
the fourth resolution, I shall be ready to 
institute an inqu into them as soon as I 
shall be furnished with specifi harges 
founded on that resolution, on which I 
may judicially proceed. 

It may be proper to inform you, that I 





am obliged to leave Barbados this « ning 
for a few weeks on official busin 


CHURCHWARDEN’S ANSWER TO THE 
BISHOP’S LETTER OF 24TH APRIL. 


My Lord, With reference to your 





Lord letter, addressed to nm 5 
churchwarden of th rish of St. I ,on 
the subject of certain r lutions pa at 
i meeting of the inhabitant it parish, 
nd presented to you Lordship by Sir 
Reynold A. Alleyn and Colonel O'Neal, 
touching the conduct of tl Rev. Mr. 
Harte; and in consequence of which your 
Lordship was pleased to expr to me 


your readiness to institute an inquiry into 
them, as soon as you sh uld be furnished 
with specific charges on which you might 


judicially proc ed; I have the honour to 


inform your Lordship that I submitte 1 
your letter to the vestry of the parish, who, 
after a full and mature consideration of 
the several matters which can be proved 


against Mr. Harte, have desired me re- 
vectfully to state to your Lordship, that 


I 
they forbear appealing to the Ecclesiastic il 


Court, on the charges which they have to 
prefer against Mr. Harte, until he may be 
condemned or acquitted of certain charges 
which are intended to be exhibited against 
him at the next Court of Grand Sessions, 
and for which purpose the necessary pro 
ceedings will be immediately instituted 
against him. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, your 
Lordship’s obedient humble servant, 
JOHN Poyer Grirritu, 
Churchwarden. 


COPY OF WARRANT. 
July 5, 1827. 
John Poyer Griffith (Churchwarden), thi 

Vestry of the parish of St. Lucy, against 

the Rev, William Marshall Harte, rector 

of said parish ; 

For uttering certain words, and using such 
language to and in the presence and hearing 
of certain slaves of the parish of St. Lucy, in 
this island, on certain days and times be 
tween the Ist day of January, 1826, and 
the Ist day of July, 1827, as tended di- 
rectly or indirectly, in their nature and 
import, to excite a spirit of insubordination 
ind tumult amongst the said slaves. 

The above is a true copy of the record 
in the office-books of Justice Moore and 
myself. 


W. H. GRANT. 


REV. MR. HARTE’S LETTER TO THE BISHOP, 
July 6, 1827. 

My Lord,—As the parish of St. Lucy 
have declined for the present bringing for- 
ward any specific charges against be- 
fore your Lordship, notwithstandin the 
anxiety which I professed to meet any 
inquiry whi h your Lordship might be 
pleased to institute, and your Lordship’s 
readiness to institute such inquiry on the 
exbibition of such charges, I consider it 
ict of respect to your Lordship, and 

of justice to myself and the other clergy, 
vithout an 





not to permit the matter to re 





endeavour to exculpate myself from the 
} 
I 


general accusations, which appeared in the 





resolutions ypted in the parish, on the 
21st of April last, and published by orde1 
of the meeting in the three several news- 


papers of the island. I trust therefore 
that your Lord hij will have the goodness 
to receive my defence, either by a personal 
communication, or in writing, as yout 
Lordship may deem expedient. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, your 
Lordship’s faithful and obedient servant, 
W. M. Harte, 
Rector of St. Lucy’ 
l'o the Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop, 
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THE BISHOP’S REPLY TO THE PRECEDING. 





Gibr r LHe e, July 7 
R Sir,—I have to knowle ie 
receipt of your letter of this day’s date, 


and shall be ready to receive your defence 

n writing, whenever you may be pre- 

before me. 

I am, Rev. Sir, your’s faithfully, 
W. H. BarBabos. 

To the Rev. W. M. Harte, & 


DEFENCE. 
TO THE RIGHT REV. THE LORD BISHOP OF 
BARBADOS AND THE LEEWARD ISLANDS. 





St. I »July16, 1827 

»—I beg t your Lords p 
w pt my best thanks for your - 
1 ind nde nsio 1 permitting 
to lay before your Lordship 1 
‘ the general tions « on- 
< t $a ter « he | I h 
wer i ed 1 it s i 
publ , P in this parish on t 21st 
ol \pril li ¥ r Lord p is aware, 
th media tl I 5 ‘ bs] y r 








I ( ct; and I fe confident ut 
he cha had f and 
opportunity been afl i to me ot ng 
to n in detail, I st ld ha en 
I lly to hav fied your | iship, 

1 th pu tla , that | had not de- 
served the ations. 

The cl re imn tely aff g 
r ter as Rector of t parish ar 
int ! » tl rtl olut nd, 
as far they can be | ht inte y 

fie { . they , y | cor . d 
fall der the three following heads, 
namely 

First, —The frequent attempts made by 
me to destroy the d ctions, wh the 
vi inhabitants deem so nece ry to 
their safety 

S diy—My having pre in of- 
fensive sermon on Easter Sunday; and 

Thirdly.—My disgraceful conduct whilk 
administering the holy sacrament of th 
Lord’s Supper. 

Ist.—With respect t f th 
charges, as it pecifi 1 1 r act, 
time, or place, I am obliged in my def 
to give a detailed account of my publ 
( duct from the « mencemer ot my 
duties as Rector of this parish his 
event took place in the latter l of tl 
year 1815 I wu ‘ l I pa 
rishioners with th reat a ess and 
respect, nor did any tl occur to inter- 
ruy tl rood ul st ling between u 


the slaves, by opening my church on Wed- 


s for that express purpose, 





ifter having previously announced my in 
tention in a sermon preached about a 
month before [ began. I had also secured 
the cooperation of a few respectable plan- 


ters in the parish. On the second evening 





ring to a very crowded congregation 
of negroes, I was grossly insulted by a 
white man, whose misbehaviour in the 
nd on whom, 


vit, I had re- 


irch I had observed ; 





when I came from the pul 


spectiully impressed the nece sity ol de- 

nh ana propr y of nd t on account 
ot t ri t I example on tl negroes. 
I f nyself at that time compelled to 
laim the protection of an acting magistrate 

\ in the church He seemed to 
think it proper that one or more constables 
should atter n future, but this sugges- 


tion was, as I believe from unavoidable 
ie following 


Monday, on which was a vestry meeting, 


f ls of the person alluded to at- 

l, and I received a verbal message 

f 1 the vestry, that “they would be 
o 1 to to hold my lectures else- 


where.”’ In consequence of my fears of 


personal violence, 1 was induced without 
l of t to go to His Excellency Lord 
Combermere, and claim bis Lordship’s 
protection, which he readily granted. 
From this pe riod, Il xperie need but little 
opposition, though it was plain from 
various cir¢ ances that the objection to 
my proceeding was very gene ul. Iwould 
hei ol rve,that my imn diate predeces- 
sor had re¢ ved from the ve stry annually 
#100 as a present, and that it was con- 
t 1 to me until the 25th of March, 


1819, after which time it ceased. It may 
be right to state to your Lord that at 
the first commencement of the lectures, the 





( rk and exton begged to de line atte id- 


ing the church on the Wednesday evenings, 
is they conceived that such attendance 
formed no part of their duty. However I 
proceeded in the undertaking which I had 
commenced; until, in the year 1820, my 


wife’s health, which had been much im- 


paired in the preceding year, and had 
suffered greatly from her constant fears 
luced 


me to determine on taking her to England 





rning my personal safety, ir 


for tl 1dvantage of a cold climate. His 
Excellency the Governor was satisfied with 
this reason for my absence from the parish, 
nd with the arrangements which I had 
made for the performance of my parochial 
duties. Having obtained His Excellency’s 
ficial leave of absence for a year, I left 
this island with my family on the 17th of 
June, 1820. On the 25th of M ay, 1821, 
I returned, having not been absent for a 
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full year: and on the 16th of September 
following, I recommenced my course of 
lectures to the slaves, having previously 
preached on the subject of their religious 
instruction a sermon, which has been since 
published by order of the “ Society for the 
Conversion and religious Instruction and 
Education of the Negro Slaves in the British 
West India Islands.”’ I met with no oppo- 
sition, but at the same time with no 


encouragement, except from Samuel Lea- 





cock, Esq. the proprietor of a neighbouring 
plantation, and Major Leacock, who have 
invariably continued down to the present 


moment to encourage the religious instruc- 


) 


tion of their slaves. rhe lectures were 
delivered on Sunday afternoons, service 
commencing at five o’clock. Ihe concre- 


gation of negroes was small, rarely 
amounting to fifty, but most commonly 
not more than twenty, and sometimes far 
below that number. However I perse- 
vered, though the service has been per- 
formed to two only. With respect to my 
conduct during the intermediate time be- 
tween my return to the country ind your 
Lordship’s arrival in the West Indies, I 
beg to refer your Lordship to the testimony 
afforded to it in certain letters from Sir 
R. A. Alleyne, written in 1823 and 1824. 

This testimony may be the more satis- 
factory to your Lordship, as it proceed 
from a gentleman who, from the prominent 
part which he has lately taken against me, 
cannot be supposed to have spoken so 
favourably of me but from a full conviction 
that I deserved it. 

In June 1823, conceiving that the public 
mind was better di 





sposed towards the reli- 
gious instruction of the slaves, I commenced 
a second time a course of Wednesday even- 
ing lectures, which were at first very well 
attended by the negroes, but in a short 
time I was compelled, in consequence of 
certain irregularities (not attributable to 
the slaves) which occurred dur 





ing services, to have the t 
earlier hour; namely, five o'clock. But 
as this hour interfered with the required 
labour of the slaves, very few were able to 
attend; and I was soon cor pelle 1 to dis- 
continue the service altogether. 

Your Lordship’s arrival gav 1 fresh 
impulse to the public mind on the subject. 
The system of catechetical instruction was 


now adopted on many plantations in my 


parish, which were occasionally visited by 
me. However I did not discove any 
great increase in th congregations at 


church. In May, 1825, I commenced a 


weekly afternoon lecture 


again with your 
Lordship’s concurrence; but in a few 
of the 
negroes ceasing to attend, which I have 


months I gave it up, in conse juence 


good reason to believe arose from the plan- 
ters not feeling themselves able to afford so 
much time from the labour of their planta- 
tions. I think it right to observe to your 
Lordship, that on this occasion, as well as 
on every other, I have never pressed the 
attendance of the slaves on public worship 
in opposition to their masters’ wishes, nor 
in any way interfered with the authority 
which the master has by law over his slave. 

After the confirmation, which your 
Lordship held in this parish, and at which 
about 130 slaves were confirmed, a con- 
siderable incitement was given to the 
negro mind on the subject of religion. 
Being authorized at this time by a resolu- 
tion of a committee of the Branch Associa- 
tion, | was enabled to employ as a Sunday 
schoolmaster for the slaves a competent 
young person, who was receiving his edu- 
cation at the parochial school for whites, 
which, with the Divine blessing, I had 
happily succeeded in establishing in May, 
1825, and which was flourishing very 
much under the care and superintendancs 
of Mr. H. Leacock, Master and Catechist. 
The anxiety to obtain the National Society’s 
cards was very great, both in the young 


and adult negroes, and many were pur 


chased by them. Every thing now began 
to wear a most promising appearance. The 
attendance of the negroes on the Sunday 
mornings, which they seemed now to pré 
fer to the Sunday afternoons, had very 
greatly increased, and appeared to be in- 
creasing. Soon after my return, in Fe- 
bruary last, from the Southern Islands of 
the Diocese, with your Lordship, I found 
the attendance of the younger negroes more 
especially greatly decreased; and on in 
quiring of the elder ones into the cause, I 
was told that it proce¢ ded from the Sunday 
dances, which, as it was now the height of 
crop time, were constantly taking place, 
and beginning at about four o'clock in the 
afternoon. On a Sunday or two after 
wards, we were disturbed in the church by 
the drumming and noise of a dance ata 
I then resolved to 
enforce an old law of the island, fini ill 
ich dances in thei 


short distance from it. 


persons who permitted 
plantations. Though my intention was 
fully known, and (as I thought) partially 


ipproved of in the parish, yet two da 


took place on the following Sunday after- 
noon. I addressed a letter to the propri 

tor of one of these plantations, Mr. Howard 
Griffith, and to the manager of the other 
belonging to the Rev. Mr. Brome, who is 
now in England: but on finding t 


negroes would be obliged to pay the pe- 
nalty, I felt myself placed in a di ilt 
situation. Having ascertained that this 


would excite great dissatisfaction among 
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them, I apprised several managers of the 


circumstance, and stated to them that 
** rathe than excite discontent in their 
minds, anxious as I was to suppress the 
Sunday dances, I should give it UD ; ’ nor 
have I prosecuted person whatsoever 





in any instance. yper to add 
that, from the prosecution 
was expected, the catechist was refused 
1dmission into the Rev. Mr. Brome’s plan- 
itions, and that of Mr. Howard Griffith. 


hink it p 


time when a 


t 


every reason (oO suppose that this 
attempt to suppress the Sunday dan 
excited a very unfavourable feeling against 
me, and I cannot but consider it as one of 
the causes which led to the meeting on the 


21st of April last, and produced the 


which dictated the resolutions 


spirit 
against me. 
1 have now plainly stated to your Lord- 
ip the course which I have pursued as a 
minister of the gospel towards the negro 


parish. The lecture 


to the slaves, and which 


population of the 
vhich I preache 


have been published by two Societies in 








Society for promoting Christian Knowledge,” 
will convince your Lordship and the publ 

ut large, that my endeavour has invariably 
been to impress on their minds the duty of 


] 














contentment and obedience to their mas- 
ters’ authority. 
2dly.—With repect to the second charge, 
which relates to my preached an 
offer sermon on Easter Sunday, I can 
only say that I have had the honour of 
la the sermon before your Lordship, 
ind to your Lordsh p’s ypinion ¢ that 
i I shall submit with all enc 
sly rhe third char tates th 
‘ t was raceful in admit ng 
tl nost holy ra t o } Lor 
S ! rh rcumstances ar¢ icfly 
t At the last ta W t 
filled with the whites, I t re tl he 
icant pace sl ld occupl d by tl 
coloured people but the consecrated 
ment re administered in no instance to 
the coloured before the whites. I passed 


bread from the white communi- 





cants to the coloured, and th Rev. Mr. 
Hamilton, who assisted me in the adminis- 
tration, did the same with the Your 
Lordship will determine wh s con- 
duct is irregular, or deserves censure n 


ny minister of the gospel. 

» thus endeavoured to answer the 
charges which are implied in the published 
resolutions of the parish; aud I should con- 
clude my defence here, were it not that there 
is annexed to the resolutions a letter from 
Sir R. A. Alleyne, reflecting severely on 
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Your 
Lordship will allow me to enter somewhat 


my conduct as rector of this parish. 


into detail on the subject of this letter, and 
excuse the repetition of some circumstances 
which I have mentioned before. In conse- 
quence of my wife’s impaired state of health, 
already alluded to, I obtained an official 
leave of absence from Lord Combermere, 
he then Ordinary, and proceeded with my 
England. His Lordship ex- 
pressed himself perfectly satisfied with the 
arrangements which I had made for the 
| of the duties of the parish 
during my After I had been in 
England four months, I heard by 
accident that the gentleman to whose care 
I left the charge of my parish, had quitted 
the island; but I heard at the same time 
rgyman was then expected in 


family to 


veriormance 
absence. 


inere 


that a cl 


Barbados, who would most probably un- 
Ihe same probability 

is also held out to me in letters received 
and in 


dertake the curacy. 


irom my re lations after that time 
consequence of various assurances in these 
s, | entertained no doubt that a curate 
n procured. At iength in March, 
1821, I received an official communication 
Mr. Hinds, that it was impossible to 
island. 
to return, and wrote 





i curate in the Upon this, 
to him 
I re- 
iid A. Alleyne’s 
15th of April 


earliest conveyances, and 


I determine 
to inform him that I should do so. 
ceived soon after Sir Reyn 
tter. I embarked on the 
one of the 


in this country on the 25th of May, 


fourteen days before the expiration 
rhe letter addressed 
to me by Sir R. Alle yne ré 





ve of absence 


mained on the 


minutes of the vestry, while no notice was 


taken of my reply to it. I regret that I 





have kept no copy of th s reply ; but I pre- 
ime Sir R. Alleyne is in possession of the 
original letter, which will speak for itself, 
After an rval of some years, when I 





d that the feelings which led to the 
of the letter in 


ly subsided, I wa 


juestion had en- 
induced, in justifi- 


cation of my own character, and with a 





r 
cusation, to write under the letter, 


view to render my defence as permanent 
is my a 
and in a blank part of the paper, the two 
observations which appear there. I admit 

sure was imprudent, and that 
I was led by my feelings at the moment to 


act in a way which my cooler judgment 


that the mez 


must condemn; but I hope that the cir- 
cumstances of the case are such, as, in 
your Lordship’s judgment and the opinion 
of the parishioners, will remove all sus- 
picion of intended insult to the vestry. 

On the 21st of April, being six days after 
Easter Sunday, the public meeting took 
place, at which the resolutions were passed ; 
and on the 27th, my clerk resigned his 
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place. From that time no one has been 


appointed to succeed him Your Lordship 
will observe with regret, that the fifth reso- 
lution prohibits me 1 minister of the 
gospel from visiting, or in any w Ly com- 
municating with the 1 ion of 
my parish. In one inst re a 
Christian slave died on Mr. 





’ tat ] 
Brome’s estate, I was not permitted even to 
perform the rites of interment, and my ap- 
plication was treated with contempt by the 


manager. I am obliged also to add, that 


since the passing of the resolutions, not 
only has the Sunday School for slaves 
been discont ied, but the 1 rr¢ have, 
with very few exceptions, never been seen 
at church, and four of the sl , who 
before were constant communicants, art 
now always absent from the Lord’s ‘I 

so that from a congregation of s] s, some 

times about 200 in number, I have now 


never more than from seven to twen 
I have now submitted to your Lordship 





some of the more important parts of my 


conduct as a minister of 





have menti 


ledge and 





which has either occasioned, or is in any 
way connected with, the pi t ] :ppy 
differences between myself and my pa- 
rishioners. I have, my Lord, pursued 
uniformly but on urse, I have dered 
it my duty to prea h th Gos} | to every 


human being within the extent of my 
parochial charge. I am under the most 


solemn obligation to m known the 





saving truths of our most holy religion to 
pt rsons of every compl xion und « | ition ; 
and from this obligation, no 1 ird to the 
favour or « ispleasure of my neighbours can 
ever release me. Fearlessly | 1 de 
nounced judg ts of God agair I 
but never in a way which ht to be re- 
garded as per onal, or which ¢ co 
strued into a desire to attack the ttender 
rather than the offence. I | been 
charged with endeavouring to lessen th 
authority of the masters over tl uve 


I felt it a duty to court an investigation. 
My accusers shrink from the inquiry in 
that quarter where the accusations were 
firstlaid. They now shift their ground and 
threaten me with a prosecution in crimi- 
nal court. I have received official infor 
mation from two magistrates in Bridge- 
town, that the churchwarden and vestry 
of this parish have preferred before them a 
complaint against me on the following 
charge, namely, “ for uttering certain words 
and using such language to and in the 
presence and hearing of certain slaves of 
the parish of St. Lucy, in this island, on 
certain days and times between the first 
day of January 1826, and the first day of 


~“I 
— 


July 1827, as tended directly or indirectly 
in their nature and import to excite a pirit 
of insubordination and tumult amongst the 
said slaves,’’-—a charge so vague and gene- 
ral, that I do not hesitate to say it may be 
brought against any man in th West 
Indies. I again challenge my accusers to 
substantiate their accusations against me ; 
and I express my entire readiness to sub- 


mit my cause to any competent and im 


partial tribunal. I use the language of 


confidence, but I hope not of arrogan 





nor 
of contention. My wish and my earns 


prayers are to live in christian charity 





with all men, but more especially with 
those committed to my spiritual charge. 

If in the indiscretion of the moment, or 
from irritation and undue excitement (for 
we have all of us our failings,) I have at 
any time spoken in language calculated to 
give offence to my brethren, I feel and am 
sorrow for it. And 
if also any one under the influence of mis 


ready to acknowledge 





taken views or excited feelings, has ex- 
pressed himself with apparent harshne 
or unkindness towards me, from the | 


of my heart I forgive him. I cannot but 


ottom 


regard those who are at present unhappily 





opposed to me as persons still unde 


pi ual care, and for whoss ls J 
r has one that must give acct 4 I 
regard them as my brethren; and most 


nxious am I, that the time may soon 
arrive, when I may also consider them as 
friends, and when the christian precept 
loa one an ther may be sincerely ind 
practically observed by us all, ; 


I have the honour to be, with tl 


est respect, my Lord, your Li 
faithful and obedient servant, 


W. M. H 


THE BISHOP’S REPLY. 


Gibraltar House, July 19, 18$ 
Rev. SIR, I have to acknowled 


receipt on Tuesday last, of your defe1 





together with the several documents co 
tained in the Appendix; and in the absenc 





of any specific charges, I have no hi 
tion in saying, that I can perceive nothing 
in your conduct which either deserves my 


censure, or justifies the very strong la 
uage used against you by certain of the 
inhabitants of your parish. 





The sermon preached by you on I 
day, I have read ; it is a plain and powe 
ful denunciation against sin, but contai 
nothing in my opinion, in matter or in 
language, that can be called offensive Avi 
to an offending conscience. 

And with respect to the mode of admi- 
nistering the Holy Communion, as detailed 
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by yourself and confirmed by the testimony 
of your curate, I feel myself called upon to 
state that the same mode has been pursued 
under my own eye at the cathedral, as 
most suitable to the nature and dignity of 
the sacrament, and to the spirit of that 


gospel, which knows no distinction in 


matters of grace. 
I am Kev. Sir, your's faith fully, 
W. H. Barsapbos. 
Rev. W. M. Harte. 
THE BISHOP TO THE REV. W. M. 
Gibraltar Ilouse, 2d A 


HARTE, 


1827. 


REVEREND Sir,—I have to request as 
early an answer as possible to the enclosed 
Charges which I have received from the 


Churchwarden of your parish, and which 
have subsequently appeared in the Bar- 
bados Mercury of July 31st; and I have 
further to call your attention to the 
ing passage in a letter 

Churchwarden 


follow- 
al signed by the 
, and published in the same 





paper :— 
‘‘T have it also on the best authority, 
that a certain highly offensive passage in 


that Sermon, and which is clearly remem 


bered by many of the audience, does not 
appear in the copy which he has laid before 
the Lord Bishop. Now, if he has sup- 
pre ssed one offen has, of 
and it is no wonder 


ive part of it, he 


course, 4 


every other; 
that it sh 
approbation of his Lordship.” 

I am, Rev. Sir, your’s faithfully, 


W. H. Barsapos, 


therefore, yuld have received the 


Rev. W. M. Harte. 


MR. HARTE’S REPLY TO THE PRECEDING. 
Bridgetown, Aug. 2, 
My Lorp, I have had the hon 
letter of th 
certain Charges which have been 
preferred against me by the 
of the parish of Saint Luc Vy; 
inform your Lordship, that I will reply to 





receiving your Lordship’ s date, 
inclosing 
Churchwarden 
and I b gy to 
them with as little delay as possible. 

Ican solemnly assure your Lordship, that 
the copy of the Sermon which I have had 
Lord- 
ship, does not vary in a single word from 
that preached by me on Easter-day. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your 

Lordship’s faithful servant, 
W. M. Harte. 
The Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop, &c. &c. 
Bridgetown, Au 

My Lorp,—I beg leave, 
with your Lordship’s request, to submit to 
your consideration the Answers 
to the specific Charges preferred against 


the honour of laying before your 


. 3, 1827. 


in compliance 


inclosed 
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me by the Churchwarden of the parish of 
Saint 


your Lordship unnecessarily with details 


Lucy. I am unwilling to trouble 
when a short explanation may answer the 
should your Lord- 


information on 


required purpose ; but 





ship wish for fuller 


particular point, I am perfectly ready to 


any 


give it. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, your 
Lordship’s faithful servant, 
W. M. Harte, 
Rector of Saint Lucy’s. 


The Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop, &c. &c. 


CHARGES 
Preferred by the Churchwarden and Vestry 
of the parish of St. Lucy, in the island 
of Barbados, against the Rev. Wm. 
Mar shall Harte, the Rector of the said 
parish, 
First. 


hath not 


That the said William M. Harte 
discharged his duty properly, 


and did, in a certain d delivered by 


discours 


him from the pulpit, in the parish church 


of the said parish of St. Lucy, during the 
time of divine service, with a malicious 
intent, some time in the year 1821, in the 
presence and hearing of his congregation, 


make use of highly improper personal re- 
flections and remarks on the character and 
conduct of Sir Reynold Abel Alleyne, Bart., 
one of the parishioners of the said parish 
of St. Lucy, in consequence of the said Sir 
R. A. Alleyne having presided as Chair- 
man of a Meeting of the Vestry and other 
parishioners of the said parish, held on the 
Ist day of February, 1821, to take into 
consideration the total suspension of the 
clerical duties of the parish, by reason of 
the said William M. Harte having left the 
island for England 
iny proper arrangements for the spiritual 


without having made 


care of the said parish, during his absence ; 
the said Wm. M. Harte thus making use 
of the 
to malevolent feelings, and to gratify his 


house of God as a place to give vent 


priv ite revenge, 
of Church government and the precepts of 


contrary to the principles 


Christianity. 
Answer. 


in which nothing specific is mentioned, I 


In reply to the first charge, 


beg leave to place in your Lordship’s hands 
an exact copy of the Sermon alluded to, and 
I readily submit to your Lordship’s deci- 
ion on it. Your Lordship will perhaps 
illow, that it is somewhat strange, that in 
the year 185 Ishould be called for the 
Jirst time, to account for a Sermon prea h- 
ed in the year 1821. 

Second.—He, the said Wm. M. Harte, 
although appointed by the ordinary of this 
island to the cure of the said parish of St. 
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Lucy, and although in the receipt of the 
salary and other emoluments attached to 
the same, has ever evinced the most perfect 
indifference in the discharge of his pastoral 
duties, as he, the said Wm. M. Harte, is 
in the frequent practice of quitting the said 
parish of St. Lucy on Monday, and not re- 
turning to it until the Saturd 1y evening or 
Sunday morning following, thereby sub- 
jecting his parishioners to the greatest incon- 
venience, and depriving them of that pi- 
ritual aid which they at all times havea 
right to require of him as their rector 
That in consequence of such (the indiffer- 
ence and neglect of the said Wm. M. Harte 
to his clerical duties), the bodies of th 





following persons, to wit :— William Gilkes, 
Ruth Cavin, James Noble Carter, Keturah 
G. Agard, Marmaduke Cozier, and Geo. 
Greaves, have been buried in the church- 
yard of the said parish of St. Lucy, since 
the Ist day of February, 1825, without 
the performance of any funeral service; 
and whilst the said Wm. M. Harte was in 
England, in the year 1821, a great number 
of persons were buried in the said church- 


yard of the said parish of St. Lucy, with- 
} 


out the funeral service having been per- 
formed over them. And he, the said Wm. 
M. Harte, has not only, by his conduc > 


evinced a total disregard of the spiritual 


wants of his flock, but he has, in words, 
declared his indifference to the evils and 
inconveniences to which they might be 
subjected, by such his neglect of them; 
for, when about leaving the said parish to 
go to England in the said year 1821, he, 
the said Wm. M Harte, tuld one of the 
parishioners that he had engaged the Rev. 
Mr. Austin to officiate for him for six 
weeks only, but that he did not care for the 
parish so he could get away from the island. 

Answer.—This complaint is now mad 
igainst me for the first lime. Of the six 
cases of neglected funerals, there is only 
one which I ever heard mentioned before. 
This I can easily, and I hope, satisfactorily 
explain. I joined the rest of the clergy in 
waiting on your Lordship on the 2d of 
February, 1825, for the purpose of present- 
ing an Address to your Lordship on your 
first arrival in the West Indies. I left my 
parish in the morning without receiving 
notice of the funeral, nor did I hear any 
thing of it until my return the following 
day, when I found that the interment had 
taken place. On every subsequent occa- 
sion, whenever I have left my parish, I 
have had the promise of assistance in any 
occasional duty that might occur from the 
Rev. Mr. Sealy, who resided two miles 
and a half from my house. A servant 
was alway s left at the parsonage to commu- 

cate immediately to Mr. Sealy any case 
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in which his services might be required. 
I must beg to observe, that if any thing 
had taken place which called for censure, 
I ought to have been apprized of it at the 
time, and not after so long an interval, 
when it is almost impossible to ascertain 
the details of each case. I can conscien- 
tiously add, that I have never left my 
parish for two successive d iys on mere plea 
sur whenever I have been absent, it has 
been from some unavoidable cause. 11 
no recollection of having made the remark 
referred to at the end of this charge. 
Zhird.— He, the said Wm. M. Harte, is 
not o ily regardless of the consequen ot 
such his neglect of his parishioners, but he 
is equally regardless of the preservation of 
the buildings belonging to his rectory ; as 
the said Wm. M. Harte has, from time to 
time, since his appointment as rector of 
the said parish of St. Lucy, suffered his ser- 
vants and others to destroy and injure the 
iid buildings, by which the said parish 
] } 


has incurred very heavy expenses, in ha- 
ving the same repaired and rebuilt. And, 
Ithough proper representations have, from 


time to time, been made to the said Wm. 
M. Harte on the occasion, yet the ud 
Wim. M. Harte still continues to be ir 
different to the proper care and preserva 
tion of the said buildings; and, up to the 
present time, the destruction of the said 
buildings is still going on. 

Answer.—I have never been accused 
of this before. I think I have a right to 
ask, when and how this took place? It is 


not true that any representation has ever 
been made to me on the subject, nor is it 
lik ly that my pari hioners would quietly 
have allowed this destruction of their pro- 


2 i 
perty, when they might so easily have 
prev nted it. 

Fourth.—He the said Wm. M. Harte, is 
also regardless of the preservation of the 
records belonging to the said parish of St. 
Lucy ; for he has late ly attempt d to efface 


from the minute book of the said parish of 


St. Lucy, a letter which was addressed to 
him, the said Wm. M. Harte, in the year 
1821, and recorded in the said minute 
book; and the said Wm. M. Harte, of h 
own act, has presumed to make a very im- 
proper remark in the said minute book, in 
his own hand writing, reflecting on tl 
conduct of the Vestry of the said pari 

St. Lucy. 

Answer.—Of the former part of this 
charge no proof is offe red. Th latter 
part is answered in my defence published 
on the 24th of last month. 

Pifth.—He the said Wm. M. Harte has, 
regardiess of the sacred trust reposed in 
him, given certificates for confirmation to 
many coloured and black persons of the 
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, vou have ll brought t pon your- é ry 2 i most rroneous. [ meant 
ves,’ thereby meaning that th 0 risk to myself, I had reason to ap- 
v ld revolt agai t thelr masters, and th pr nd danger, as I can prove. 
4 government of this Island; ye he, tt uid I can appeal to the Rev. Mr. Hamilton 
: William M. Harte, has not taken steps to in proof of what passed between the negro 
4 prevent so lamentable an event occurring, man and myself in the vestry-room on 
by giving information thereof to the props Easter-day. I made no remark to any 
: authorities of this Island, but, on the con- one in my way into the Church, and I 
r vy, he, the A lliam M. Harte, by in ertain that no one can prove that I 
’ his ¢ rduct, t to em rage t ; i a 
f) sinuating that owners of slaves must é With respect to what is said to have 
themselves for it in not coming into hi pa 1 at Lambert’s, which plantation I 
: views, ‘‘ and meeting him half-way,” as he visited at the time that I did thirteen 
‘ expresses himself, “ in allowing the slaves others, I deny the fact of having used 
it S rdays to dance and recreate tl - ich wv have been imputed to me 
q selves And during a certain period int ind even if I had used them, the inference 
c last year, when there was much excite t i ich as no unprejudiced person could 
throughout the Island, in consequence ot draw from them. The offence with which 
: in appre hended insurrection amongst t I m here charged is said to have been 
i ves, the said William M. Harte, or committed on the 22d of March, 1826. It 
a bout the 22d day of March in that year, must be obvious to every one with what 
i went on Lambert's plantation, in the said motive it is now for the first time brought 
i | irish of St. Luc y, and addressing himself forward against me. How is it that the 
to the slaves belonging to the said plan- persons who depose to this fact did not 
tation, on the subject of the apprehended immediately give information of it to a 
rebellion, told them, “ that if any thing magistrate, or to the proprietor or the at- 
Ht happened, he should throw himself amongst torney of the plantation? 
id them for protection, as they knew that he 1 am satisfied that the person who drew 
was their friend,’ and insinuating to the up those charges against me, could not 
iid slaves that he was doin good for hav weighed prop rly nd s¢ riously all 
i them—ther by meaning and ving th the « of the case. It must 
ih laves to understand, that in the event of occur ne how very strangely the 
: insurrection, he would be their friend, and pre he conclusions hang together, 
that they must be his *‘ in protecting him ;’ and how easy it would be by pursuing a 
uch conduct having a direct tend y to similar train of reasoning to draw infer- 
impress on the minds of the slaves, that ences unfavourable to the character of any 
nsurrection against their masters, and the individual. A construction is put on the 
government of this Island, was so far un- most casual and innocent expressions, which 
exceptionable to him, t 1id William M. t words themselves, even if they had 
Ilarte, that he intended, in the event of it | 1 used in the manner represented, by no 
happening, to quit the lawful defence of means authorize. The phrase, THEREBY 
lI Majesty's government, and enlist hi o often introduced as conclusive 
ider the manner f insurrection and of ilt, cannot but excite surprise in 
‘ l. eve issed ré der. 
A A -—In answer to ne part I I have thus endeavoured, my Lord, to 
this charge, I beg to give the fo uswer the pe ific charges brought for- 
{ tatement, for the truth of wl ul ward ag t me by the churchwarden and 
refer your Lordship to the testimony ot try of my parish; and your Lordship 
ons who were present at the time. will determine how far these charges will 
l was anxious that the managers sho suppo their rene ral accusations wainst 
ppress the Sunday dances, nd me, as a C} rgyman attempting to de Stroy 
asionally the Saturday af? ' the distinctions deemed by them so neces- 
amusement In ‘ versation Ww h | iry to their safety, ‘‘amalgamating and 
had with them, and a v ¢ oil r levelling’ the two classes of our country, 
one of the party rudely i me, I behaving myself disgracefully in the 
whom they wet »t k fi I tl lis- ministration of the holy Sacrament of the 
turbance I rey l tn Who ; I i's Supper 
sala he I i I have th honour y be, t I nie 
I 8s re ) pect vy | Vv Lordship’s taithtul 
I v Go \ . oO lent Servant 
wndmen Ren é i W. M. HArTe, 
Kee nh Rector of St. Luey 
ii onstruct put on my wo 


ould put wo tl Sunday dance — 


























Myr. Harte and the Pa 
P.S.—As a letter from Mr. Tho the 
ttorney to the Rev. Mr. Bron ppeared 
in The Barbadian newspaper ot t sist of 
July, 1 must beg to be allow n justice 
to myself, to subjoin the letter, toge I 
with such remarks as may | ousidered a 
reply to those parts of it which I conceive 
to be an attack on my character. 
rO THE REV. W. M. H 
REVEREND Sir,—I have t 
Barbadian of th i t t you 
ill your DEFENCE, into whi 
introduc d my name, and I consider myself 
compelled to s y something in ply to that 


part which 
lished, in your Appendix, a lett 
I wrote you in reply to a ver 


oncerns me. You have pub 





one you sent Mr. Gilks, who is o1 f my 
managers. If your publication had been 
conceived nN a spi of candour, I think 
you would have published your letter to 


Mr. Gilk 


ilong with my reply; but as you 
have not done so, I feel myself called upon 


to insert it in this paper, together with my 


reply, and a letter to Mr. Gilks o me 
date. With re pect to your atte pt y to 
revive an old law, whi h was ori lly 1 
tended as a measure of police, and not a 
word said in it about dancing, I 1 t say, 
that if vou enforce t old law, it would 
be very oppressive to the slaves, and very 
unjust to the master. If your object i 
to put down Sunday dancing (in which I 
heartily concur) I beg to inquire what 
mode will be more efficacior than by 
making the n groes pay tl | ty Tha 
one man should pay for tl crin or ol- 
fence of another, is a new prin ple in 
legislation. According to y r doctrine, 
my slave commits a breach of the ibbatl 
(against which I advise hin but I must 
pay the penalty by th ime rule, if 
he steal, or commit murder, I must 
hanged. 

With the quarrel which exists betw 
your parishioners and y lf, I have n 
thing to do my diflerer with you re 
upon other grounds. You know that your 
Visits to the estat under my e in st. 
sucy parish wel dis ! n 
weeks betore t parish mee or did 
| even attend t ] relu 
tantly compelled ) ve 1 to 
nh ute upon tl ut 
N ! V 

; ' 
ip Le 
er f I 
positive t I 
i if 
ive ! ) 
( 
Pip 1 on 
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the West-India question. As your conduct 
is to undergo a judicial investigation, I 
hall say nothing more on this point Any 
one who publication would 
imagine that I gave no encouragement 


reads your 


religious instruction of the slaves. 
Now, be it known, that, upon every 
ate for which I am attorney, religious 
instruction is daily afforded the young n¢ 
groes, and the said estates are all open 
} 


itechists, excepting those in your parish. 


I'he conversion of the slaves is a measure 
on which all planters are now actively 


engaged ; for although you would wish to 


make it appear we are knaves, we are not 
ther fools, and we well know, that a 
Christian slave is more docile, tractable 
and valuable than a licentious heathen 
slave. In the last conversation I had with 


you, you complimented me highly upon 





th upport you said I had given this 
GREAT ¢ USE. You even said you had 


mentioned me with approbation to the 
Lord Bishop. 


rational man, if, when I can prove 


Now, I will beg to ask any 


hat you 
conversed with the slaves un 


upon civil subjects and possible result of 


the West-India question if I can shew, 
that I had every probable rea 1 to think 
that you had caused insubordination, and 


lessened the authority of my managers, 


I am, with upward 


whether, situated as 
of halfa million of other people’s property 
in j hands, I could allow you to pursue 

ich an imprudent course? I will also 
what I 


have stated, I am not warranted in saying 


quire, whether, if I can prove 


that in your parish you have impeded the 
GREAT CAUSE in which we are engaged ? 


Your statement r¢ pecting the funeral! of 


a slave at Bromefield is not correct. Th 
fact th During your zeal for be 


benefit of baptism upon the 
just before the happy arrival of the 
Lord Bishop), when you baptized indiscri 


mina ely the adult who had been instructed 


as well as th 


who clung to the African 
iperstitions, many persons shrewdly su 
pected you had an eyé to the funeral fe 
Mark, I did not; but I admire a man mo 
who minds the main chance. However, 


o guard against this contingent exper 





i 
i directions to all my manag 
whenever the friends of a deceased slay 
vished carried to church, first to 
< l to pay the par 0 
f e could not. Wh t 
B i died, } 
Mr. Gilks t perm her remains t 
to ¢ he told them, that tl 
) lo so, and he w ld T 1e1 
{co ying the cor } 
ded that they must find the y 


y the church-tices, 


rhey said the 
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t} you will have the goodness to furnish 
I with th passage thus stated to have 
l n omitted, that by a referer to the 

1, Ly y be able to sat ty n lf of 
t f acha so ser ly tectit 
? i all ¢ 


I am, &e. 
W.H. Barsapos 
Tot Churchwarden of th 
Parish of St. Lu y 


BISHO 
Parish of St. Lucy, A 7, 1827 
My I Avreea to y Lord 
hi request te be furnished with t pas- 
s in Mr. Harte’s sermon allude to in 


my letter of th 30th July, to the Editor 
of the Barbados Mercury, | b to inform 








I t his « to t l é 
ta f th parish o I er ia a 
ra o the best of the rec t ot 
several 0 iudience, the fol 
I am afraid, but I hop | 
oO, that the wor of Scriptu M be ft 
filled in you, and that it will be more tol 


rable in the day of judgment fo 
1 Gomorrah 
I have the honour to be 


JOHN Poy ( FFITH 


ian for you.’ 


tot ( l t to 
wl you hav led " 
l ( wi n laid 
I su ie V ( 

“If Hie fi ou 4 ( 
t l ra ( ol 
I I ( ( tto 
I I A1iVill \ Ol } ‘ i 

| 1 you wond 
( i yuld ‘ l 
i 1d it be mor 

_s 

podul 1 Gomorrah in the i 

A I t made i 

' 
r of t ’ you will, I 
1, feel prict 1 t 
R i I ri ter, Of pg I i 
i } to the corr 

\ ] ! ea t ween I ( be 
4 \ T 
} i 9 Ce W.H. Ba IK 


The charge preferred by the parish 


e Rev. W. M. 
Harte, the Rector, has been heard be- 


of St. Lucy, against tl 
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fore two Magistrates, Messrs. W. H. 
Grant and G.J. Evelyn. We will 
now lay before our readers the evi- 
dence of one of the principal witnesses 
on the part of the prosecution. 


Joun Mattuews, being duly sworn, 
deposeth, that he is an overseer of Bour- 
bon Plantation, in the parish of St. Lucy. 
That on the 23d day of March, 1826, Mr. 
Harte, accompanied by Mr. Hamble J. 


Leacock, came to the estate, and Mr. Harte 


requested deponent ¢o call up the negroes, 
as he wished to give them some advice 
respecting the report that there was to be 
in insurrection in that part of the island. 
Deponent said he would call the gang 
home, and have the mill taken out of the 
wind, but that he would not stop the fur- 
nace; that he could take the gang to the 
boiling-house door, where the boilers also 
could hear his address to them. Mr. Hart 
isked depone nt if the boilers could he ir, 
ind deponent having stated that they were 
near enough, and could hear if they chose 
it, the negroes were sembled at the 
boili 4 her door. Mr. Le acot k b 
prese t, Mr. Harte udlvis d the negroes not 


to go from their houses on Friday or Sun 





evenl! meaning Good Friday and 
Sunday following), as in that case, it \ 
happened they would not b 
that there were persons at hon 
d for them, and that if they conducted 
elves improperly it would undo wha 
they were doing. If any thing should 
} ppen, he should look to them. ‘“ You 


know that I am your friend, and must 
wa by this time, that I am your best 
friend.” Mr. Harte then went away. 

Q. Did Mr. Harte say, what 


ood those 


s at home were doing for them 
f Id ’ r ai + 
Q. Did Mr. H t ha ] i tl 
biect o lom to the slaves? 
/. I don’t reco t. 
(2. W th negro it any tim ] 


tured by Mr. Harte ? 

A. About twice. Mr. Leacock chiefly 
lectured. 

Q. Were you present when Mr. Hart 
lectured the negroes ? 

A. 1 have been present. 

a. Do you r collect the subject of Mr. 
Harte’s lectures ? 

A. The lectures wer 

Q. What was the general conduct of the 

groes on the estate during the time Mr. 
Harte and his Catechist lectured ? 

A. Very good. 


on religion. 


Cross-examined for Defendant. 
Q. Did not Mr. Harte tell the negroes 
it it was in vain for them to want free 


dom from their masters, and that the y 
were the property of their masters ? 

A. 1 don’t recollect. 

@. Did Mr. Harte and his Catechist 
regularly attend the estate after the period 
before stated ? 

A, They did, until they were forbidden. 
Mr. Leacock some time ago; Mr. Harte 
three « r four months ago. 

@. Did you make any remark to Mr. 
Harte, or Mrs. Graham, the owner of the 
estate, on Mr. Harte’s address to the ne- 
groes? 

A. 1 did not. 

Q. Has any fact come to your know- 
ledge as to the cause of Mr. Harte and his 
Catechist having been forbidden to attend 


\ ) 
the estate 


1. Not any. 
@. Did not you forbid the slaves from 
tending the sacrament ? 


A. I did forbid the whole of them on 

tate from ing to the Church at all: 

I acted under the orders of Mr. Hinds, who 
has the direction of the estate. 


It appeared from other questions 
which were asked, that there is not 
domestic instruction now on the 
estate !—WNo instruction at all. 

After perusing the above, our readers 
will not be surprised that the Magis- 
trates concurred in dismissing the 
charge against Mr. Harte: but we 
have learned with regret that the pa- 
rish threaten to bring the question be- 
fore two other Magistrates. We cannot, 
however, but persuade ourselves that 
whatever occasion may have been 
given for such a rumour by some hasty 


Ll 


= 


expression dropped in a moment of 
anery excitement, no serious intention 
of furt r prosecuting the suit can have 
been for one moment entertained; for 
if a charge may be heard a second 
time, why not a third time, and so on, 
till the selected victim is hunted down 
and destroyed. 

The whole proceeding, indeed, is of 
so ill-omened a complexion, that we 
exceedingly deplore its occurrence, and 
have been pained more than we can ex- 
press in performing the unwelcome duty 
of laying its details before our readers. 
Mr. Harte’s zeal in the discharge of 
his sacred trust to both classes of his 
parishioners—whom, whatever be their 
worldly distinction, he could not but 
contemplate as the heirs of a “ 
salvation,” may have carried him, in 


common 














some trifling particulars, beyond the 
limits of a sound discretion, under the 
very delicate circumstances in which 
he was placed; but these circumstances, 
if they could not bespe ik forbearance e, 
ought to have at least secured him from 
the vindictive process which has been 
resorted to—a process out of all propor- 
tiun to the offence, and most woefully 
demonstrative of Solomon’s accurate 
rO« 


} 
i 


clivities of the human heart, when he 
compared the beginning of strife to the 
letting out of water, which gathers force 
every step which it advances, and more 
and more bids defiance to all reason- 
able controul. 

But the real question involved in 
the case before us is a much more 
comprehensive one than the difference 
between Mr. Harte and his parish- 
ioners, and of far greater moment than 
all the hard measure which he has had 
toendure. It is, whether a clergyman 
may henceforward go on in the con- 
scientious discharge of his duty, as 
laid down in the rubrics and liturgy 
of his Church, looking only to the 
Bishop as the legitimate judge of his 
conduct, and uninterrupted by any 
unjustifiable prejudice or caprice on 
the part of his parishioners. 

This is the grave question pending 
in this apparently parochial alterca- 
tion; and if what we are now writing 
should meet the eye of the parties 
concerned, we earnestly conjure them 


acquaintance with the irasci 
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to calm their irritated feelings, and to 
tread back their steps while they are 
retrievable, before the portentous 
mischiefs which follow necessarily in 
the train of their present course sl 
ensue. Happily for Barbados and the 
other islands associated with it, the 
supreme spiritual oversight of these 
dependencies of the empire is in the 
hands of a Prelate, who is emphatically 
a peacemaker, and who, whilst he will 

us in duty bound) sustain his Clergy in 
their rights, and in the conscientious 
discharge of their awful responsibilities, 
against all attempts either to ti ample 
upon the one, or to paraly se the other, 
will even with more solicitude seek 
the adjustment of all differences be- 
tween them and their people, and 
watch the favourable moment when a 
conciliating spirit can be manifested 
with effect, and when concession will 
win the hearts of those who are in 
hostility against him. 

Here our hope rests for the happy 
termination of a dispute, at which all 
those who have evil will towards the 
West Indies are secretly rejoicing, be- 
cause of the substance which it ap- 
pears to give to the insidious re- 
proaches which they have endeavoured 
to fix upon its white population; and 
we pray God that the Vestry of St. 
Lucy’s, on whom alone the issue de- 
pends, may see sufficie ntly their own 


interest, temporal as well as eternal, 
not to disappoint it. 


—<Q-- - 


NATIONAL SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of the General Com- 
mittee of this Society, held in the Ves- 
try-room, St. Martin’s-in-the- Fie lds, 
on Wedne sday, the 7th of November, 
1827, the following grants were made 
for the erection, extension, or fitting up 
of School-rooms, viz. to Stand, M in- 
chester, 200/.; Aldridge, Somerset 
30/.; Kidlington, Oxford, 60/.; Great 
Bookham, Surry, 40/.; Burnley, Lan- 
cashire, (additional)150/.; Carmarthen, 
100/.; Honiton, Devon, 150/. Seve- 
ral conditional grants previously made, 
were confirmed, and many other ap- 
plications considered and referred to 

VOL. IX. NO. XII. 


a meeting to be held on the first Wed- 
nesday in December. ‘The following 
Schools were received into union wv ith 
the Society, viz. Withersfield, Suffolk ; 
Keighley, York: Betchworth Castle, 
near Dorking; Peckham, Girls’ School; 
Aldridge, Somerset, Girls’ School; 


t. Matthew's District, Manchester ; 





St. , 
Kidlington, Oxford; Huddersfield, 
York ; Stand, in Manchester; Great 
Bookham, Surry; Ringley, Cheshire ; 
Lampeter pontstephen, Cardigan ; 
Horsley, Derby ; Culmstock, Devon ; 
Lanvrechva, Monmouth; Honiton, 


Devon. 
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LAW CASE. 
Is the Property of a Rector subject to Church Rates for a New Church? 


A correspondent, ‘‘ Clericus,’’ has sub- 
the followimg to us :— 

“Tt is allowed that in consideration of the 
Rector maintaining and repairing the fabric 
of the chancel, the rectorial tithes are ex- 
empt from all assessment to the church 
rates; but suppose that any parish find it 
necessary to erect an a Iditional place of 
worship; that the inhabitants, legally as- 
sembled in vestry for the purpose, agree to 

a certain of y for such 
building, by a certain number of extra and 
additional rates; and that on the faith of 
such agreement, his Majesty’s Commission- 
ers for building New Churches assist with 
a grant ;—under these circumstances are 
the rectorial tithes still exempt from being 
assessed to these particular rates or not?” 

If a church need repair, it is the duty 
of a churchwarden to cause such reparation 
to be effected at once; but if he neglect so 
to do, (as is too often the case,) then his 
ecclesiastical superior, the Ordinary or 
Archdeacon, should direct him to proceed 
in the performance of his duty. If it be 
necessary that the church should be rebuilt, 
the spiritual court (i.e. the court of the 
Ordinary or Archdeacon), may direct this 
to be done, and even, should an increasing 
population require it, may direct that the 
church should be enlarged. So the 
spiritual court may enjoin the churchwarden 
to provide necessary and decent ornaments 
for a church. This part of the jurisdiction 
of the spiritual court has been acknow- 
ledged and acted upon since the celebrated 
statute de cireumspecte agatis, 13 Edw. I. ; 


raise sum money 


also 


which, among other provisions, declares, 
that the Bishop may punish ‘ 
non clauso, ecclesia discooperta, vel non 
decenter ornata;’ and concludes, ‘ 
bus preedictis casibus habet judex ecclesi- 
asticus cognoscere, regia prohibitione non 
obstante.’ 

To raise the necessary funds in any of 
the cases aforesaid, the churchwardens 
must call a meeting of the parishioners in 
the usual way, and the majority of those 
assembled at the appointed place and 
time may make a sufficient rate. 

The foregoing principles were put to 
the proof in the reign of Charles II. in the 
case of Bermondsey church, Southwark, 
which, through the pertinacity of twenty- 
four quakers, was carried successively be- 
fore the three courts, the King’s Bench, 
Common Pleas, and Exchequer; and the 
decision that a proper 
being given, the major part of the 
rishioners meeting according to such notice, 
may make a rate for the pullin 


pro cemeterio 


in omni- 


was, upon notice 


pa- 


g down of 


1 church to the ground, and the rebuilding 
of it, and for making of vaults where they 
are necessary, as they were in this church, 
by reason of the springing water.® So in 
the case of Rogers v. Davenant, parson of 
Whitechapel,+ in the same year, the court 
held, though it was contended to the con- 
trary at the bar, that if a church be down, 
and the parish increased, the church may 
not only be rebuilt but enlarged also. And 
in Forte v. the Court of King’s 
Bench decided that the major part of the 
parishioners, duly assembled, might make 
for buildi llery. It 


> +4 > 
Buviere,? 





a rate ing a gatler} ippears 
that the rate in this case was assessed on 
the model of an old one, therefore it is 
probable the property of the Rector was 


not included. 

But neither the spiritual nor any other 
jurisdiction can determine the amount of 
a § it must be assessed by the pa- 
rishioners, for Englishmen can only be 
taxed by themselves or their representa- 
tives in Parliament; and in this case the 
majority of the parishioners present are 
allowed to bind the others, because quoad 
hoc, they are a corporation. 

If a rate be made for repairing not only 
the nave but the chancel, then a temporal 
court will grant a prohibition as to the 
whole ; 


rate ; 


for it is said, the parson, de com- 
muni jure, ought to repair the chancel.|| If 
a libel express the rate to be pro reparatione 
ecclesia generally, though in strictness 
ecclesia contains both the body and chan- 
cel the church, yet it has been de- 
cided, that it shall be intended, until the 
contrary be shewn, that the rate is only for 
the body of the church.§ And it appears, 
from many authorities, that a Rector is not 
subject, in respect of his property, to a 
rate made by the parishioners, because he 
repairs the chancel. 

The preceding observations have been 
introduced, that we may perceive what 
constitutes a church-rate. A church-rate, 
then, may be defined to be, a rate assessed 
by the major part of the parishioners, 
sembled pursuant to a proper notice, for 
rebuilding, repairing, or ornamenting the 
body of a church; to which the Rector is 
not subject, and which cannot be applied in 
repairing the chancel. 


of 


as- 





2 Mod. Reports, 222. 
1 Mod. 194, 236. 
10 Mod. 13. 
12 Mod. 327. 
11 Will IIL. 

12 Mod. 83, Price v. Rouse, 7 Will. ILI. 


2 Mod. 222, 
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But before we can consider the query of 


Clericus, we must turn to the Church 
Building Acts. The first (the 58 Geo. III. 
c. 45.) leaves the matter in the most glori- 
ous uncertainty; the Churchwardens are 
simply empowered, in certain cases and 
with the consent of certain persons, ‘‘ to 
make rates.’’ The next (the 59 Geo. III, 
c. 134.) by the 25th section empowers the 
major part of the inhabitants, assembled in 
vestry, to make any rate, not exce¢ ding a 
certain sum per annum, and in the pound, 
upon the annual value of the property in 
the parish. This is still not satisfactory ; 
for the Act does not say, that all such pro- 
perty shall be subject to the rate, but that 
the rate shall be assessed according to its 
annual value, which indeed was the case 
before the Act. The tithes and glebe ofa 
Rector are, of course, part ol the property 
of the parish; and, if not specially ex- 
empted by common law or statute, are sub- 
ject alike to the same rates, taxes, and du- 
ties, as the general mass of property in 
a parish.* By the 3 Geo. IV. c. 72, the 
only remaining Act which affects the ques- 
tien, the Churchwardens have power to 
charge “ the church-rates now raised, or 
hereafter to be raised.” We have seen 
what before the passing of these recent 
Acts was understood by a church-rate, and 
that it did not affect the property of a Rec- 
tor. It would then be a question for the 
consideration of a court, whether, from any 
thing that appears on the face of the Acts, 
or from the reason of the case, the legisla- 
ture must be understood to have used 
church-rate in a new or different sense. A 
Rector was exempted from the church- 
rate, because his property repaired the 
chancel; if, then, a church be built, by 
competent authority, without a chancel, it 
might be said, he must contribute to the 
general rate, for the reason of his exemp- 
tion does not now exist, and cessante ra- 
tione, cessat lex. But we are not aware 
that the question has received a judicial de- 


cision, and we will not trouble and perplex 
our readers with arguments, of which none, 
perhaps, would be quite satisfactory. 

It is, we presume, the object of legisla- 
tive enactments relating to the church 
merely to remove existing doubts, and to 
confer such additional powers as the change 
of circumstances may render expedient, 
We venture, then, to urge, that all Bills 
brought before Parliament for such pur- 
poses, should be maturely considered by 
civilians well acquainted with the existing 
laws and customs; otherwise, an enactment 
may confound and stultify every acknow- 
ledged principle, and then conclude with 
some inconsistency, by declaring that “ no- 
thing herein-contained shall extend to inva- 
lidate or avoid any ecclesiastical law or 
constitution of the Church of England, or to 
destroy any rights or powers belonging to 
any Bishop, Archdeacon, Chancellor, or 
Official.” It is, indeed, somewhat the 
fashion of the present day to consider our 
ancient ecclesiastical laws as a perfect chaos, 
as obsolete and useless, Some are indeed 
obsolete,—and why? Because our rulers 
have allowed them to become so. But 
there is no peculiarly operative virtue in a 
new Act of Parliament; indeed, however 
accurately its clauses may be framed, it is 
generally found, that many of them require 
the decision of a court to give them legal 
currency. This, too, we may assert, that, 
in the doctrines and principles of our eccle- 
siastical laws, there is as much certainty as 
in any part of our municipal code ; but we 
confess, that the forms by which they are 
administered are extremely faulty, they 
are expensive and dilatory ; and we hope 
to live to see them thoroughly reformed. 
3ut though we would remove the husk and 
shell, we would preserve the kernel, ren- 
dering it as nutritive as possible by sepa- 
rating therefrom that which is unwhole- 
some. It is wiser to polish the diamond, 
than to betray our ignorance, or indolenc® 
by throwing away the rough ore. 


—— 
LITERARY REPORT. 


In the University Press, Cambridge :— 
A Treatise on the Geometrical Re 
tation of the Square Roots of Negative 
Quantities. By the Rev. JonNn WARREN, 
A. M. Fellow and Tutor of Jesus College, 
Cambridge. The obiect of this work is to 
shew, that those quantities in Algebr 
usually called imaginary quantities, or im- 





yresen- 





* See 6 B. and C. 274. Mitchell, 
v. Fordham. In this case, it was d 
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n to a Rector in 
of tithes, is, unless exempted, subject to 
h e same rates and taxes as the tithes were. 


that a corn-rent gi 


possible roots, have a real existence in 
Geometry, and that the impossible sign 
prefixed, merely signifies, that the direc 
tion in which they are drawn is at right 
angles to that in which positive or nega- 

uantities are drawn. In order to 





definitions of addition, pro- 


portion, multiplication, &c. are given, so 
as to comprehend both the length and 
direction of lines. Addition is performed 
in the same manner as the composition of 
forces in mechanics; in proportion, it is 
not only required that lines should be 
proportionals in the common acceptation 
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of the word, but also, that the first should 
be inclined to the second in the same 
angle which the third is to the fourth; 


and multiplication is made to depend 





proportion. From the definitions are 
deduced the rules for performing the com- 
mon operations of Algebra; by means of 
which it is proved that the direction in 
which impossible quantities are drawn, is 
at right angles to that in which positive 
or negative quantities are drawn: After 
which, the principles established are 
applied to the binomial the: rem, and the 
expansion of exponentials, anu, lastly, to 
trigonometry and dynamics. 

Preparing for 
Volume of Sermon 
Le Bas, A. M. 
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Sermons, 8vo. 12s. bds.—Peew’s Five 
Acts, by Espinasse, 8vo. 5s. bds.—Dar- 
LEY’s Trigonometry, 12mo. 3s. 6d. bds. 
—Pomological Magazine, No. I., coloured 
plates, 5s.—Epwarps’s Botanical Re- 
gister, No. IX. of Vol. 13, coloured plates, 
¢.—Hati’s New General Atlas, Part I. 
0s. 6d. on elephant paper; India proofs, 
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. 5s. bds.—Parliamentary Abstracts and 
ipers, 1826-7, royal 8vo. ll. 15s. bds, 
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—Hansarv’s Debates, Vol. XVI. royal 
Svo. 1/. lls. 6d. bds.; 12. 15s. half-bd.— 
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Manuractures.— The approach 
of the winter season is beginning to 
be felt in some of the various branches 
of our manufactures. The silk trade 
has within the last fortnight been be- 
coming gradually less brisk, and a 
state of languor Ip ears commencir 


1 may last some time. 


=) 
which it is feare 
Many of the manufacturers in Spital- 
fields have been constrained to reduce 
the number of their workmen, and 
those weavers who are retained in 
employ, have been obliged to submit 
to a reduction of their wages. The 
admission of French manufactures on 
the payment of a low duty into our 
market, has been supposed to contri- 
bute, in some measure, to the present 
inactivity ; but it does not appear that 
tpis opinion has any solid foundation 
It is certainly true, that many French 
goods have been imported since the 
prohibition upon them was rem ved, 
but this very circumstance has given 
an opportunity for ascertaining how 
inferior they actually are to our own 
productions, and the preference for 
English silks is very general in the 
markets. ‘The principal persons con- 
nected with the trade 


are Sanguine In 


their belief, that the present depres- 
sion is merely temporary, and confi- 
dently anticipate a renewal of their 


former activity soon after Christmas. 
Tn the manufacturing districts of York- 
shire business is decre 


the nature of the goc 


factured, the proprietors cannot so 
readily prevent their stock from accu- 
mulating, as much injury is incurred 
to the machinery by its being suffered 
to stand unemployed, as well as ex- 
pense in again putting it in motion; 
by reason of which, when the markets 
once become overstocked, it must re- 
quire a long period and an unusual 
demand to take off the progressive 
supplies furnished by the manufac- 
turing districts, and restore the proper 
equilibrium of the markets. When 
the demand therefore lessens instead 
of increasing the consequence is ob- 
vious, 

France.—The Chamber of Depu- 
ties has been dissolved, and is sum- 
moned to meet again on the 5th of 
February next. The elections re 
going rapidly forward, and are, it may 
be said, almost universally in favour 
of the anti-ministerial party. The 
impolitic attack on the liberty of the 
press, and the great countenance and 
favour the minister (Villele) has been 
pre vailed upon to show the Jesuits, 
who are the objec ts of general detes- 
tation among the people, are the im- 
mediate causes of his unpopularity, 
who, were he left to the suggestions 
of his own good sense and sound 
judgment, would prove himself to be, 
what he really is, a useful and able 
minister. In Paris he has not suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the return of even 
a single partisan, a circumstance which 

















































































induced the Parisians to illuminate 
and create some disturbances very 
much resembling a riot; and the mi- 
litary being called out to quell these 
tumults, some persons were injured 
on either side, which has contributed 
greatly to increase the angry feelings 
prevalent between both parties. The 
general condition of the elections, as 
far as they have taken place, are as 
six to one against the Government. 
To meet the opposition, which is thus 
to be expected from the Tiers Etats, 
the ministry have endeavoured to 
strengthen their influence in the Up- 
per House, by adding to the number 
of the already overgrown peerage, and 
have prevailed with the King to cre- 
ate seventy-six new peers ; their titles, 
however, not being hereditary, ex- 
cepling on condition of their insti- 
tuting a majorat, producing a _ net 
revenue of at least 10,000 francs, 
arising from real property. 

Penrnsuta.—In neither of these 
kingdoms have any measures of deci- 
sive importance occurred since our 
last report. In Lisbon the supporters 
of the Apostolical party, relying on 
the countenance and protection of 
Don Miguel, have been exerting them- 
selves with increased confidence and 
activity ; so much so, that it is hardly 
too much to say, that the Constitution, 
as established by charter, is virtually 
dead. We suppose that our troops 
will be speedily withdrawn, as, though 
ready at all times to assist our Ally 
in support of his government, we 
cannut be expected to force a parti- 
cular form upon a people unwilling 
to receive it, and incapable of appre- 
ciating its value. General Stubbs, 
whose acquittal took place as we anti- 
cipated in our last, is now to be 
brought again to trial; whilst Sal- 
danha, in whose support he incurred 
the charges brought against him, has 
been raised to the highest rank of no- 
bility. Portugal thus exhibits the sin- 
gular spectacle of a Sovereign anxious 
to rule according to the Constitution, 
yet served by an administration, in 
action as well as principle, hostile to 
that Constitution, and in daily expec- 
tation of a Reyent who has long been 
expatriated for his aversion to it. 

The king of Spain has returned from 
Catalonia, and joined his queen at 
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Valencia, from whence they are pro- 
ceeding to Madrid. His operations 
against the rebellious Catalonians are 
most oppositely reported by the dif- 
ferent parties concerned in his mea- 
sures. ‘The Royalists speak highly of 
the king's success, and assert, that the 
bands of the insurgents have com- 
pletely vanished before the Count 
D’Espagna ; which is as freely denied 
by the Apostolicals, who roundly 
assert, that their numbers increase, 
and their influence extends itself ra- 
pidly through the north-eastern pro- 
vinces of the Peninsula. The actual 
situation of affairs it is next to impossi- 
ble to ascertain with any ¢ ertainty, from 
the warfare being conducted entirely 
on the Guerilla principle ;—bodies of 
men hastily collected for the purposes 
anticipated by their leaders, and as 
speedily dispersed when those pur- 
poses are accomplished; the partisans 
of the Church being their real di- 
rectors. If any thing were wanting 
to prove the greatness of Mina’s 
talents, it would be found in the 
circumstance of his maintaining the 
cause of the Constitution so long in 
the ve ry district which present events 
prove to be the strong-holds of priest- 
craft and monkery. 

Greece.—A gallant naval action 
has been fought on behalf of this coun- 
try, which has well sustained the 
honour of the British flag, and acquired 
laurels for the French and Russian 
navies. The Admirals of the two 
latter nations, Count de Rigny and 
Count Heyden, having consented to 
act under the command of the English 
Admiral Sir Edward Codrington, and 
the council of war having come toa 
determination that strong measures 
should be resorted to, in order to in- 
duce Ibrahim Pacha to discontinue the 
exterminating war he has been carry- 
ing on upon the main land, ever since 
the failure of his enterprise in the Gulf 
of Patras, the combined squadrons 
entered the port of Navarino on the 
20th of October, and passing the bat- 
teries, took up a position close to the 
Turkish fleet, which was moored in the 
form of a crescent. Orders were 
issued by Sir Edward Codrington that 
no gun should be tired unless the Turks 
themselves commenced hostilities. 
These orders were punctually obeyed, 
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and the Turks exhibiting no immediate 
symptoms of aggression, though evi- 
dently busy in making preparations 
for action, the allied fleets were suf- 
fered to take their station, and their 
Commander to make all his arrange- 
ments without molestation. At length, 
a boat from the Dartmouth passing a 
Tarkish fire-ship, the latter fired into 
it and killed Lieutenant G.W. H. Fitz- 
roy and several of his crew. ‘This 
produced a defensive fire from the 
Dartmouth ard La Syrene, bearing 
the flag of Rear Admiral De Rigny, 
which was stationed close by her. One 
of the Egyptian ships immediately 
commenced a furious cannonade upon 
the French Rear Admiral, which of 
course brought on a return, and soon 
afterwards the battle became general. 
The Commander of the Egyptian fleet, 
Moharem Bey, for some time took no 
part in the affair, and even sent a mes- 
sage to the English Admiral that he 
had no intention of firing at all, and as 
his ships had taken no notice of the 
Asia, though she was moored close to 
his own vessel, no hostilities had taken 
place between the two ships; but at 
this time Sir E. Codrington sent a pilot 
with a flag of truce to Moharem Bey, 
and a message expressing his wish that 
all unnecessary effusion of blood should 
be avoided; in answer to which his 
messenger was killed alongside the 
Turks’ vessels, who shortly after began 
firing into the Asia, and was conse- 
quently very soon effectually destroyed 
by the fire of the latter vessel, sharing 
the same fate as his brother admiral, 
the Capitana Pacha, and falling off to 
the leeward a complete wreck. The 
Turks fought most desperately; two of 
their admirals going down with their 
<olours flying, and many of their ves- 
sels on becoming disabled, being set 
on fire by such of their crew as were 
enabled to escape from them. This 
bloody and destructive battle continued 
for four hours with unabated fury, the 
continual explosions of the enemy’s 
ships adding not a little to the danger 
and confusion of the scene. The loss 
on the part of the Turks is stated to be 
tremendous, and of the 70 ships they 
possessed at the commencement of the 
action, eight only are left afloat. Our 
loss amounts to 75 men killed, and 
197 wounded, our three line of battle 


ships being likewise so severely bat- 
tered, that Sir E. Codrington has been 
obliged to dismiss them to Malta, there 
to undergo such temporary repairs as 
may enable them to reach home in 
safety. The French have lost 43 men 
killed and 177 wounded. No returns 
are made of the loss the Russians have 
sustained, though they are stated to 
have fought very bravely, and com- 
pletely silenced the batteries at 
the entrance of the port. His Ma- 
jesty has been pleased to reward the 
exertions of the three Admirals, by 
bestowing on them the Order of the 
Grand Cross of the Bath. 

The rage of Ibrahim Pacha, on re- 
ceiving this, to him, disastrous infor- 
mation, exceeded all bounds. He 
immediately retreated to Coron, and 
caused the whole of his Greek prison- 
ers, without distinction of age or sex, 
to be put to the sword. 

Intelligence from Constantinople 
states, that news of the action at 
Navarino has thrown that city into the 
utmost confusion. Troops and ship- 
ping under orders have been counter- 
manded; the Reis Effendi has been 
disgraced, and thrown into confine- 
ment; whilst communication with the 
foreign ambassadors has _ suddenly 
become extremely frequent, messen- 
gers innumerable passing and re- 
passing long after the usual hours of 
diplomatic business. It is the general 
opinion of the Europeans there, that 
all must and will be settled to the 
entire satisfaction of the allied powers, 
and immediately. 

Russta aND Persta.— Accounts 
from Petersburg, of the 22d of Oct. 
report the surrender of the fortress of 
Erivain to the forces of the former; 
and that Hassan Khan and the garri- 
son, consisting of three thousand men, 
remain prisoners of war. The date of 
this transaction is not given. 

F'Lor:pas.— These provinces are 
beginning to feel the effects of the 
spirit of activity and enterprise which 
so powerfully characterises the sub- 
jects of the United States. The culture 
of various articles of West India pro- 
duce has been attempted, and with 
suceesss; both the soil and climate 
are favourable to these, and the quality 
of the sugar raised there proves much 
superior to that of Louisiana. 






















TABLES OF CANDLE-LIGHT. 787 
We commenced inserting these Tables in April last; as we think it proper that the series fora 


year should be comprised in the same Volume, we now give the remainder, 
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Ead Begin | End | Begin End Begin 
Day.| Morning. Evening. | Day.) Morning. | Evening. | Day.| Morning. Evening. 
h. m. | h. m. h. m. | h. m. | h. m. | h. m. 
1) 7— 8}4—30]11/)7 — 20] 4— 26)|| 22| 7 — 26) 4 — 30 
2;7— 10) 4 30 | 12 | 7 — 21] 4 — 26 || 23] 7 — 28 | 4 — 30 
3|7— 11] 4 — 29 | 13 | 7 — 22] 4 — 26 |} 24) 7 — 29) 4 — 31 
4\7—12|4 28 | 14 | 7 — 23 | 4 — 27 || 25] 7 — 29 | 4 — 31 
5) 7— 13] 4— 28] 15/7 — 24] 4— 971 26] 7 — 30! 4 — 32 | 
| 6)7—14]4— 28 || 16 | 7 — 24 | 4 — 98 |! 97 | 7 — 30 | 4 — 32 | 
| 7|7—15|/4— 28 | 17 | 7 — 24] 4 — 28 |! 28 | 7 — 31 | 4 — 33 | 
| 8 \7 16 | 4 97 4) 98)? 24] 4 b9 7/29 1° 7'—'31') 4 34 | 
9 7 17 4 — 27 19 7— 2544 29 380 | 7 31 { 35 
10/7 — 19] 4 7 1} 20) 7— 25) 4— 29 || 31) 7 — 31 | 4 — 36 
| 221r7—~ 2544 — 99 | 
JANUARY. 
| End Begin : End | Begin | nth, Bad Begin — 
Day.| Morning. Evening. Day.| Morning. | Evening. | Day.) Morning. Evening. | 
} } h. m. | h, m } h. m. | h. m. | h. m h m.| 
; 1} 7 — 31 | 4 — 38 | 7— 28) 4 — 48) 22 7—19 5— 5 tt 
| 2/7 — 80] 4 — 38 | 12| 7 — 28/4 — 50} 23}7— 18/5 — 6 + 
317 — 30 | 4 — 40 || 13 7-97 | 4 — 51} 241}7—16|5— 8 i 
| 4)7— 380) 4— 41 | 14) 7— 26] 4 52 | 25) 7— 15) 5 — 10 i 
| 5) 7 — 30} 4 42 | 15 7— 26) 4 54}, 26)7—15)5— 11 M 
6| 7 — 30 4— 43 [16] 7 — 25 | 4— 55 || 297}7 —14)5 — 12 
| 7 | 7— 30 4— 43 | 17 7— 924] 4 56 || 28 | 7 — 12 5 ian 2a i 
| 8|7— 80] 4 — 44] 18 7— 23/4 —58 | 99/7 — 10/5 — 16 
pop ry 209/}4—45 | 19|7 22'S = oT 3017 — 915 18 ff 
10/7 — 29} 4 — 47 1 20| 7 — 211 5 iils1j/7— 8!5—20 4 
| 1\7 0 | 5 3 | yy, 
5s a ae aa eR NR Perret rer 4 
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j End Ke gin | eet at End | Be gin | ny a F ~ Begin | 4 i 
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Re oadkie Se ea PR Use Dade ih ie oT A hai Ma } 
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1}7— 7]5 —21]] 10 | 6 — 54) 5 — 36 | 201 6 — 35 | 5 — 53 
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3) 7— 4/5 — 24) 12 | 6 — 50 | 5 — 40 | 22) 6 — 31 | 5 — 57 | 4 
Lbr-thT — 315 — 26) 13 | 6 — 48 | 5 — 49 || 93) 6 ~ 2915 — 59} 4} 
1 si7— 1) 5 28 || 14 | 6 — 47 | 5 — 44 |, 24) 6 — 27 Gime As] b 
616— 59 | 5 — 29 || 15 | 6 — 45 | 5 45 || 25|6—24;6— 2 
$46 -—~.5815 — 321) 16 | 6 — 43.16 — 461 96.1 6.— 9.16.— 4 4 
816 — 56] 5 — 34/| 17 | 6 — 4115 — 47 || 97 |6—201/6— 6 a. 
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21/5 — 31| 6 — 43 | ' 





















































oe 


88 


ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
Se 
NEW CHURCHES. 

Attineton.—The new Church at Allington, in Dorsetshire, has been consecrated by 
the Lord Bishop of Bristol. 

RAMsSGATE.—The new Church of St. George, which has been recently erected at 
Ramsgate, has been consecrated by his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Rirpon.—The new Church at Ripon, completed within the short period of twelve 
months, and erected at the sole expense of the Rev. Edward Kilvingtor, has been con- 
secrated by his Grace the Archbishop of York, and opened for Divine 

CHELTENHAM.—Three new Churches are erecting at Cheltenham; one of them is in 
a state of great forwardness. The Trustees appointed under Act of Parliament have 


. 


service. 


signified their intention of nominating, for the approval of the Lord B shop of the Diocese, 
the Rev. G. Bonner, B.D. of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and the Rev. W. S. Phillips, 
M. A. Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford, as Ministers of two of them. 

Stamrorp Hitt Cuaret.—The Chapel of Ease at Stamford Hill, in the parish of 
Hackney, which has recently been enlarged by the present Trustees, was consecrated on 
1 hursday, the 22d of November, by the Lord Bishop of London. The Bishop was 
received at the doors by the Clergy of Hackney and the Trustees of the Chapel. After 
the service of Consecration and the Morning Prayers were concluded, the Sermon was 
preached by the Lord Bishop. The building will now contain upwards of a thousand 
persons, and in the new arrangement of the interior an ample provision has been made 
of free sittings for the poor. This is the second Consecration which has taken place in 
the parish of Hackney within a period of little more than three years; and it affords 
another instance of the unwearied zeal which is ever watching to promote the spiritual 
welfare of the parish. 

PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL.—We have the satisfaction to inform our readers that 
the proposed plan for renewing the interior of this Cathedral, which we noticed in our 
number for August last, will be carried into effect, as the subscriptions nearly amount to 
the sum required. A list of the Subscribers is now before us; the contributions of the 
Nobility and of the Clergy of the diocese generally, besides those connected with the 
Cathedral, are very liberal; but we are peculiarly gratified in observing the generosity 
and excellent spirit manifested by the inhabitants of the city of Peterborough ;—a spirit 
which is indeed highly honourable to the individuals, and which will rejoice every one 
who sees, in the affection of its members, the praise and prosperity of the Church he 
loves. 


Nova Scot1s.—A very interesting account has been received in this country, of the 
Primary Visitation of the Bishop of Nova Scotia to a distant part of his Diocese during 
the months of June and July last. We regret that our limits will not admit of a more 
detailed account of his Lordship’s reception and exertions than that which is subjoined. 

On the 28th of May the Bishop arrived at Newfoundland, and on the morning of the 
31st, he received a congratulatory Address from the Clergy of the Archdeaconry, to which 
his Lordship returned the following answer: 

‘Rev. BRETHREN,—My warmest thanks are due for your kind congratulations upon 
my arrival at St. John’s, and for the affectionate manner in which you regard the first 
Episcopal visit to this populous and important part of my charge. 

“Tt was impossible that the Church should not, have shared in the general inconve- 
nience that has hitherto been felt from the unsettled condition of this extensive island; 
while the wide separation of the Clergy from their brethren, and from large portions of 
their own flocks—the great difficulty of interconrse—the remote distance to which they 
were obliged to look for advice and assistance—and the waut of those particular ordi- 
nances whose administration is essential to the full benefit which the Church desires to 
confer upon all her members—pressed upon you with peculiar disadvantage. 

** But you will now partake with gratitude of the many general advantages that are 
opening upon this colony, from the permanent character that has recently been given to 
its government, by the paternal regard of our beloved Sovereign; and among these, I 
trust, with the blessing of God, we shall soon be enabled to number the extended influence 
of the Gospel, by an increase of the Clergy, and an enlargement of the Church. 

“ The feelings you have expressed in your Address of this day afford me the best 

















































pledge you can offer, for that zealous and cordial co-operation on your part, without which 
the benefit of an Episcopal visit would have been necessarily diminished. 

“TI thank you for the exertions you have made in preparing your people for the 
solemn offices in which they are to be engaged; and jein in your prayers that the richest 
blessings from above may attend our united labours for their welfare. 

‘* Be assured of my anxious interest in everything that affects your own usefulness and 
the well-doing of your several flocks. I humbly, but most earnestly and affectionately 
commend yourselves and them to the gracious guidance, protection, and blessing of th 
great Shephe rd of the Christian fold. “ Joun Nova Scorta. 
“* To the Venerable the Archdeacon, and the Rev. the Clergy of Newfoundland. 

** St. John’s, Newfoundland, May 31st, 1827.” 

On Sunday the 3d of June, the Bishop consecrated the Charch at St. John’s, and on 
the following morning preached a Sermon, preparatory to the formation of a District 
Committee of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. The collection at th: 
Church amounted to £36 10s., besides an additional sum of nearly £60 which was 
subscribed by the Clergy and Inhabitants who were present at the Meeting. 

The following List of Churches consecrated and persons confirmed will give our readers 
an idea of the laborious nature of the Bishop’s Visitation: 


1827. lV isited. Consecrated. Confirmed. 
June 3 St. John’s, Newfoundland St. John’s Church 316 
] Carbonear St. James’s Church and Burial Ground 70 
— Harbor Grace St. Paul’s Church and Burial Ground 2 


12 Island Cove St. John’s Church and Burial Ground 
— Bay Roberts (Church unfinished) 
— Bearneed St. Mark’s Church and Burial Ground 





13 Ship Cove St. Luke’s Church and Burial Ground 75 
16 Bonaventure St. John’s Church and Burial Ground 
17 Trinity St. Paul’s Church and Burial Ground 367 
19 New Perlican (Church unfinished) 54 
20 Heart's Content St. Mary’s Church and Burial Ground 64 
21 New Harbor St. George’s Church and Burial Ground 24 
24 Bonavista Christ’s Church and Burial Ground 210 
25 King’s Cove St. James’s Church and Burial Ground 27 
— Keels St. Philip’s Church and Burial Ground 37 
26 Salwage 19 
28 Greenapound St. Stephen’s Church 76 
July 1 Twillingate St. Peter’s Church and Burial Ground 93 
4 Exploits Burnt Island (Church unfinished) 19 
5 Fogo St. Andrew’s Church and Burial Ground 10 
6 Newfoundland St. John’s Burial Ground 64 
10 Torbay St. Nicholas’ Church and Burial Ground 52 
12 Petty Harbor St. David’s Church and Burial Ground 78 
a8 .. Merced § Two Burial Grounds (Church unfit for 36 
é ‘ Consecration ) 4 


Before the return of the Bishop to Halifax, upwards of 5000 miles had been traversed 
and in addition to the preceding Con 


, 
crations and Confirmations, thirty Sermons, Charges, 
or Exhortations were delivered. The impression left upon the minds of the people is 
reported, by those who witnessed it, to have been very pleasing. His Lordship expressed 
himself delighted with the state of the Church in general; and he considers that much 
good has been effected by those to whom the momentous charge of souls has been 
entrusted, 


LIST OF PREFERMENTS, 

Tue Kina has been pleased to recommend to the Dean and Chapter of Rocnester, 
to elect the Right Reverend Father in God, GEORGE, now Bishop of Sopor and Man, 
to the See of RocuesteR, the same being void by the translation of the late Bishop 
thereof to the See of CARLISLE. 

The Kina has been pleased to recommend to the Dean and Chapter of WINCHESTER, 
to elect the Right Rev. Father in God, CHARLES RicHARD, now Bishop of LLANDArr, 
to the See of WincHESTER, the same being void by the death of the late Bishop thereof. 
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List of Prefe 


Name. Preferment. 
Atley. 13: to held ¢ Great Ponton, R. with 
an Men tdi on asterton, R. and 
ee Ne , Pickworth, R. 
Bowen, W. .eeee- Ewyas Harold, V. 
Bray, Bidlake .... Lidford, R. 


=’ oar § Great Hampden, R. with 
Brooks, G. W. .. Great Kimble, V. 


~ 


Byam, R. B..+eee+ Sampford Courtenay, R. 


Ellis, W. ecceccee Ceidio, P.C. 

Gilly, W. S. eeeeee St. Margaret, Durham, P 
Griffith, BE. ..eeeee Prebend in Cath. Church 
Griffiths, John .... Preb. in Cath. Church of 
Hames, W. ...... Chagford, R. 

Homfray, E. «+++« Longdon, P.C. 


Hughes, J. wees 





¢ Bodwrog, P. C. 
Hutchins, R. W. .. East Bridgeford, R. 


Jones, David «wees Aberyscir, V. 
Jones, E. eesecees Liandeg P.C. 


Jones, J. sseece pre ae 


Llanfihangel y Pennant, R. Carnar. 


Kerr, H. F.C. ..6. Dittisham, R. 
Landon, J. «+e+++ Bishop’s Taunton, V. 
Lewis, P.J. ..+2e2 Cwmyoy, V. 


Lonsdale, J....+eee« Preb. in Cath. Church of 


Molesworth, J. E. N. Domestic Chaplain to the 


Parker, J..ecescee Lianmerewig, R. 


Parry, J.P.J. .... Liangelynin, R. 
Payne, H. D.C. Z. Northmoor, P.C. 


Price, H. «e+e.-+. Mast. of Gram. School 
tobinson, Hastings Great Warley, R. 
Rusby, S.S...+eee Coton, R. 

Sandford, John.... Chillingham, V. 
Sanford, W..«ee.. Newport, P.C. 

Squire, J. F..+.e«.. Beachampton, R. 
Sutton, Evelyn. «e+ Prebend of Westminster 


§ Llandrygarne, P.C. with 


rments. 


County. Diocese. Patron, 
Lincoln Lincoln Preb.of N.Grantham 


Rutland Peterb. Marquis of Exeter 


Hereford St.Davids Rev. Dr. Trenchard 
Devon. Exeter The King 
. ‘ § Earl of 
} Bucks Lincoln ) Buckinghamshire 
§ Prov. and Fell. of 
¢ King’s Coll. Camb. 
Carnarv. Bangor T.P. J. Parry, Esq. 


Devon Exeter 


C. Durham Durham Dn.&Ch.of Durham 


of St.Davids Bishop of St. Davids 
Rochester Lord Chancellor 
Devon Exeter Mrs. Grace Hames 
Salop Hereford R. of Pontesbury 


? Princ. and Fell. of 
( Anglesea Bang 4 Jesus Coll. Oxford 


Notts York { *resid. and Fell. of 





Magdalen Coll. Oxf. 
Brecon St.Davids Viscount Ashbrook 
Carnarv. Bangor Lady Penrhyn 


Merior , . 
ferion } Ban ror Bishop of Bangor 


Devon Exeter E. of Mt. Edgcumbe 
Devon Exeter Dean of Exeter 
Monmou. St. Davids Earl of Oxford 


Lich. & { Archbishop of Can- 
, Cove me te rbury (option.) 
Earl of Guilford 
Montgom.St. Asay h Bishop of St. Asaph 
Merion. Bangor T.P. J. Parry, Esq. 
f Presid. and Fell. of 


Pe , J 
i St. John’s Coll. Oxf. 


Oxford Oxtord 


Bangor The Governors 
I ex London St. John’s Coll. Cam. 
Camb Ely Cath. Hall, Camb. 
Nort] Durham Bishop of Durham 


Sal yp Lichfield The Ld. Chancellor 
Bucks Lincoln Caius Coll. Camb. 
Middles. London The King 





UNIVERSITY IN 


~- 
\*4 


TELLIGENC 


Ye eel 


OXFORD. 


On Wednesday, October 31st, the fol- 

lowing Degrees were conferred 
BACHELOR IN DIVINITY. 
Rev. H. Hey Knight, Fell. of Queen’s Coll. 
MASTERS OF ARTS. 

Rev. Ralph Maude, Brasennose Coll. 
Thomas Gerard Leigh, Brasennose Coll. 
Rey. J. Temple Mansel, Stud. of Ch. Ch. 
Rev. Thomas Hope, University Coll. 
Algernon Grenfell, Schol. of Univers. Coll. 
Rev. F. Chambré Steel, Schol. of Jesus Coll. 
Rey. John Philip Sydenham, Exeter Coll. 


BACHELORS OF ARTS. 
John Thomas Bridges, Wadham College, 
Grand Compounder. 


Richard Jervis Statham, Exhibitioner of 

Corpus Christi Coll. 

Charles Scott, Brasennose Coll. 
William Bannerman, Brasennose Coll. 

Th Hon. A. W. Ashk y C oper, B. A. 
of Christ Church; the Hon. A. C. Talbot, 
B.A. of Christ Church; the Hon. C. A. 
Murray, B. A. of Oriel, have been admitted 
Fellows of All Souls’ College, (being of kin 
to the Founder); and A. G. Lethbridge, 
B. A. of Christ Church, has been admitted 
Probationary Fellow of All Souls’. 

Francis Hague Greswell, B. A. Exhibi- 
tioner of Brasennose College, has been 
elected a Fellow of that Society on the old 
foundation. 





















































































It has been unanimously agreed in Con- 
Vocation, to accept a bequest made to the 
University by the late Lieut.-Col. Boden, 
] i Company S service. 


of the Hon. East 
] 


sé 


I do hereby give and be queath all and 
singular my said residuary estate and ef- 


fects, with the accumulations thereof, if any, 


and the stocks, funds, and sec where- 
on the same shall have been laid out and 


invested, unto the Uni 














be by that body appropri yware 
the erection and endowment of a Professor- 
ship in the Shanskreet la re, at or in 
any or either of the coll of the said 
I ‘ ty; bei ( ft) il t I 
general and critical kn l 
rua will | i ( in 
ce men to pr 1 tl l 
of t nativ fl the Ch 

m, by dissemi: k of tl 
icred Scrip ire ul gst th 

tually than ull other means what “yd 

The Rev. Arthur Johnson, M. A. Fellow 
of Wadham Co 5 ! ted Pro- 
i Anglo i 
of Dr. Raw! t of the Rev 
C. J. Ri y, M I vy of U1 y 
College, who had held f f ( | 
time limited by the Will of t under 

DEGREES CONFERRED. 
BACHELOR IN DIVINITY 

Rev. W.Wilson, Wadham Coll. Grand Comp 


BACHELOR IN CIVIL LAW. 

Rev. Charles Pilkington, Fell. of New Coll. 
MASTERS OF ARTS 

Henry Somers Cocks, Ch. Ch. Grand Comp. 

Sir G. Prevost, Bart. Oriel Coll. Grand Comp. 


, M.A. Fellow of Mag 


Phe aton Prize for | t ir 
has been Ijud to t K I 1 
Smedlev, M.A. of Sid y ( Subject 


rutor of ¢ rine Hall, has t 1 
Regius Professor of Divinity, on the resig- 
nation re Lo Bis] yp of I in 

1 t Martin Davy, D. D. M of 





Caius ¢ ‘ 
cellor of th University nsuing Vv 
Alfred Power, B. A. Scl > of Cla 
Hall, and a Scholar of the University on 


yllege, has been elected V -( i 


\ Dr. Battie’s foundation, has been unani- taking care 


mously elected Lay Fellow of Downing 
College, after a contest with five competitors. 
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Rev. Charles Hopkinson, Queen’s Coll. 
Rev. Richard Antram, Queen's Coll. 
Thomas Morris, Magdalen Hall. 

Rev. Edward Kitson, Fell. of Balliol Coll. 
Rev. Frederick Oak« ley, Fe ll. of Balliol Coll. 
BACHELORS OF ARTS. 

Robert Eden, Ch. Ch. Grand Comp. 
Spencer Smith, Balliol Coll. Grand Comp, 

William Thomas Wyld, Christ Church. 
John Malcolm, Christ Church. 
Sidney Bazalgette, Balliol Coll. 

Vm. Ward Jackson, Schol. of Lincoln Coll, 
Francis Fulford, Fellow of Exeter Coll, 
James Aldridge, Exeter Coll. 

Phil v Henry Lee, B.A. of Brasennose 


College, has been elected a Fellow of that 


The following Degrees have been con- 


BACHELORS IN DIVINITY. 


I } 1 Calhoun, Fell. of Magd. Coll. 

( Masters, Magdalen Hall. 
MASTERS OF ARTS. 

Patrick I oyle , Oriel Coll. Grand Comp. 


John Evans, Scholar of Worcester Coll. 
William Simeox Bricknell, Worcester Coll. 
George Horatio Hadfield, Pembroke Coll. 
George Du Heaume, Fell. of Pemb. Coll. 
Thomas Ogier Ward, Queen’s Coll. 
William Brock, Queen’s Coll. 

John Shepherd Birley, Brasennose Coll. 
Francis Lillyman D’Ewes Coke, Ch. Ch. 
Dacres Adams, Christ Church. 

Charles Bannatyne, Balliol Coll. 

George Stephens Dickson, University Coll. 
John Clarke, Exeter Coll. 

H. Bentley Metcalfe, Schol. of Lincoln Coll. 
John Griffiths, Scholar of Wadham Coll. 
James Corry Connellan, Oriel Coll. 





lalen College, to Eliza, youngs 


The subject of the Norrisian Prize Essay 
for the ensuing year is—The nature and 
use of Parables as employed by Christ. 

Graces to the following effect have passed 
the Senate: 

1. To confirm the report of the Syndi- 
cate appointed ‘‘ to inquire whether any 
ind what alterations may be made with ad- 


vantage in the examination for the degree 


2. To appoint Dr. French, Professor 
Airy, Mr. Catton of St. John’s College, 
inks of Trinity College, Mr. 
’s College, a Syndic ite tor 


of the public rooms and instru- 





ments in the Observatory till the end of 
Lent term, 1828, if the Plumian Professor 
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should not previously recover from indis- MASTER OF ARTS. 
position. Robert Prioleau Roupell, Trinity Coll. 

3. To appoint Mr. Thirlwall, of Trinity BACHELORS OF ARTS. 
College, one of the Examiners for the Clas- John Wilder, Fellow of King’s Coll. 
sical Tripos. John Corser, Trinity Coll. 


John William Daltry, Trinity Coll. 
M irk Cooper, St. John’s Coll. 
Charles Frye r, St. John’s Coll. 
DOCTOR IN DIVINITY. Boulton Brander, Queen's Coll. 
Rev. Thomas Shephard, Magdalene Coll. Algernon Langton, Downing Coll. 
Rector of Cruxeaton, Hants. The Degree of Doctor in Divinity has 


The following Degrees have also been 
conferred : 


BACHELORS IN DIVINITY. been conferred, by royal mandate, on the 
Thomas Mackreth, St. Peter’s Coll. Rev. Thomas Turton, of Catharine Hall, 
Augustus Davies Ions, St. John’s Coll. Regius Professor of Divinity. 


MARRIED, 
Rev. Sidney Gedge, M. A. Fellow of Catharine Hall, to Clara, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Deck, of Bury. 
tev. Charles Porter, M. A. Fellow and Tutor of Caius College, to Penelope, eldest 
daughter of the late R. Fleetwood, Esq. 


CLERGYMEN DECEASED. 


On Thursday, the 15th of November, at Kingston Hall, Dorsetshire, in the 77th year 
of his age, the Right Reverend Grorce PretyMAN Tomine, D.D. Lord Bishop of 
WINCHESTER, and Prelate of the Order of the Garter. 


Name. Preferme nt, Cou nty. Patron. 
St. Marg. Westminster, R. Middlesex D. & C. Westminster 
Clinton, C. Fynes.. Preb. of Westminster, Middlesex The King 
Cromwell, R. Notts Duke of Newcastle 
Davies, L..eeeeeeeee Lianmerewig, R. Montgomery Bishop of St. Asaph 
: ; . , : Warden and Fell. of 
ive V. eeseceee Romford, V. ‘Sse? . : } 
Everett, V ee pot Bevex 1 New Coll. Oxford 
Bondy, V. with ? ial 
Hildyard, J.....0. Macksow, V. and ‘ Lincoln Lord Yarborough 
r Grimoldby, R. Lincoln Dudley North, Esq. 


rhwing, R. sord Chancellor 
Knott, W.S. ...+e+ Bawdrip, R. Somerset Rev. S. Simmons 


: North Reston, V. and W. Hornby, Esq 
rh l mf *eee 1 . , al CU : dg Z 
Maddison, G. { Little Grimsby, V. } Lincoln {7 Nelthorpe, Esq. 


GE... census ino ioe b York + Thompson, Esq. 


Mitchell, W.F....... Lidford, R. Devon rhe King 
Morgan, W...++ee++ Cwmyoy, ws Monmouth Earl of Oxford 
Pullan, T...cceccees Farniey, P.C. York V. of Leeds 
Roberts, E. F. ..++++ Chaplain to H. M.S. Gloucester 
; Dirham, R. and i Dean and Chapter 
Si me, G eee , slouceste I 
Swayne, G. o.- Pucklechurch, V. i : , of Wells 
Thomas, A., LZ. D... Chillingham, V. Northumb. Bishop of Durham 
St. George, Bloomsbury Middlesex 
ee ty eer ae ST a se Lord Chancellor 
Ww illis, T. | ta « < Preb. Asg irl y Linec In Bishop of Lincoln 
» ‘ Ye F; 
Wateringbury, VY. Kent ae * | Chapter 
. of Rochester 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We are compelled to postpone our notice of the AMULET, Memoir of Archdeacon 
D wubeny, and some other Articles. 


We shall endeavour to procure the information requested by a Correspondent respecting 
the constitution of the Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 

We have received A. g., Report of Cardiff School, ., Clericus, and an excellent Report 
by the Chaplain of Norwich Goal 
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hould not previously recover from indis- MASTER OF ARTS. 
position. Robert Prioleau Roupell, Trinity Coll. 

3. To appoint Mr. Thirlwall, of Trinity BACHELORS OF ARTS. 
College, one of the Examiners for the Clas- John Wilder, Fellow of King’s Coll. 
sical Tripos. John Corser, Trinity Coll. 


John William Daltry, Trinity Coll. 
M irk Cooper, St. John’s Coll. 
Charles Fryer, St. John’s Coll. 


The following Degrees have also been 
conferred : 


DOCTOR IN DIVINITY. Boulton Brander, Queen's Coll. 
Rev. Thomas Shephard, Magdalene Coll. Algernon Langton, Downing Coll. 
Rector of Cruxeaton, Hants. The Degree of Doctor in Divinity has 
BACHELORS IN DIVINITY. been conferred, by royal mandate, on the 
Thomas Mackreth, St. Peter’s Coll. Rev. Thomas Turton, of Catharine Hall, 
Augustus Davies Ions, St. John’s Coll. Regius Professor of Divinity. 


MARRIED, 


Rev. Sidney Gedge, M. A. Fellow of Catharine Hall, to Clara, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Deck, of Bury. 

Rev. Charles Porter, M. A. Fellow and Tutor of Caius College, to Penelope, eldest 
daughter of the late R. Fleetwood, Esq. 


CLERGYMEN DECEASED. 
On Thursday, the 15th of November, at Kingston Hall, Dorsetshire, in the 77th year 


of his age, the Right Reverend Grorce PretyMAN TomLINeE, D.D. Lord Bishop of 
WINCHESTER, and Prelate of the Order of the Garter. 


Name. Pref rment, Cou nty. Patron. 
St. Marg. Westminster, R. Middlesex D. & C. Westminster 
Clinton, C. Fynes.. Preb. of Westminster, Middlesex The King 
Cromwell, R. Notts Duke of Newcastle 
Davies, L..eeeseeee0 Lianmerewig, R. Montgomery Bishop of St. Asaph 
, . . ; . Warden and Fell. of 
Everett, W. .-seeeee Romford, V. Essex {New Coll. Oxford 
Bondy, V. with ? p 
: , sincol 4 é : 4 
Hildyard, J....0+¢ Horkstow, V. and I = Lord Yarborough 
Grimoldby, R. Lincoln Dudley North, Esq. 
2 Scarborough, V. and : E. Thompson, Esq. 
Kirk, J. weeseeee { rhwing, R. York $ Seed Chancellor 
Knott, W.S. ...+e+ Bawdrip, R. Somerset Rev. S. Simmons 
; North Reston, V. and W. Hornby, Esq. 
Maddison, G. .... bree Grimsby, V. } Lincoln { J. Nelthorpe, Esq. 
Mitchell, W.F......- Lidford, R. Devon The King 
Morgan, W....- eeee Cwmyoy, V. Monmouth Earl of Oxford 
Pullan, T...eeesecees Farnley, P.C. York V. of Leeds 
Roberts, E. F. «2222+ Chaplain to H. M.S. Gloucester 
; Dirham, R. and 7 Dean and Chapter 
Sv > Ie weeeee . Glouceste 
pong, < Pucklechurch, V. " of Wells 
Thomas, A., LZ. D... Chillincham, V. Northumb. Bishop of Durham 


Preb. in Cath Rochester 
Willis, T., D.C.Z... < Preb. Asgarby Lincoln Bishop of Lincoln 


. ) é ; 
Wateringbury, V. Kent l — 4 1 Chapter 
’ of Rochester 


St. Georze, Bloomsbury Middles 
( ane * cet cal liddlesex Lord Chancellor 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
We are compelled to postpone our notice of the AMULET, Memoir of Archdeacon 
Daubeny, and some other Articles. 
We shall endeavour to procure the information requested by a Correspondent respecting 
the constitution of the Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 
We have received A. ¢., Report of Cardiff School, ., Clericus, and an excellent Report 
by the Chaplain of Norwich Goal. 
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COMPENSATION 


SLAVE OWNERS 
FAIRLY CONSIDERED, 


in AN 


APPEAL 


To THE 


COMMON SENSE OF THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 





I consider the claims of the West Indian to Compensation, if his property were destroy- 
ed, as the claim of a Receiver of stolen goods 
Sveech of the Duke of Devonshire at a county meeting 


I (Lord St. Vincent) am descended from one of the Receivers of that period: the noble 


Duke is descended from one of the Thieves. Had I been preset at the Meeting, I 
would have asked the noble Duke who stole those goods, who sold them, who pocketed 
the money for them? Who, but the people of England! 
Speech of Viscount St. Vincent in the House of Lords, March ith, 1826. 
Phrase call you it By this goad day I know not the phrase, but [ will maintain the 
word with my sword to be a soldier like word, and a word of exceeding good command. 
** COMPENSATION,” that is when a man is, as they say, ** compensated ;” or when a man is 
being whereby he may be thought to be “‘ compensated,” which is an excellent thing. 
Shakespear. 
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COMPENSATION TO SLAVE OWNERS 


FAIRLY CONSIDERED. 
; — 


Lorp St. Vincent clearly stated the nature of the West India 
question, when he referred to the Case of the Receiver, calling upon 
the Thief to restore his portion of the value of the stolen Article. 

The Slave most justly may say to his Master, you have no right 
to hold me in your possession, because Menstealers sold me to you, 
for who ever heard of a wilful Receiver, being allowed to set up the 
Felony of the Thief by way of Title? 


What answer can the Receiver make to this Complaint? None— 


and, if the Slave could possibly bring his Case before any Court of 


Equity untrammelled by human Laws, he must be discharged from 
sondage. This is manifest, who can doubt it? The Slave proprietor 
has no natural or moral claim to his property in the human species. 

Every West Indian Proprietor whose opinion deserves considera- 
tion will admit— 

That Slavery is contrary to the natural rights of Man, and there- 
fore unjust: 

That a purchase of the natural right of another from him who 
stole it, cannot give a Title, and that the continuance or p« rpetuation 
of a wrong cannot make that wrong, right: 

The evident conclusion from these premises is, that Slavery ought 
to be abolished as fast as the welfare of the Slaves themselves wilt 
admit, without any reference to the convenience or advantage, suffer- 
ing or loss, of the Slave Owners. 

Thus stands the question between the Slave Owner, and the Slave, 
or, between— 

RECEIVER anv PARTY ROBBED), 
But this must not be confounded with the ocean-apart question 


between 
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The Slave Owner and the People of the United Kingdom, that 1s 


between— 
RECEIVER anv THIEF. 


The two questions must in fair reasoning be kept apart—Much 
Art, however, has been manifested in confounding them. 

The Slave Owner having been compelled to purchase the Slave, 
calls upon the British Nation to return the consideration money, but 
they in place of answering this demand made upon their Justice, 
immediately appeal to the passions, on behalf of the Slave, (a) 


(a) This mode of arzruing the subject may thus be familiarly illustrated: Jack having 
stolen ‘I ss Hor sells it to Harry, who i antly purchases 1 Jack goes toa meet- 


iug-house, and ben moved to consider that his theft was a criune, ina fit of repentance 
takes away the Horse and returns it t rom, but keeps the money for whieh he sold It. 
Three Cases arise out of the Slave Question 


The ist Case stands thus 














Brack sus Waitt 
Plaintiff’s Case Defendant, 

Plaintiff demands his freedom, and rests Haanocase. Itis true that he boncht 
his case upon the La f Nature, Vol. I the Plaintiff from the British Merchant 
page I Fo violate this law is ** malum under the sanction and by the compul- 
in se,” and therefore no Municipal La sion of British Laws, but he cannot set 
can sanctien or justify the act by whicb up thisas a defence; he bas bis action 
Plaintiff is kept as a Slave. ' ist the Venpor upon his WARRANTY. 

Upon such a Case judgment must be confessed for the Plaintiff, 
The 2d Case stands thus 
Tue Wrest Inpra SLAVE, 
} ro ami versus The West India Proprietors 
The British Parliament. 
Planti§’’s Case Defendant's Cas 

Plaintiff is entitled to his freedom, 4 Defendant den to the Bill, be- 

as betore. cause the friend of the Plaintiff, who sues 
on his behalf, was the Original Wrong 
Doer, and Defendant submits, that as 
the whole benefit of the theft cominitted 
ou the freedom of the Plaintiff, wenti 
to the purse of his porchct rami, the said 
next friend ought to refund the san 
or be made a party to the Suit as de- 
f lant 

low Lord ¢ ell Fldon would decide upon this case, we kn y, but when the FRAUD 

COMMITTEE is too rid —why truly we are air i of the Decre 
1 Case stands t 
awe Ow ’ rergus Britisn PARLIAMENT 
Pe Ca Defendant, 

This is an action 1 which Plaintiff de Has no case issuc ere joined t 
clares upon a ai vy. Detendant ld the Country uldavail bimnothing, 
and warranted to Plaintiff, certain ne- betore artial ry, to de 1im 
groes ich Defte tit has since ap- at the wrongs the arty robbed had 
peared. tortuous! t possession of, Plan- endured, tor Defence t was the wrong- 
tiff being ¢ ted, sues for the purchase doer himself, ands h an appeal to the 
money, and brin into Court the solemn passions in this case, is wholly irre la- 
Covenants of Defendant, whereby tt ap- vent. Defendant, t efore, will de- 
pears, &c, ‘ mur, and pray judement that the Plan- 

tiff cannet recover, because Defendant 
has ninitted a felony 

if the Pia ’ tited, t y because Defendant isa This aud cught 
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The Slave Proprietors rest their Claim to Compensation on these 
undeniable Truths. 

Ist. That the Crime of holding their Fellow men in Slavery ori- 
ginated with the British Nation, and was aggravated and increased 
in direct opposition to the interests, desires, and even laws of West 
India Proprietors, (5). 

2nd. That the expense of undoing a great National wrong, should 
be borne by the whole--not by a part—and that part not the most 
guilty. 

3rd. That Slavery having been established in its worst state by 
the British Nation, the Slav Pro} rietors have spontaneously deprived 
it of its most horrific features by surrendering to the Law, a portion 
of their power over those Men, whom the British Nation sold to 
them as Chattels. (c) 

4th, That the Slave Proprietor’s rights of property over his Slaves 


(b) Previous to the existence of any of the West India Colonies, England commenced 
the Slave Trade. This traffic was e ed in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, w - 
tually had a share 


ac 
it. Her successors encouraged it by every possible means; and King 
William the Third (by 








I Somers, his Minister) declared that the Slave Trade was 
“highly beneficial to the Nation.”?” Numerous Acts of Parliaments from the reign ot King 
William till within a vy rs the Slave Trade Abolition Laws, are to be found in 
the Statute Book of the British Parliament, encouraging and fostering this traffic; and 
when,inti Ss th Carolina (then a British Colony passed a law, pr yhibitory ef further 
importations of Slaves into that dependency, Great Britain indignantly rejected the 
Act, and declared that the Slave Trade was beneficial and necessary to the mother 
country: the Governor, who sa ti ed the prohibitery Act, was reprimanded, anda cir- 


cular was sent to all other ’ 

however, was repeated ia 1765, and Jamaica stood forward as the advocate of the Black 

man; tor, in Jamaica,a bill was twice read in the Legislative Assembly, for the pur- 

pose of limiting the importation of Slaves, when the measure was frustrated by Great 

Brit:in, through the Governor of Jamaica, who sent for its Assembly, and told them that, 
a wl 


Governors, warnin them against a similar offence, which 
’ 










consistently with his instructions, h could not give his assent; therefore the Bill was 
dropped, and the Slave Trade continued. —Again,in 1774, the Jamaica Assembly actually 
passed two Bills to restrict the Slave Trade; but Great Britain again resisted. Bristol 
and Liverpool, which ar ow ¢€ rous for the abolition of & ry itself, then found it 
suited the i sti tit fort c tirnuation of the spor letion of ’ frican black 
brethren, and the imatter bei referred to the Board of Trade, that Board 1eported 
for the continuation of the Slave Trade; thereupon the Colunies, by the Agent of Ja- 
maica,reimonstrated ar aded against the Report on all the principles of justice and 


humanity: but Great Britain, by the mvuuth of the Eari of Dartmouth, then President of 
the Board of Trad unswered by the following declaration: **We cannot allow the Co- 
1 


ies to check or discourace, uny decree, a traffic so beneficial to the nation.” See 
Mr. Barhain’s admira l fon 

( See the West India Laws, partici rly the Consolidated Slave law of Jamaiva, 57 
Geo. 3. Cap, xxv But if ! said this Law is not obeyed, look at the tol vii ibstracts 
from the Ci i Office records ef Jamaica, 

HE KI r AT 
Kingston, J a, Jan y Issizes, 1819. 
Before the Honourable Thomas Witter Jackson, Chief Justice; Mr. Justice Mills.and Mr 
Just Bari ¢ 

The Prisoner was licted for bre ing his Slave e was convicted, sentenced to six 
months imprisonment, fined ¢'1 id the Slave w idjudged to be free, undera Clause 
in the Slave Law, because the Master bad abuse his Authority. This Clause is the 
enacting that “any person vy all maitreat any Slave may be fmed £ 100, and lmpri- 











































































4 





are guaranteed by the same lay 
species of rights of property. 
5th. That protection in possessi 


when it is taken aw for national 





Constitution. 
Therefore for every portion of | 
‘ ned twelve months for each Slave, and 


** offender, the Court may m 
*“* yish, which is therefore to: 





w the Slave 
THE KING 18. LEI On the prosecution 


Jamaica Supreme ¢ 


Before the Honorable William A. Scariett, 
Justice Ste 


The Defendant was indicted for branding 
mark, His Counsel offered to give in evideu 
continual thefts, and the frequeacy of her at 


yn OF property, or compensation, 


purposes, is part and parcel of the 


} 


roperty, which the Slave Owner 


ases, where the Owner is the 


numitsuch Slave, and order the fine to be paid to the pa- 


$10 per annum.’ 


f the Parish of St. Catherine, Jamaica. 

rt, Oct. 18214, Spanish Town. 

Chief Justice; Mr. Justice Mills, and Mr. 
vart, 

female Slave on the shoulder with a cattle 

e the profligate character of the Slave, her 

erselt The Court held that this 


a 





evidence was irrevalent, for under the sirt ) the Slave Law, no Slave could 
lecally be branded on y pretence, and the D dant ng convicted by a Jury ef Ja- 
maica Managers of Plantat 1s, was fine $100, imprisonment in the Common Gaol for 
six months, and the Slave is made free ln December 1825, I iw her walking a free 


woman in the streets of Spanish T rwn, Jan 
Let us see 

THE 
in England; att 


Margaret Brady was charged with having | 


yaica.—Could the law of England du more 


el uth Sessions, April, 1826 


wanded the neck of Anne Wood, a liftle Girl 
I 





about ten years of age witha / ron t if u g ¢ rs. he child having dipped 
its finger into some cream, which stood in its way, Mrs. Brady lighted some matches and 

aced them burvuing as they were the ; then went into the passag« 
and brought In an ised for may sf chairs an cated if, then marked 
two stools with it and de eratel t ee ' th. The child’s back was 
examined by the Court and Jury, sé gh the ii ry td been inflicted in Ja tuary, 
three months previows, the mi s UB uere st } aly 

Ihe Jury found the Prisoner GuiLty. 

She was im} risoned one month, and f 1 40 (Morning Herald, 15th April, 1926, 4th 
page, 2d column.) 

In 1824, the atrocity of branding a Slay with the Letters A.C. SERONVILLE, 
was commented 1 with merited energy in the House f Commons; and it was said the 


People of Jamaica had done this, for the Jamaica Royal Gazette had advertized him! 


What was the fact? why a Fre hinan name 
Jamaica, had a Slave, who, in Saint Doming 
came to Jamaica after the Revolution in St. 
amongst us, as did many other Frenchinen. 


Mr. Win. Smith, in April 





February, 1426, to prove, t se Slave 
the Workhouses, the Brandi iv 
as soon as they are born cle 1 
ber of marks on Win. Bullock, wl 
Slaves were branded ten years since, but t 
does net cause a Negro to suffer this ignomi 
sa marr, r as a puntsiime t, the 
is the slave Trade is becor i Felon 
s readers, by say , that ** Bra " 
was marked with 5: Letter I t 
in e ma | t eV 

i .y still nav t el ras ber iu 

easily abolish the ial But 1 y 
imusin he said, e saw by the J tica ( 
vere advertized as branded. and theretore 
ed; for a philosopher who t nda 
** by this Rule en a philosopher sees 
still, ergo, that Man is dead.’ \ Win 
1 ives but he should leave tits int 
tiumes, the Lus yrt , the De ans dt 
as Mr. Cannt told him. “ become an em 


dificult the task they had undertaken, 





d A.C: Seronville, now living in Kingston, 
, near 40 years ago, had been branded; he 
Domingo, with his Slave, and got an Asylum 








ipplement to the Royal Gazette of the 16th 
ere therein advertize is Runaways in 
| sitted in 1826. 7 1 Slaves Kunaway, 
rdingly! H articularly soticed the nuin- 
i nany years aco. rhe fact ts, that 
fact also is, that even a Jamaica Court now 
y Nor i w dare br da Slave, either 
t te. it has ne a misdemeanour, 
4 West dia rite : the patience t 
< e nanity, and that the Slave 
at ves ever er marked, and 
" ror even Gol it Letters. 
ish practice, you ca ot 

Vill 1 Si A ! t arguing is rather 
’ te, tha i le r r Staves 
it was evident, that they wes rand 
: dl po ¢ Gs fn nofurther; 
' leep, he may argue ead men lie 
S th Ned a t bv the noblest 
to the t bBrougbams, the 

Ste} f Great Britain, lest he sh l 
rarrassment and obstruction, mak more 


































surrenders in order to enable his Nation to redress a National act of 
injustice, he is entitled to COMPENSATION. 
THAT SLAVERY SHOULD BE ABOLISHED, 
being admitted on the one hand, and 
THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE OF COMPENSATION, 
being proved and recognized on the other, 
The questions at issue are, 


1. What is meant by compensation? 
2. When is it to commence? 
We will first enquire— 
What is meant by compensation? 

The first duty of a calm investicator is to consider and define the 
terms he employs, so as to discuss things, and not words. 

To enquire what is meant by compensation, may to many appear 
absurd, but it must be remembered, that “the million,” frequently 
affix no precise determinate ideas to their expressions, and this word 
Compensation is used by different parties with much discrepancy 
of meaning. The West India Proprietor by compensation, under 
stands, that for every portion of his rights of property which he yields, 
he is to receive an equivalent—as Bardolph would say, “ by com- 
pensation he means, when a Man is compensaied, which is a very 
good thing.” 

The Emancipatist only understands some PossIBLE, REMOTE, UN- 
DEFINED, donation, to be bestowed, when emancipation is com- 
pletely effected, a sort of poor raTE to keep the quondum possessoi 
of thousands from starvation; by COMPENSATION, he means there- 
fore when a Man is UNCOMPENSATED.” 

For this latter sort of soi dissant compensation, the West India 
Legislatures will never yield their rights, and therefore, if no other 
be offered, a struggle will ensue, which certainly will at least retard 
the work of essentially benefiting the slave population. 

But many liberal Statesmen di ny our claim to compensation, on 
effecting the measures they propose, as the commencement of ultimat 
emancipation. They say; ‘by benefitting your Slaves you benefit 
“* yourselves; you raise them in their value, as you improve thei 


‘¢ moral worth, extend the benefits of education, and increase their 


‘ 


civil immunities—You cannot claim compensation, for you can 
suffer no ill.” 
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I'he ideas arise from the delusion kept up by the Slaye Owners 


resident in Britain; their timidity prevents their statu.s the nature 


of their property. What is their property? Ts it the satisfaction of 


civilizing their Slaves, and rendering them fit for emancipation? No, 
the property in Slaves which the British Parliament sold them, is 
in the rights, the natural—the born rights of the Negro—a right to 
his labour—to all he can acquire—to the possession of him as a mer 
chattel—destitute of will—subject to absolute power. Cruel as this 
may be, it is the Contract between Parliament and the Slave Owners, 
and that the latter have of their own accord parted with many of 
their rights of property, without the least intervention of the British 
Parliament, and that their Slaves are no longer mere Chattels, is the 
exclusive merit of the Slave Owners. Do not misunderstand me, I 
do not contend for the existence of the system, I only shew the nature 


of the Contract. This is the Covenant between the United Kingdom 


and her Colonies, and they now claim damages for the abrogation of 


this Covenant. (d) 

But can we not substantially benefit the Slave without depriving 
the Master of a part of his rights of property? (says the enlightened 
Advocate for meliorating Slavery)—I answer, you cannot. How do 
you benefit the Slave? By returning him a portion of his natural 


rizhts; but these rights are the property of the Master, and which you 


(d) Upon this principle the West Indian Colonists must bear a proportion of lots rate- 
ably with their Fellow Subjects in the Mother Country, and therefore can only contend 
for the actual value of their legal possessions, which must be relinquished either at 
once or gradually in effecting the emancipation of their kidnapped fellow men: in other 
words, the Thief ought to restore the purchase money, and make good the actual dete- 
rioration of properly which the Man compelled to receive the stolen Negro has incurred; 
but the Slave Proprietor has no right to expect that he is to receive more than his ac- 
tual Capital thus embarked: it is not because he receives a larger Revenue from it than 
would he afforded by any different investment, that he is to demand such Compensation 
as would afford him his present income. Thus, if the Capital of a Proprietor be £100,000, 
and it returns him a clear Revenue of even £10 per Cent. he cannot in justice claim 
more than a return of his actual Capital. The loss of actual Revenue is balanced by 
his Share of the price of undoing the wrong committed by the whole of his Nation, and 
hy the change of an insecure Tenure of property for one of more stability. Let us put 
these items, Ledger-wise, for elucidation 


Dr. British Nation in A—C with West India Proprietor Cr. 
To annual value of property, By Sum secured as Compen- 
for which West Indian sation, affording you a 
paid £100,000 £10,900 Revenue of. . o « « £808 
a By Security in the event of 
—e a Revelution, when other- 
_ wise you would get no- 
ww thing cece ce 2 © © €£60 
oat By your proportion of Huma- 
atl nity, Justice, and common 
— Honesty to Blackey . . 1,000 


£! 
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sold him; therefore to benefit the Slave, you must take from the 
Master, and the same justice which causes you to pay a Man for the 
injury he sustains for any public benefit, (as by a Road passing 
through his estate), ought to prompt you to compensate the Slave 
Owner for those rights of property he yields. But let us refer to the 
meliorating measures proposed by Ministry, and consider how far 
they do affect the rights of the Slave Owner. 

It is distinctly avowed, that the ultimate object is Emancipation ; 
in other words, that the estate of inheritance for ever, guaranteed 
to Slave Proprietors by Acts of Parliament, is to be changed into 
an Estate at will, or for a limited number of years, that is, until it be 
the pleasure of Parliament to declare that the time for Emancipation 
has arrived. 

Now, is the change of an Estate of Inheritance, into an Estate for 
years, nothing? Would a British Farmer complain if his Freehold 
were turned into a Leasehold, and that property which he expected 
to descend to his Children confiscated as soon as his Labourers were in 
a condition to enjoyit? Would the Farmer grumble at this ?—Assuredly 
he would—but what would he say if you were to require him to spend 
his time and money in educating these Labourers, and, “ fitting them 
for the new state of things into which they were to enter” (that is to 
say) hastening the period when they were to take his property? Would 
the Farmer do this? Assuredly he would not! Will the West Indian 
be less determined? Assuredly he will not. Would the Farmer say 
he was compensated by the knowledge of the improvement in the 

condition of his fellow men? Assuredly he would not! Will the West 
Indian Proprietor think differently? Assuredly he will not. 

But, it may be said, the vast change to be made in the morals of 
your Slaves, and their increase in virtue and knowledge, will be more 
than a compensation for the change of your tenure from freehold to 
leasehold ? Will Education do this? Let us see. I teach my Slave to 
know that he has a moral right to freedom, and that it is unjust to 
keep it from him; I teach him to estimate the relative force between 
us, and I furnish him with the medium of communicating and organi- 
zing a plan of freedom ; will his virtue tell him that he is my pro- 
perty, and should not try to be free? Montesquieu says, virtue loves a 
Republic, so the more virtuous and the better educated my Slave is, 
the more he will feel his right to liberty, and the better will he be 
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enabled to insure it. Whv, Mr. Canning would be a rebel if he were 


a Slave! and what enlichtened man would not? What most ennobles 
man? a strucele for freedom! and disguise it as we will, the Rebels 
in Jamaica, victims of law, are martyrs to Liberty, (e) 


If then, as my Slave increases in his knowledge, in the same ratio 


proceeds his desire for freedom, and power to take it; it is evident 
that his value is proportionably lessened, for who would wish to pur- 
chase property of progressive risk? Therefore unless I am com. 
pensated for this deterioration, is it common sense to expect that I 


will gratuitously, not only hasten the period for losing my property, 


by deteriorating its present v ilue, but even risk my own existence, by 
teaching mv Slave that he bas a richt to be free, and the power to 
make himself free? No,say the West India Legislatures, we will do 


no such thing: If we are sentenced to lose our property hereafter, we 
The Second Question is, when is the Compensation to com- 


The West India Legislatures say, If we effect your purpose of 


smoothing the path t nancipation, we must divest ourselves of part 
of our richts « pro] ty , and lancer the rest: Therefore we con- 
tend that we are now entitled to comnensation for what we do now 
vield, and for indemnity for what we may hereafter lose: We make 
the demand ,nor will w ive up our property to a lyance your 
ae re unt ] d — 

] t 1} r\V th h to ¢ np nsat us,— 

Qdly, That you have the powei do so. 


When our property is deteriorated, or utt riy lost, are our rights 
thus invaded, to become the subject of discussion—and is the question 
of compensation then to be raised? No, before we surrender our 
property in whole or in part, we must either receive the consideration 
money, Or security ior its payment. 

What justice is there in this demand? Let us enquire: we will 


(ce) Isaw one executed several years since; he had commanded a large number of run- 


2 slaves: they carried their depredations, by fire and sword, within two miles : 
away niles of 


Spanish Town, the seat of J 1ica Goveraument. Long this SErtTorivs in his native woods 

’ 
defied the power of the ¢ try. At len 1, like Sertorius, he was the victim of treach- 
ery: I beheid him die—! ried in his rebellon—and just before the award of law 


was fulfilled, be said, “ give this cap to my pickenniny (son), tell him to remember how 
they catcbed and killed him tutta (father), tell him how me die, and to do like a man.” 
And he did—he did, die like a man. 

That West Indian who does not wish to see the system ended, is unworthy his country. 
All we can ask, is;—aid us in undoing injustice, but let us not be the only sufferers fora 
wi econ 
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therefore consider hew the 1 ropositions of Ministry, if cnacted into 

. . . ; 

Laws, would affect the value of West India property, and so give a 
i . 


fair claim to immediate Compensat 


Let us refer to Earl Bathurst's Statement: 
His Lordship h ud— 
i 
“What it is no intended to do, . 4 : rate the v 
*f into which th obiects m be divided, and to classify them 
‘¢ under distinct Is, viz 


]. Those regulations which are necessary to in st 
from labour, and the pr per observance ‘‘ of the Sabbath Day” by 
Slaves. 

2.. To protect the persons oj Slaves from violence 


« 


3. To secure the property of SI 





4. To improve the moral and domestic habits of Slas 


5. To facilitate the imissibihity ¢ lay to vive evidenc Vj 
6. To facilitate the manum ( —" ier by consent of ay 

, q 

their masters, or by appraiseiment un ‘ r authority. 4 
These propositions al be sent out tot Val 4 

— sy ry : : ry 

*“‘ of the West India Islands, with a view to their t ft 
modified in accordan to the exi law and usages in ¢ : L 

‘“ When that is done, it is intended that they shall be brought sepa- y 
; | Ai 

“rately under the Consideration of the diflerent Li tive Assem- ¢ 
° ? , ’ 1 j 
1s blies, in order that they may be « led to give their Opinion on | 
. . ° u 

sé ¢]} $ | } ' 4 Las It +} | , 

the Separate heads, to agree to them, to alter them, to l l 
‘‘ them, to rec ist them, o1 altoreth r to} ct them. J cannot | V- 4 
. 1 ' ’ 1 ) 

“ ever bring myself to believe that the last step which L hay ¢ 
*« tioned is one which in any ease will be adopted, ‘ 
Can any one of these objects be effected without infringin: it 


rights of property? Let us go to proof. “ 
(1 & 4) The abstinence from Labour, and the proper observance ol 
the Sabbath, (which must commence the improvement of the Moral 


and Domestic habits of Slaves), can only be effected by conceding to 


Nae 


the Slave another portion of time to be employe din those spontaneous H! 


benefit, which now enz1 him on th sa 


labours for his ow1 


1 ] 


You cannot in justice compel the Slave to kee 
] —" 
unless you allow him other times for those employments: th n- 
a ‘ ee Bi i - a 
cession would most certainly be the relinquishing a part of the Pro- 


nrietors’ pure ased 
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The quantity of labour now required from any number of Negroes, 
of course regulates the quantum of production; decrease the labour, 
the produce decreases in the same proportion, and the profits of the 
Master are diminished in like ratio, therefore he suffers injury, and is 
entitled to compensation, pro rata parte. If a Labourer says toa 
Farmer give me the wages of siz days, but only require me to labour 
Jive, pray is the Farmer not a loser of one sixth? 

(2&5.) That a Case can occur when a Slave may be injured by a 
free person (and the Law not be able to stretch forth its arm against 
the offender from the circumstance of none being present but Slaves), 
must be conceded; this is an evil, and a vast evil, but the Colonial 
Legislatures have balanced between the possibility of such an event 
occurring and the certainty of the continued commissions of perjury 
and reiteration of unjust complaints. This leads naturally to the non- 
admissibility of Slaves to give Evidence against free persons. The 
Legislature of Jamaica threw out a Bill to admit such Evidence on 
three principles: Ist, Because it enabled Slaves to render those 
placed in authority over them, subject to continual Prosecutions, and 
it was considered that the Slaves, conscious of their power, would 
continually endeavour to find Subjects of Complaint, as is evinced by 
the repeated frivolous charges which are continually preferred by 
Slaves to the Councils of Protection, as Informers though unable to 
be Witnesses. 2dly, Because it tended, completely to change the na- 
ture of the Slave Government, by abolishing the Judicial power pos- 
sessed by the Manager in the first instance, and the Proprietor in the 
second, and in effect vesting it in Magistrates remote from the scene 
of the aHeged offence of the Slave: therefore the Master must submit 
to the loss of many days’ Labour, or the Crime must remain unpunished. 
The necessary consequence must be that the Slave would contemn an 

authority he could continually question and therefore thwart. In fact» 
the Rescripts or Civil law jurisdiction of the Proprietors, would be 
superseded by a sudden influx of the Freedom of British Laws. The 
recklessness of the African Race in respect of the obligation of an 
oath (a vicious habit they have imported from Africa), formed the 
third and least reason which actuated the rejection of the Bill—its 
chief Opponents viewed its political consequences, which they consi- 


dered must subvert that respect—that ruBLic orin1oN, by which in 




































the Slave Colonies a rzw govern MAN ¥—therefore they refused to 
incur this danger, without a pledge for comPENSATION. (/') 

(3.) For Slaves legally to hold property is inconsistent with a State 
of Slavery—is this more than a mere cavii? It is more! Slaves do 
actually hold property to a large amount, and to it there is no limita- 
tion. Few Owners would dare to injure their Slaves’ property — 
public opinion would upbraid them, their Slaves would revolt. Even 
the clause of the deficiency law lately repealed, (which prohibited 
Slaves from possessing horses) by a side wind admitted their right 
to hold other property. But a Slave cannot py Law hold property, 
for consequent to the possesszon is the right of protection; he may 
then plead and be impleaded, but who is to pay the Costs if a Verdict 
pass against him? Therefore his property must be held in his master’s 
name, and to him the Slave looks up for its defence. This is one of 
the strongest ties between the Master and the Slave, and ought not 
to be weakened, (9) 

(6.) That a Slave ought to be allowed to purchase his freedom at 
a valuation, against the consent of his Master, appears to a person 
who has never been in the Colonies so productive of advantage to 
both parties, that no valid objection can be preferred against it, and 
that, therefore, there is here no claim for compensation; but every 


Planter knows, that a large Plantation could not exist were the 


(f) I take no notice of the question of Flogging, because Parliament, by rejecting Mr. 
Flume’s Motion to abolish Flogging in the Army, has declared the necessity of this species 
of punishment. If the Soldier is to be flogged, and the Slave is not, it would follow asa 
necessary consequence, 

1. That a Slave is degraded by that which is no degradation to a Soldier—ergo,a Slave 
is superior toa Soldier. 


2. That a Slave’s sense of honour is nobler than that ofa Soldier. 
These propositions are not true; therefore, if it be necessary to keep British, free, 
Christian, high-minded, Soldiers, in subordination by flogging; a fortiori, it must not be 


molished with respect to African, Pagan, unprincipled Slaves. 


(z) Slaves do hold property of considerable value ; and what is a greater anomaly than 
any \other, Slaves are sometimes proprietors of Slaves. A Negro Man-Slave, named 


Bundy, belonging to Spring Garden estate, in Westmoreland, Jamaica, hired three 
Slaves, his own property, to the Delve estate, the property of Hugh James, Esq. in IS18. 
A Slave belonging to Mr. Burke, a barrister of Jamaica, not long since died, leaving 3,000 
dollars amongst her relatives. Mr. Heath, (another barrister of Jamaica,) has several 
Slaves in similar circumstances. A Negro, by his NUNCUPATIVE wILL, more effectually 


disposes of his property, than his Master does by soOLEMN TESTAMENT: there is no Court 
of Chancery in the first case 5 and if any dispute arise amongst the Slave devisees, the 
Master has the matter argued before him, not by bill and answer, but ore tenus; his de- 
cision is final, and does not shut up the property for years; one day determines it: he 
claims no fees, there are no solicitors, and few instances can be adduced of the Master 
appropriating the estate to his own use—he dare not—he would be considered a robber- 
his Slaves would make common cause, and continually abscond and harrass him; his cha- 
racter being bad, the Magistracy would not assist him, and thus his crime would be its 
own punishment. The bill passed in Jamaica whereby Slaves are entitled to claim be- 
quests and legacies, presents, as the framer (Mr. Remalls) remarked, this anomaly :—a 
Slave may be sold to pay a legacy to himself; for ifthe deceased Proprietor made him a 
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intelligent minority of Slaves abstracted. They give vigour to the 
whole, as the Opposition to Parliament. Rem ve from any large 
settlement the influential characters (who alone c. uld enjoy the bene- 
fits of this provision) and the property is immedi. tely deteriorated in 
a ten-fold ratio to the actual sum which could be claimed for their 
emancipation. (h) 

Every one then of these propositions for meli: rating the condition 
of the Slave encroaches on the purchased rights of the Master—till 
secured he cannot be expect d to proffer, and it would be hard to 
compel him to surrender them—no, not even to effect that object, 
which * THE SOVEREIGN AND HIS PEOPLE HAVE MUCH 
AT HEART.” 


;, : : 
Let us now enquire, whether this object would not be effected, by 
Parliament pledging itself to give such compensation as we have 


defined the term. Let us see what are the 


REASONS 
WHY PARLIAMENT SHOULD COME TO A RESOLUTION, 
DECLARING 


I. THAT the Proprietors of Slaves are entitled to compensation, 


gene’ tlly. 


bequest, the Slave would be assetts in the executors’ hands, for the payment of the le- 
gacies So if a Slave had a legal right to other property, he micht sue his Master fora 
trespass, obtain damages, and then the Slave might be sold under a writ to pay a debt 
due that Slave. This anomaly could not exist when slavery subsisted in England, forifa 
Lord impleaded his Cert, that Ce rf becam< so fa free, and so if the Lord answered a 
deelaration filed by his Slave. To re« icile all these anomalies must be the work of ma- 
ture deliberation. The present Attorney Ge ral of Jamaica, the Hon. Wittran 
Burer, has introduced the practice in the Court of Chancery of that Island, for Slaves 
filing bills of disclosure against their Owners, by the Register as their prochein ami, 1 
was witness to the novel proceeding of the Owner being put in gaol, under an attachment 
sued out of Chancery by the Slave fhe Slave sued in forma pauperis, and the defence 
of the suit cost the Owner five times the Slave’s value. The Attorney General no doubt 
was actuated by the desire of promoting substantial justice, but the door opened to the 


just, was equally pervious to the unjust. l know an Attorney at Law, who issued a com- 
mon law writ of Homine repleciando at the suit of a Slave, and by continually bringing 
it, enjoyed the labor of the Slave in the shape of fees. The Slave was in faet transferred 
to the Attorney. It must be observed, that the verdict of a jury against the plaintiff, in 
the latter species of action, does not prevent its being agai brought, and so on in per- 
petuity. One verdict against the Slave holder is final. To give Slaves a persona standi 
m the Courts, would overran the Colonies with lawsuils and pettifoggers. Ignoraace is 
always litigions. 


(h) What would become of a plantat when it lost its Cannings to direct the Counsels 
of the Master; its Peels to correct abuses; its Fidons to administer cyuity: its Humes to 
discover peculations ; and its Broughams to bring the Master in justice when he abused 


»38 authority ? 
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II. That for every melioration in the condition of the Slave, they are 
entitled to particular compensation, according to the value 
of the rights parted with to effect such melioration. 

Ilf. That means shall be taken to ascertain the quantum of such 
compensation, to be progressive in the same ratio as the 
march of Emancipation, and that a particular fund shall be 
established, to be specifically applied in supplying this 


progressive Compensation. 


The enquiry involve the following Considerations : 
I. What benefits would result from Parliament pledging itself to 
make such Compensation? 
II, What ills would result from the refusal or delay of such a pledge? 
III. Who are the opponents of such a measure being carried into effect? 
IV. The reasons actuating this opposition, and whether they have 


their foundation in justice and expediency ? 


And first, Of the benefits to result from a pledge of compen- 


sation by Parliament. 
1. The palpable Justice of the British People undoing at their own 


expence a wrong, which history proves they not only sanctioned and 
encouraged, but which thi y compe lled the West India Proprietors to 
commit, 

2. The Colonists must cease their only just ground of opposition 
to the progress of the abolition of Slavery: they would no longer 
have cause to refuse to part with their rights of property over the 
Slave, without the relinquishment of which (as before proved) no solid 
advantage can be secured, and the road to emancipation cannot be 
commenced, 

3. Securing the co-operation of those colonists who desire this 
gradual emancipation upon equitable terms and who are the majority 
of Slave Proprietors: they would immediately unite with the just 
and liberal portion of Parliament, and from their local knowledge 
would be enabled to enact many salutary Laws not contemplated 
by Parliament: they would render the crooked path to emancipation 
straight, and make smooth the way before rational liberty. Without 
this co-operation, Laws may be enacted by the Law makers, but being 
contrary to the sense of the free community of the Colonies will be 


evaded iby the Law breakers. To secure beneficial measures vou 
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must secure the public opinion, for even an inexperienced Legislator 
knows that it often supersedes Law, and far outweighs it: but put 
Law and public opinion together, and what can counterbalance the 
Union? 

No legislative error is more fatal than that of seeking to effect, by 
an alteration of laws only, that which must be the result of a me- 
liorated state of public opinion acting in concert with the laws. 

4. If the Colonists after such a pledge refused their assent, Parlia- 
ment might then proceed to violent measures, and yet say, and truly 


say, ‘‘ We are clear of the blood of these unjust men.” 


If. The evils resulting from deferring, or refusing this pledge. 

The Colonist then, will resist the measures of the British Parlia- 
ment by every means short of actual violence; the consequence will 
be, that the Slaves will consider themselves wronged by their Masters, 
while the Masters consider themselves wronged by the Parliament. 
The result is insubordination and rebellion; this must cause the ef- 
fusion of blood; the Whites, if successful, must execute as an ex- 
ample, and if the Blacks are fortunate they will not be ¢oo merciful. 
The probability is, that in such a contingency, though the Slave 
Proprietors might struggle for a time, the Slaves would finally pre- 
vail. The ultimate resulting evils then are, on the one hand, the loss 
of the Colonies, the massacre of all classes, and the war of blood con- 
sequent upon a revolution; or on the other, the continuation of 
Slavery. 

It is no answer to say “ the Slave Proprietors in the Colonies will 
not run this risk;” they tell you they wil/: (look at their resolutions 
in reply to Lord Bathurst's instructions), and they have proved their 
intention to do so, by refusing repeatedly, to follow the suggestions 
of Ministry sanctioned by Parliament. ‘They have declared they will 
keep their property at the risk of their lives, till compensation is en- 
sured. 


III]. The Opponents to this pledge of Compensation are divided 
into 5 Classes. 
1. The most dangerous, are, Many West India Proprietors resident 
in Great Britain. 
2. Many Mercantile Gentlemen who receive Consignments of 
West India produce. 














































































17 
3. Many who are connected with the disposal of East India Sugars. 

4. Many liberal, enlightened, and truly philanthropical Men, 
(amongst whom may be classed his Majesty's Ministers, and many 
Members of Parliament, as well those attached to Ministerial mea- 
sures, as those in the Opposition,) who design really to “ exrecut: 
justice, and shew mercy ; who intend substantially to meliorate the 
condition of the Slaves, to raise them up, “till they can take thei: 
stand with the freest of the human race;” whose sound intelligence 
is unwarped by enthusiasm or delusion, and who know that one right 
of property secured by law, is not less sacred than another. 

5. All those Philanthropical reckless gentlemen, who for a pretence 
make long speeches about the abolition of Slavery, who whilst they 
would sacrifice the property of others are unwilling to part with the 
least of their own: Talking Philanthropists, who display their kindly 
feelings at the expense of others, whom they wish to make Paying 
Philanthropists 


IV. Causes of this Opposition. | Refutation. 
MANY WEST INDIA PROPRIF- 
TORS IN GREAT BRITAIN 

1. Are buoyed up with an idea, 1. Be not deceived—Ye sce not 
that the actual question of Eman-/}the storm which approaches, and 


¢ 


+ a * - . 3 
cipation is yet far distant; they] which your own Mr. Barham has 





cannot think of losing their day | for told; it has swept away Sla- 
dreams of a return of the large lve ry in St. Domingo, and broken 
Revenues they once enjo. d, nor/it in Colombia, it approaches 


of bearing a portion of the expence | Cuba, and will it not visit Jamaica? 


of the National Sacrifice to hu 


The British Nation has willed, and 
manity and justice; they trust that} Parliament has decreed, that Sla- 
they may by legislative legerde- very sliall be no more; its extinc- 
main deceive the British Nation |tion is at hand: when the Trumpet 
by procuring in the Colonies, the | of revolution has sounded, where, 
enactment of Laws, which, they|ye West Indians, are your rights 
are persuaded, will never be ob-|of property? gone with the whirl- 
served, wind of Anarchy, which has swept 


They are afraid to defend their them away like the down of the 





just claims, because they will not | thistle! 


part with the unjust; they fear dis- A sacrifice must be made, and 

















cussion, and hope to blink the 


question. 


2. The West Indians imagine 
that the good sense of the British 


Nation in its detestation of Sla- 


Y 
i 


very, confounds those who have 


become Proprietors of Slaves; 
therefore they are timid in pro- 
posing or supporting any measure 
which might bring the question 
between the West India Colonies 


and the Parent State to a crisis. 


S$ 


¢ 


ye must offer up a part to save 


the rest. $y seeking to conceal 
the danger from yourselves, are 
ye wiser than the bird which thinks 
to avoid the huntsman, by putting 
its head behind a Tree? 

2. The idea is only in imagina- 
tion, the good sense of the Nation 
keeps apart these sentiments, and 
the claim of the Slave Proprietors 
to reasonable compensation is 
pointed out in many of the Peti- 
tions 


ag 


= 


ainst Slavery, presented 


to both Houses: of Parliament. 
The crisis must arrive, and delay 
can but increase the danger. 
That the part is less than the 
_whole is not more true than that 
a part is better than nothing. Be- 
| sides, if the right to compensation 


were once established, the greater 


portion of the Colonial enemies 
would refrain from their innova- 
tions lest they should be called on 
to contribute their portion of ex- 


pense. A pledge of Compensation 


would be in the nature of an In- 
| surance pro rata parte, and West 
India property would recover from 
its present exceedingly deteriora- 
ted value. (2) 


(2) In November, 1825, Dover Castle sugar estate in Jamaica, which had been mort- 


gagedafew y¢ urs antecedently for ¢ 30,01 


for J 0, and this, although there had b 
that « see tu Lanop fit sec 
tions ex ressed by Parliament Anoiher 
in St. Andrew's, Jamaica, (containing 700 
cattle, and 14 mules) was sold for £ 5,000 ct 


mentioned property, fair estimated, unde 


0, was sold to Mr. Solomon Mendez De Silva 


een no other deterioration of property, but 
rity; such opi tion resulting from the Resolu- 
sugar estate, called Hali’s Delight, situated 


acres of land, with the houses, 101 slaves, 45 
irrency, equal to £3,500 sterling, which last- 
r other circumstances, was worth £20,000, or 


four times the sum for which it was purc hased. 
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3. They are unwilling that aj 3. The Colonial Legislatures 
motion for a pledge of Compensa-| are already irritated: they have 
tion shoul | be brought bi fort Par- declare d that the y will oppost the 


liament lest it should be negatived, | propositions of Ministry, till Com- 


and thereby the Colonial Legisla-| pensation is secured: they have 
‘ : 

tures be irritated to opt n Opposi- done more than declare, tl vy have 

tion. acted upon their declaration. Were 


| the motion for a pledge negatived, 


| matters could not be made wors 


land the probability is, that th 


| Justice of the Repre sentatives of 


ithe Nation would induce them to 
|accede to this measure; then the 


| Colonial Legislatures could honor 
| y 


| 
| 
| 
} 


ibly, and consistently, aid in the 


locreat work of gradually emanci- 


| pating our fellow-men. 


4. They rely upon the protec- | 


4. A poor defence acainst the 





tion of Ministry. lavowed feelings of the British Na- 


ition! Deservedly popular as Mi- 


| nistry are, still they dare not op- 
| pose the general sentiment, a sen- 
| timent not more general than no 
| ble. The question is not, well you 


have Emancipation or Slavery, 
I 


but will you have Emancipation 
| ; 


with Compensation or without it ! 
} 
a 
MANY WEST INDIA MERCHANTS 
Only seek to preserve their Com- These men forget that unless 
missions; that d sire p imarily ac-|co- oneration Is promoted between 
a i 


tuates them; subject tothis ruling} the Colonies and the Mother 


(k) The West Indians in Britain think they have done a vast deal when they have vot 
up a petition, and had it presented by Mr. Barin Mr. Baring’s wealth may decide 

fate of many Notions, but he unnot change, he cannot deter the fate of the West Ind 4 

No loan will do this Free they must be As for West Indian appeals to the fine feel- 

mes! why allthe fi r fe ings are ev listed avainst them Falk of white Widow ! 

( 1 ? re ] ' hie by his alle dy ste Mr tephen, ‘ rallh 
© ke} ib lage, deprived of ir moral rights that Siavery may yield a fe t 
id subsiste e” \ ealstot passions ale bsurd from t lave Owner: he t 


mpassion isa foundati 




























ee eee te: 
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cause, they are guided by the} Country, 
W shes of the West India Pro- years Say 
prietors, Emancipation or slavery is on 


is alike to them, provided 


onee. 


they | ¢ 


yet their Commissions 


MANY EAST INDIA ME 


1. Are inimical to the West In Vi 
dian’s right, because the b writer 
of 10s. on West India Su Ll ¢ 
duces them to consider t F if 
Indian wronged, therefore | Bounty 
desire the destruction of the West | West I 
India Colonies, consequently op i 
pose every measure which mig ywertu 

j » the 7 ben< . 
lf West | ‘ | 
“ revolution |, -East India it 
Sugar would command the mark ° 
and therefore the pric no} 


ised, so would the ce 























they must in a very few 
0 ra | bve to Commis- 
West India Sugar and 


it ft nect of this 
t } fh su ct 
| point of view, it 
demon ted, that this 


ositive injury to the 
rietor, whi se na- 
ICI 


eased by the 


rine of self-interest. 


itrovertible! ifone man’s 
| I { is to be sacr! 
tit l the value of 








































there is an actual injury sus-|tenure, and I will neither surren- 
tained, der nor risk it till you give me se- 
curity, and indemnity. My pro- 


perty now is matter of certainty, 


comp¢ nsalion as you may chuse to 


| 
ir I change it for the chance of 


vote hereafter, at most I can only 


}look to an uncertainty. (l 


ALL MERE rALKING PHILAN- 
riROPISTS, j 

Are actuated by adesire of chi ap | 

P ypularity an {renown for libe rality | th m. Lord St. Vincent’s com- 


By their works you may judge 
at other people’s expence. Thus a} parison is in point, ‘The Thieg 
Reverend Clergyman said, ‘it was complaining of the Receiver.’ 


delightful to view the liberal feel-| What would be thought of the 


In proof ofthe correctness of this statement, 1 referto a Speech made in Decem- 
ber, 1825, by Mr. Burk, a Barrister of England, and Member of the Jamaica Assemb'y, 


whose sentiments great infl ( that body; he stated, (in reference to one of the re 


“ ‘ - 
mmendations of his Majesty Ministers, which was debated on at great length), ‘‘that 











e avowed objec f the ti-Colonists is ultimate emancipation, and we are nly re- 
quired in the mean time t vhat may be necessary to render our Slaves fit for the 
‘ enjoyment of the new state into which they are to enter. Here is a plain avowal of an 
tended interterence ith, and lati ot the rights of property 5, our property i er- 
tainly not of a very enviable descript i t property in human flesh and b d and 
es, and sinews, is t greatly to be coveted: and Lam sure there exists no West In- 
lia Proprietor wl vould not gladly exchange it for property of inferior value of any 
her kind: iti yever, property which has beer inct ied by repeated Acts of the 
British Parliam t and which has desce ed to us frora our ancestors he were encou- 
raged by repeated Acts of Parliament to er rk theimselves and the r rtunes in the 
tivation ot the Col es; then my right to my Slave is as much sanctioned by law, 
1 she | be as sacredly protected to me, as the right of any gentleman in England to 
every ac.e of land which he possesses This right so sanctioned it is intended to sa- 
fice—be itso. I uld go ha j ind with the emancipators—lam as true a lover 
f freedom as the nm ‘ ere ne therm d ido believe that some ¢ do act 
om motives of honour and sincerily But it t re t ict in the reat free 
n.atl st Jet not justice be altogether lostsight of—let us not be the rer 
ta definitive pledge « pe t be give -let the amount be ed at 
let tl 1 , it t ri ted t, and all opposition on the part 
‘ Col ts. it 1 t € 1 ant) isc But i this ult this 
a le, this h t lerat 1ever best ’ ire tat 
( it t t i i ‘ aa | , 
p vy st > r ‘ 1 t t ! ’ 
i w " last t y L ’ ‘ " tally value 1} 1 
haps ex ingly if 1s u rf Com) it 1 to sich you k y i 
1OW «€ ed i his it 1 C threate ad yur y ¢ i 
4 avertin t must he " tin wn fil es rhe ¢ ididate for the represen- 
t in Ass ly. of Ki 4 . Jamaica vacant by t leath of Mr. W at De 
i525), was required by the f lders t romise t " se the me irest! mend 
Ministry, tril ¢ pe it 1 3 Phe anxiet f the Col ts f such a 
pledwe is natural, “tor t ' for ich t t 1 r the m and st 
*‘ wherewith they live if they are deprive t i vhat shall they « 
1ot dig— to beg they are a uw i But if ¢ Compensation be specifically ple ed, 
they will emulate their fellow-subjects in effecting their benevolent intention of restor 


Iman the freedom nature gave bim 
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ings of the People of Britain, in 
seeking an ‘end of Slavery;” li- 
beral indeed !! Ask the Clergy to 
renounce their Tithes, or a Tithe 
of their Tithes to purchase the end 
of Slavery, and would they com- 
ply? But the reasons advanced 
are, 

That the Slave Proprietors have 
no claim to compensation, for they 
have no right of property in the 
Slaves without a title, and that the 
Rule, Caveat Emptor, pre¢ ludes 
from inas- 


them compensation, 


much as they ought not to have 


bought their Slaves without con- 
sidering that the vendors had no 


right to dispose of them. 


i the 


the lau 


} 


99 


dw 


ltors secured? By 





{Thief who should (as the next 
ifriend of the party robbed), com- 
mence an action of Replevin 
igainst the Receiver, to whom he 
had sold a stolen article, and at 
the same time refuse to refund any 


part of the purchase money? All 


irights of property are de pend nt 


upon the Law, all equally secured. 


The 


drawn between the rights of the 


comparison has been ably 


Nobility of England and those of 


the Aristocracy of Jamaica. How 


did the former acquire the right of 


inheritance from Primogeniture ? 


By law! How are their rights of 


hereditary legislation guaranteed ? 


By law! What them the 


cives 


lright of jurisdiction from their 
birth? The law! Then are they 
superior in heré ditary rights over 


heir coachmen, only, because the 


lecr ed! F 


other nati 


} . +} 
law has so ¢ or no otner 


reason; and in some ns 


| | . . 
not so: Still the nobles of 


it is 


the land would not part with their 


privileges, but with their lives— 


they are their pr perty, hecause 


them. And how are 


‘gave 
the rights of West India Proprie- 


2 ] 


iaWws, (succeed - 


ing an | confirming laws,) not only 
sanctioning by commanding the 


Is 


than ano- 


requisition of such prop rty. 
law a better security 


Is 
ess ah Act 


One 


ther? Act of Parliament 


Ole 


another? One 


tuan 
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jmore sacred than another? One 
right of property held under one 
/enactment, less secure than ano- 
| ther right of property, held under 
another enactment? 


But is then Slavery to continue? Certainly not. Sacrifices must 
be made to abrogate it, To ensure its safe abrogation, the co-ope- 
ration of those who are to make the Sacrifices must be ensured: 
How can you ensure it?) Why by fairly compensating them for their 
Sacrifices, on the same principle as all holders of other species of 
property are indemnified for the loss or even inconvenience they incur 
for the public benefit. 

Therefore, it is manifest that— 

Compensation should at oncé be fixed; its rate apportioned, and 
the source whence it is to flow pointed out. Then and not till then, 
the benevolent object of conferring Freedom on the Slave will com- 
mence. In the words of a Jamaica Legislatar—* We will go hand 
in hand with the Emancipators.” Refuse this just—this not denied, 
but admitted—more than admitted—proved right to compensation, 
then adieu to your Plans of Reform and gradual emancipation. You 
may make Laws, but we will break them: You may Usurp, we never 
will yield our rights. Execute Justice yourselves——we will slew 
Mercy. 


FINIS. 


— (a ee ee 


PLUMMER AND BREWIS, PRINTERS, LOVE LANE, EASTCHEAP. 
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REPORT 


THE PROCEEDINGS, 


[1m Committee appointed to draw up for this meet- 
ing a succinct and general statement of the Society’s 
proceedings during the last year, are impressed with 
feelings of a mixed kind, as they contemplate the 
two opposite scenes of its operations. While the 
Western hemisphere, on the one hand, affords abund- 


1 


ant cause for satisfaction and thankfulness, in the 


wise and active superintendence of the Bishops of 


Nova Scotia and Quebec over their respective dio- 


ceses, in the manifestation of an affectionate regard 


for the ordinances of the Church, in the increase of 


Missionary establishments, and a corresponding ad- 
vance of pure religion; the great Eastern Peninsula, 
on the other hand, opens prospects, which become 
every day more animating and extensive, but which 
are clouded for a time by the loss of that master- 
spirit, the lustre of whose genius, and the ardour of 


a Z 
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wus, 
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whose zeal, spread light and hope over the whole. 
To both these quarters of the globe the attention of 
the Meeting will be directed; and it will be found 
that each holds out much encouragement to the So- 
ciety, to go on in its course of benevolence, with un- 
abated zeal, and unremitting activity. 

The Committee, in the first instance, would advert 
to the transactions which have appeared to them more 
especially deserving of notice, in those regions which 
were the objects of the Society’s earliest care, and 
have afforded an ample field for its labours ever since 
the date of its incorporation. 

With regard to the Diocese of Nova Scotia, the 
reports of the last year, when they shall be printed at 
large, will strongly exemplify the character and ex- 
tent of the advantages which attend the Episcopal 
form of Church government, when administered with 
vigilance and activity, in the spirit of piety, and under 
the guidance of wisdom. 

From the time of his arrival at Halifax, in the 
autumn of 1825 to the commencement of the fol- 
lowing spring, the attention of Bishop Inglis was 
occupied with such of the duties of his office as 
could be discharged at home; among which were 
some important matters relating to King’s Col- 
lege, Windsor. In this establishment the Society has 
always taken a lively interest, and has contributed 
largely to its support and increase, particularly by the 
foundation of twelve divinity scholarships ; being per- 
suaded that it could not better advance the cause 


of the Gospel, or more effectually promote the de- 
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sign for which it was incorporated, than by thus 
providing a faithful nursing mother for the Mission- 
aries, by whom that Gospel was to be preached, 
« ] l,. ] ai sn Sidi Sani . > ww _ 

and that design carried into execution. Experi 1c 
had proved the impossibility of adequately supplying 
the ministry otherwise than from the youth of the 


colony; and that these would be unable to repair 


] 


to England for an education worthy of their fi 


uture 
profession, was a matter of no less certainty. ‘To 
furnish them, therefore, with the means of obtaining 
} 


cnch a lL yantian hair nwry harac ae wacane | 
such an education on their own shores, was regarde 


~ 


by the Society as a measure of primary and fund: 
mental importance ; being, in fact, nothing less than 
a sowing of the seed, without which they could not 


expect a harvest. 


As soon as circumstances would permit, the Bishop 
4 i 
4 T ‘ rd - ] 4 1, ? . 1 ) 
of Nova scot L proc ded tO tne Be rmudas Is] nds, 
a? oe a a = 
distant from Halifax between seven and eight hun- 


dred miles, and containing a population of above ten 


thousand inhabitants, of whom about one half a 


slaves. His Lordship’s ri eption here was marked 
by every possible demo str ti n of r'¢ Sp ‘t from all 
classes. No bishop had been seen before on these 
islands, and the inhabitants seemed ready to welcon 


] ee » eerntl senameeniice (tT ae oa 
such a visitor with primitive affection. 

Ihe Bermudas are divided into nine parishes, each 
provided with a respectable churcl And though 


these churches had been for many vears very insuf. 


>: a a a *4] a ee ae ’ Y sinewes ] 
ficiently suppued with ministers, the Committee have 
ereat satisfaction in being avie to state, that, WC- 


ce. . a ' : ; . . , ae 
lore the bishops aeparture, iP had made provision 











<= 































6 REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 


for the regular weekly performance of divine service 
hon ea Ce Tivemshcnt the elena: Gee 
in every one of them. ihroughout the colony, th 
zeal of the clergy, and the excellent disposition of the 
people, excited his admiration. He administered the 


rite of confirmation in each church, and to more than 


twelve hundred persons in the whole, of whom above 


one hundred were blacks 


rp “4s e 4] > she Bes 
“The condition of the negroes”, the bishop ob- 
‘rves, “who im these islands are domestic rather 


than plantation slaves, and treated very kindly by 


(5) 4 


their masters, could not fail to engage my atten- 
tion. They require religious instruction; it is cer- 
tainly their due. They are anxious to receive it in 
connexion with the Established Church, to which their 
masters belong, and there seems to be a readiness, on 
the part of the masters, to acquiesce and even to co- 
operate in any reasonable method of affording it. 
A more favourable opportunity can never again oc- 
cur; as the inclination of masters and slaves is the 
same,—and the desire of the slaves will certainly be 
ified by dissenters, if provision be not made at 
once for their instruction in the Church. The Me- 
thodists are full of zeal in this matter, and if their 
efforts are on waste ground, they cannot be con- 


demned.” On this subject his Lordship has made 
strong representations to his Majesty’s Government, 
but without the prospect of immediate success ; and 
the Societv ce rt but |; ha he state of ites 
the society cannot but lament that the state of its 
finances prevents it from affording to the black popu- 


lation of t 


he Bermudas that assistance, which under 


other circumstances it would most willingly bestow. 
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It was with much regret Bishop Inglis took his 


- hd } 1 1 aa3 oe "y z ‘ 
teave of these secluded shores; “‘in the midst of every 


ra +4 


‘ctionate attention from the 





mark of kind and aff 
whole people,” and deeply impressed with thankful- 
ness to God for the spiritual benefits of which he had 
been the witness and the instrument, and for the 
protection and blessing with which he had been fa- 


Whos 
yvouread,. 


Vi iihin a few days aiter Nis return to Halifax, tin 
ome ; ' 
Gishop again embarked, and was occupied during the 
remainder of the open season, in accomplishing a long, 


laborious, and on some occa ions eveli perilou ’ Visit- 
ation of every parish within the provinces of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick; the details of which 
will be found in the Appendix to this Report. Into 
these details your Committee will not now enter ; but 
they earnestly recommend them to the attention of 
every friend of religion. Suffice it at present to say, 
that they exhibit generally a gratifying picture of 
improvement in religious feeling and practice; of 

eady attachment to the Church on the part of the 
», and of judicious zeal on the part of its minis- 
} 


ters. It ts painful to add, that they exhibit at the 


ame time a lamentable disproportion between the 
piritual wants of the population, and the ministerial 
services requisite for their supply. In the single 
county of Northumberland, New Brunswick, amongst 
a population of sixteen thousand souls, there is only 
one resident minister, and for the whole diocese there 
is need of at least thirty-three additional missionaries. 


The clergy however, who are already in these colo- 
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nies, were found to be laboriously engaged, both in 
the regular discharge of their duties to the several 
congregations more particularly committed to their 
care, and also in occasional ministrations to remote 
settlements, as frequently as circumstances would 
admit. 

“ It is an unhappy mistake,” the Bishop remarks 
on this point, “but prevalent in England, and one 
which doubtless has diminished the resources of the 
Society, to suppose that the labours of our clergy 
are not of a missionary character. In the neighbour- 
hood of the towns there are settlements which cannot 
be visited with effect, unless the missionary is ready 
to endure all the toils and privations to which primi- 
tive professors were subject. Those whom they visit 
are often as much without God in the world, as the 
remote tribes who have never heard the sounds of 
salvation."—As a proof of the happy results with 
which these visits have been blessed, and of the value 
attached to the services of the missionaries, the Com- 
mittee beg to bring under the notice of the meeting 
the instance of Sherbrooke, a new settlement of dis- 
banded soldiers, in the midst of a forest, accessible 
only by a horse-road, and visited once in every month 
by the missionary resident at Chester, from which it 
is distant twenty miles. “ Here”, says the Bishop, 
“I was greatly surprised and gratified at the rapid 
improvement which in ten years had formed this 
place into a beautiful settlement. When Mr. Shreve 
first proposed the building of a church here, a few 


years ago, I considered the attempt romantic, and, 
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fearing a total failure, I discouraged the undertaking. 
He was however better acquainted with the zeal of 
these poor settlers, and persevered. He obtained 
fifty pounds from Sir John Sherbrooke, whose name 
the settlement bears; the Society was pleased to 
add another fifty pounds; and as soon as Sir James 
Kempt received a favourable report from me, His Ex- 
cellency allotted another fifty pounds. The result is, 
an uncommonly neat church, beautifully situated on 
a hill that overlooks a fine lake, and completely 
finished and painted, with the exception of the pews, 
which are yet to be made. I left the place highly 


] 


gratified with the good principle which was mani- 


fested. Nor was it possible to refle Ct. without much 
feeling, that this scene of civilization, and religious 
as well as natural improvement, was only ten years 
ago a trackless wilderness.” 

Throughout the diocese the number of persons 
confirmed amounted to four thousand three hundred 
and sixty-seven. ‘The bishop traversed, by sea and 
land, five thousand miles. Forty-four churches were 
consecrated, and arrangements were made for the 
erection of many more. 

The National Schools at Halifax and St. John’s, 


under the protection of the Society, continue to 


flourish, and afford ample proofs of the excellence of 


the system. Numerous masters have received in- 
struction in these central establishments, and are in- 
troducing this powerful instrument of education with 


success into the most remote parts of the colonies. 


The Reports made to the Society of the state of 
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religion in Newfoundland are as satisfactory as the 
limited means which they have had it in their power to 
employ m that island would allow them to expect. 
In the course of last summer, Archdeacon Costar vi- 
sited most of the Missionary stations, and beheld the 
happy effects of a regular ministry; not confined to 
those stations, but extended also to other and distant 
places, where the people, encouraged by the hope of 
an occasional visit from a Missionary, had made the 
greatest personal exertions, and pecuniary sacrifices, 
for the erection of places of worship. Still the in- 
adequacy of the present religious establishments to the 
necessities of a scattered population is severely felt : 
and the only remedy for it within the reach of the 
Society is found in the services of lay readers, a useful 
and respectable class of men, who frequently unite to 
this character the office of schoolmaster. 

The Bishop’s full occupation elsewhere prevented 
him from visiting Newfoundland during the last sea- 
son: but the blessing of God will, it is hoped, enable 
him this year to realize his intention of minutely in- 
specting this important part of his jurisdiction, and 
particularly of instituting a careful inquiry into the 
state of the Society's schools. 

In their notice of the Diocese of Quebec, your Com- 
mittee are compelled to be very brief: but the y re- 
gret this the less, inasmuch as what has been observed 
of the adjoining diocese, is generally applicable to 
this; and for particular information they must again 
refer to the documents which will be printed for 


general circulation. Animated by a kindred spirit 
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with that of his brother Bishop, Dr. Stewart has, 
during the last summer, visited a great part of the 
two extensive provinces under his charge; and has 
entered into a close, and, under all the circum- 
stances, a very satisfactory examination of their re- 
ligious state. The number of candidates for confirm- 
ation, when compared with that of the Protestant in- 
habitants, attests at once the good disposition of the 
people, and the fidelity of their spiritual guides. 

A considerable accession, it will be found, has 
been recently made to the Missionary establishment in 
these provinces : but it must not be concealed, that a 
much greater addition is rendered necessary by the 
rapid increase of the population; an addition unhap- 
pily beyond the reach of the Society’s resources to 
command. ‘This is a matter of special importance at 
the present time, when a plan for emigration, upon 
a large scale, to the British colonies, particularly the 
Canadas, is known to be under the consideration of 
Parliament. However wise, and even necessary, such 
a measure may be, with reference to objects of a mere- 
ly temporal and political nature, yet, when regarded 
in a religious point of view, how defective, or worse 
than defective, must it appear, if unaccompanied by a 
corresponding provision for the spiritual necessities 
of the emigrants! How pitiable must be the condi- 
tion of those settlers, who, by their removal from their 
native land, are at once cut off from access to that 
sound religious instruction of which they have never 
known the want before; and from the use of those 


divine ordinances, which they have long been accus- 
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tomed to venerate, as the means of grace, and the 
sources of comfort! To prevent an evil so grievous, 
the Society will feel itself bound to employ all the 
means in its power, as well by appeals to public be- 
nevolence as by representations to His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment. ‘There is room indeed for hoping that the 
provision, which was made more than thirty years 
ago, by a reserve of lands for the maintenance of an 
adequate religious establishment in the Canadas,—but 
which has hitherto, from the peculiar circumstances of 
that country, been of little use, —will,at novery distant 
e accomplishine nt of the 


charitable purpose for which it was granted. But in 


‘iod. | ee 
period, become availabie to tl 


how great a degree will that purpose be frustrated, 
if, in the mean time, the “ people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge”, and their offspring suffered to 
grow up in a state of moral and religious darkness ; 
without any principle of godliness to control the vi- 
cious propensities of nature; without any hght from 
heaven “ to guide their feet into the way of peace”! 
The Committee cannot close their report upon this 
division of the Society’s operations, without express- 
ing their earnest hope, that, though it records only 
the quiet course of a regularly-flowing beneficence ; 
though it commemorates no planting of the cross on 
ground entirely new, and scarce any triumph of the 
Gospel over professed heathenism ; it will not on that 
account be deemed the less teresting or important. 
They trust it will never be forgotten, that the first 
obligation of Christian benevolence is to administer 


to the necessities of Christians; and that to prevent 
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those who have once been “of the household of faith” 


from becoming again “ strangers to the covenant of 
promise”, is a work by no means less charitable or 
momentous than to bring new converts within the 
pale of the Gospel. And they beg it may be consi- 
dered, how heavy a reproach the Society would incur, 
if—until others take this work out of their hands— 
they should withdraw their aid from those poor Trans- 
atlantic colonists, who have long been accustomed to 
receive it with a thankfulness not to be described ; 
and should leave them to fall a prey to atheism or 
infidelity, to be enslaved by superstition, or bewild- 


ered by fanaticism. 


In turning to the affairs of India, your Committee 
cannot but again advert, with feelings of inexpressible 
regret, to the loss which this Society and the whole 
Christian world has sustained by the death of Bishop 
Heber. To delineate the character of that accom- 
plished prelate, and to record his short but brilliant 
career as Governor of the Indian Church, will be- 
come in after times the province of the historian. 
On this fertile and extensive field your Committee 
will not presume to enter; but they would ill dis- 
charge their duty on this occasion if they did not bear 
a cordial and grateful testimony to the value of the 
Bishop’s labours. All the energies of his mind were 
devoted to a single object. His learning, taste, and 
eloquence, his piety and zeal, and that peculiar ardour 
which marked his character, were concentrated in the 


furtherance of Christianity; and every measure 








14 REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 


which appeared in his judgment conducive to that 


end was pursued in @ spirit worthy of the Apostolic 
age. His name will be handed down to posterity, 
with that of his great pre decessor, as one of the most 
distinguished in the annals of the Christian Church. 

Bishop Heber addressed a most interesting letter 
to the Society about two months before his death, 
abounding with proofs of the unceasing interest which 


he took in its welfare. Among these the active part 


taken by him in the establishment of a District Com- 
mittee at Calcutta, for promoting the general de- 
signs of the Society, holds a conspicuous place. The 


collection on that occasion amounted to thirteen thou- 
sand sicca rupees; and as the Bishop had exhorted all 
the chaplains and missionaries in the presidency and 
its provinces to preach in the Society's behalf, and 
had also written to every individual of wealth and in- 
fluence to whom he could with any propriety address 
himself, he had every reason to hope that the funds 
might be increased. 

The Committee have peculiar pleasure in reporting 
the promising state of Bishop’s College, Calcutta; 


the course of lectures is regularly pursued, and 


nothing can be more satisfactory than the progress of 


the students, nor more correct than their general de- 
portment. The Principal continues to discharge the 
duties of his office with a zeal and diligence beyond all 
praise. Between him and those two eminent prelates 
whose loss the Indian Church deplores, the most per- 
fect confidence subsisted ; both of them in their cor- 


respondence with the Soci ty, spoke of his talents, his 
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learning, his piety, and his judgment, in terms of the 


highest respect and regard. And when we consider, 
in how great a degree the prosperity and efficiency of 
an infant Missionary College must depend upon the 
character and conduct of its first head, it will appear 
that the Society has great reason to look back with 
satisfaction upon the choice which consigned the go- 
vernment of Bishop’s College to the care of Dr. Mill. 

Nor has the Society been less happy in the ‘selection 
of the Professors. ‘The Reports received from these 
gentlemen exhibit their abilities and assiduity in the 
most favourable light, and afford the clearest evidence 
that the institution is (to the extent of its present means) 
in full activity and usefulness. But the same documents 
shew too plainly the insufficiency of those means, and 
the absolute necessity of increased assistance from the 
public, to enable the Society to meet the heavy 
charges which they are about to incur by a very con- 
siderable enlargement of its buildings. 

The Committee have, however, great pleasure in 
announcing that the amount of subscriptions to the 
funds of the College, which have lately been made in 
the three presidencies, evinces a rapidly increasing in- 
terest in the welfare of the institution. 

That the College would eventually obtain the hearty 
support of the European inhabitants of India, the So- 
ciety never doubted ; but they have recently learned, 
with a satisfaction not unmixed with surprise, that a 
Hindoo gentleman has become an annual subscriber 
to the College to the amount of four hundred rupees 


a circumstance which they hail as a symptom of the 
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decline of native prejudice, and an omen of co-opera- 
tion from a quarter to which the most sanguine mind 
would hardly have ventured to look for aid. 

Still, however, the main support of the institu- 
tion must be derived from Europe. Not less than 
three thousand pounds would be required to com- 
plete the buildings, even on the present scale; and 
as the Society has resolved to enlarge the College, a 
much greater expenditure must be contemplated: to 
this point your Committee are most anxious to call 
the attention of the public. Bishop Heber has ex- 
pressly said (and his statement is amply confirmed by 
the Principal of the College), that the “ same estab- 
lishment which now serves for ten pupils, may without 
any material increase of expense serve for many more 
than the building will now hold.” The hall, the 
chapel, the library, and the printing-house are already 
on such a scale as would do no discredit to an 
European university. There are three professors and 
five native teachers; an establishment abundantly suffi- 
cient for the education of forty students. ‘“ And if”, 
adds the Bishop, “ we had any thing like that num- 
ber, the endowments or monthly payments of each 
particular student would far more than make up for 
the increased expense which his diet and clothing 
would bring upon.us, while the College would present 
a spectacle illustrious to Asia and to the world; and 
the talents and the distinguished learning of the pro- 
fessors whom the Society has sent, would make them- 
selves felt in their effects, I will not say from the 
Indus to the Ganges, but, as appearances now indi- 
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eate, from Jerusalem to the farthest limits to which 
British arms, or commerce, or enterprise, have made 
the East accessible to us.” 

The value of the College has been so justly appre- 
ciated in the island of Ceylon, that a sum of six hun- 
dred pounds has already been raised in that poor 
colony for the purpose of founding a Cingalese exhi- 
bition. It is intended that the student who may be 
appointed to this exhibition, should qualify- himself 
for holy orders as one of his Majesty’s Colonial chap- 
lains, and should at the same time act as a teacher of 
the Cingalese language to such students as might be 
destined to supply the mission in that country. This 
measure originated with Bishop Heber, and was, in 
his opinion, the most likely method of raising up by 
degrees a body of well-educated parochial clergy from 
among the Cingalese and Tamul teachers in that part 
of his diocese. 

It is, perhaps, well known to the Society, that 
there is a large and wealthy population of Armenian 
Christians scattered through the mercantile cities of 
the east, and in general very advantageously distin- 
guished by their moral and religious habits. To sup- 
ply the spiritual wants of these communities, and to 
collect the alms by which the Mother Churches in 
their own country are in a great degree supported, 
the patriarchs of Jerusalem send round from time to 
time some of their suffragans, with commissions not 
very unlike those borne by the nuntios of the court of 
Rome. Bishop Heber met with three of those iti- 
nerant prelates in different parts of India: they had 
the appearance and reputation of holy and humble men, 
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and were extremely well disposed, like the majority 
of their clergy and laity, to think favourably of the 
doctrine and ritual of the English Church. One of 
them consigned to the Bishop’s care a very promising 
young man, Mesrop David by name, who was a re- 
lation of his own, and a deacon in attendance on him- 
self, being anxious to obtain for him the advantage 
of education at Bishop’s College, in the English 
language and in western literature. The Bishop, 
with the concurrence of the College Council, very rea- 
dily accepted the charge. He was sensible, indeed, 
that the admission of such an inmate was not then 
strictly regular : but he thought that it would tend to 
“make the Malayalim youth desirous of the same ad- 
vantages, and that it would conduce to the honour of 
the English Church, and to the general interests of 
Christianity.” So completely does the Society concur 
in this opinion, that it has not only sanctioned the 
admission of this Armenian deacon, but has resolved 
to receive into the college in future, as foundation 
scholars, two students in divinity, being members of 
foreign episcopal Churches not in subordination to 
the See of Rome. 

The means of doing this have been furnished by a 
donation of two thousand pounds from the venerable 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, in addi- 
tion to its original grant of five thousand pounds to- 
wards the building of the College, and a further sum c* 
six thousand pounds for the foundation of five scholar- 
ships, to be named after its first visitor, Bishop Mid- 
dleton, and for the support of a Tamul teacher, with 
special reference to the Missions of Southern India. 
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Nor can the Committee pass over in silence the muni- 
ficent assistance which other Societies have afforded 
to this institution. The Church Missionary Society 
having in the first instance contributed five thousand 
pounds to the building, has made two subsequent 
grants of one thousand pounds each, and has recently 
expressed its intention of contributing annually to the 
same amount. Assistance has also been afforded the 
College by the British and Foreign Bible Society, by 
a liberal grant of two thousand pounds, to be ex- 
pended in the translation and distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

The proceedings of the Society’s Missionaries in 
India keep pace with the expectations held out in the 
last report. ‘The Bishop paid a visit to Chinsurah, 
and was abundantly gratified by Mr. Morton’s dili- 
gence, and by the encouraging aspect of affairs in 
that station. 

Mr. Tweddle succeeds Mr. Morton at Tallygunge ; 
but the Bishop was purposing to remove him to a 
more important sphere of action among the Garrows, 
a numerous and warlike race of barbarians, who in 
habit the mountains between Assam and the eastern 
provinces of Bengal. Their ferocity has been so far 
subdued by the power of the British arms, and orde1 
is so maintained by the firmness and ability of Mr. 
Scott, the political agent at Assam, that a Missionary 
may now reside in safety among them. They ar 
anxious to acquire the habits and arts of their con- 
querors, and, being free from the prejudice of caste, 
they seem to present a very promising field for thi 


labours of an active and judicious Missionary. 
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Of Mr. Christian’s exertions and prospects at Bha- 
galpoor, very encouraging reports have been received. 
He has lately undertaken a laborious journey among 
the Paharree tribes, in the course of which he was ex- 
posed to great hardship and personal danger. He 
might have performed the journey with greater ease 
and security by accompanying the collector of the 
district ; but in “the modest and disinterested spirit 
which forms a conspicuous part of his character, he 
declined the offer, apprehending that the bustle 
and parade attending an official progress would inter- 
fere with his means of obtaining access to the people, 
and with the discharge of those lowly duties to which 
he had devoted himself.” 

Such is Bishop Heber’s testimony to the character 
of Mr. Christian: and Professor Craven speaks of him 
in the following passage, as one of the most efficient 
Missionaries in India. ‘“ That we have accomplished 
nothing hitherto in the way of conversion calculated 
to satisfy the expectations of unbounded zeal, which, 
intent only on the object, overlooks the impediments 
in the way of its accomplishment, will not appear sur- 
prising to the Society I have the happiness to serve, 
who can discern between the soberness of truth and 
the mere creations of a distempered imagination. 
Yet, whatever is possible, under the blessing of God, 
to humble piety and unremitting zeal, guided by dis- 
cretion, is now attempted by one of the Society’s 
Missionaries, Mr. Christian, who is at present among 
the Paharrees, or mountain tribes near Ragmahle.” 

The Committee will now advert to the interesting 


accounts which have been received of the state of 
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those ancient Missions in the south of India, the care 
of which has been transferred to this Society by the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

These Missions were visited by the late Bishop 
Heber, immediately before his death, and his opinion 
of their present state, together with many important 


4 


suggestions for their extension and improvement, has 
been communicated to the Society by his Lordship’s 
domestic chaplain, the Rev. T. Robinson. “ At Vepery”, 


gentleman, “ the Bishop visited the Mis- 


says that g 
sionary establishment, examined all the schools, and 
addressed the children and other Christians who were 
assembled. His Lordship’s sentiments respecting the 
general conduct of that Mission, and his admiration of 
the order and arrangement that prevailed there, under 
those venerable and excellent men, Dr. Rotter and 
Mr. Haubroe, who preside over it, were publicly 
expressed at a meeting of the District Committee, 
previously to his departure from Madras. He had 
at that time, though he had visited several native con- 
eregations in the north of India and Ceylon, seen no- 
thing that gave him so much pleasure, or that ap- 
peared to him so full of hope. 

Upon his arrival at Tanjore, the Mission and for a 


lone time the residence of Swartz, Bishop Heber 


eo 


spoke in still stronger terms of the effects produced by 


the labours of that venerable man and his successors. 
Again and again he said “ here is the strength of the 
Christian cause in India; it would indeed be a griey- 
ous and heavy sin, if England and all the agents of its 
bounty do not nourish and support these churches.” 


. 
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Great progress has been recently made in translat 
ing the scriptures and liturgy into the oriental Jan- 
guages. Mr. Robinson, the late Bishop’s chaplain, 
is proceeding with his Persian translation of the Old 
Testament, a task for which he is eminently qualified, 
and has already completed the Pentateuch. With a 
view to facilitate this work he has been permitted to 
reside in Bishop’s College ; and the Supreme Govern- 
ment has appointed him to a chaplaincy in the Pre- 
sidency of Bengal. An Armenian version of the li- 
turgy of the Church of England has also been executed 
by Mr. Ardale, which is under the revision of com- 
petent persons, some of them men of dignity and 
station in the Armenian Church. There is therefore 
every reason to hope that a faithful translation of our 
liturgy, in this venerable language of eastern Christen- 
dom, will soon issue from the College press. It may 
be interesting to this meeting to be informed, that it 
was the intention of Bishop Heber, had it pleased 
Providence to spare his life, to have enriched this pub- 
lication with a brief history of the Church of England. 

A favourable report has been received of the state 
of the Society’s schools in the neighbourhood of Cal- 
cutta; a most important feature of the system, by 
which the knowledge of true religion is to be im- 
parted to the people of India. Sixteen schools are 
supported in that district, containing 1280 native 
boys, “ who are receiving from the Society the bless- 
ings of education, and imbibing principles of order and 
morality.” 

“ These boys, in quickness of apprehension and 
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facility in learning, would not suffer from compari- 
son with boys of the same age in Europe. Added to 
this, there is in them a readiness and even desire 
to be instructed, beyond what is commonly found in 
our own country. Besides the usual class books, 
others of a religious nature are read in the schools ; in 
particular, Watts’s Catechism, and Selections from the 
Bible in Bengalli and English. Though books of the 
latter character were formerly received with consider- 
able caution and dislike, there is now not the slightest 
objection to the perusal of them. How encouraging 
is the knowledge of this fact, when it is remembered 
that not many years ago, it was scarcely possible to 
persuade the natives to send their children to school to 
be instructed even on their own plan! It is some- 
what remarkable, that a large portion of the boys who 
attend these schools, are the sons of Mussulman pa- 
rents, though the language exclusively taught there 
is Bengalli, the vernacular tongue of the Hindus. 
Some few of the older boys are instructed in English, 
which language there is a prevailing desire to learn ; 
but the privilege of bemg taught it is usually held out 
as an encouragement and reward to industry and good 
conduct. ‘The monthly expense of supporting all these 
schools is about six hundred sicca rupees. 

“ An attempt has been made to establish schools 
for girls, which has been attended with success. A 
few have been collected at each school, which, con- 
sidering the state of bondage in which females are held 
in India, and the superstitious objections which exist 
to giving them instruction, holds out the most flatter- 


ing encouragement for future times.” 
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Professor Craven expresses his regret, that, from 
the want of Missionaries, the Cossipore circle of schools 
is of necessity placed under the care of a layman. 
“ The ministers of religion”, he says, “ are regarded 
by the lower order of people with superstitious re- 
verence”, and consequently the work of education 
among them, if conducted solely by laymen, is defi- 
cient in one main principle of success. It is deeply 
to be lamented that the Society is not able to place a 
Missionary wherever his services may be required. 

In conclusion; the Committee would again earnestly 
entreat the attention of the public to the documents, 
particularly the letters, which will be appended to this 
Report. The claims of the Society upon every one 
who has the cause of religion at heart, and especially 
upon the members of the Church of England, are of 
such a kind, that to be admitted they need only be 
understood. If, on the one hand, the communication 
of Gospel light to those who are walking in darkness 
and the shadow of death, and, on the other, the con- 
version of nominal into real believers, be objects 
worthy of Christian zeal and Christian liberality ; if 
the doctrines and worship of our Church be dear 
to those who have been trained up in them from then 
earliest years ; if from those to whom much has been 
given, much will also be required ; and if this country, 
above all others, has reason to rejoice in the perfect 
law of liberty, with all its privileges, and aids, and 
means of grace; then surely from this country may a 
Society such as this expect to receive not languid, 
and scanty, and partial, but cordial, and bountiful 


and general support. 








REGULATIONS. 


Au. persons making a donation to the Society of 
Twenty Guineas or upwards in any one year, or sub- 
scribing One Guinea or more annually, Clergymen 
subscribing Half-a-guinea annually, and all persons 
collecting not less than Five Pounds annually, become 
Contributing and Associated Members, and from them 
the vacancies which from time to time may occur in the 
Corporate Body will be filled up by ballot. 

Contributing and Associated Members are entitled 
to the Annual Report and other publications of the 
Society. 





Applications having been frequently made to the 
Secretary for directions in the formation of Diocesan, 
District, and Parochial Committees, the following or- 
der of proceedings, in cases to which it is applicable, 


is recommended : 


1. That the Bishop of the Diocese be requested to 
accept the office of President. 


2. That the Nobility and principal Gentry of the 
District, who are friendly to the Society’s objects, and 
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the dignitaries of the Church, if any in the neighbour- 
hood, be requested to accept the office of Vice-Presi- 
dents. 


3. That a Treasurer and Secretary be appointed. 
4. That all persons subscribing 10s. 6d. annually, 


or collecting #5 in one year, be members of the Com- 
mittee. 





5. That the Subscriptions for the year be made due 
at Michaelmas, in order to their being remitted to the 
Assistant-Secretary, and received at the Society’s Of- 
fice, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, before 


the following Christmas. 








FORM OF A LEGACY 


TO THIS SOCIETY. 


ITEM, I give to Tue INcorPoraTeD Society for 
the PROPAGATION of the GosPEL in ForEIGN Parts, 
the sum of 

to be raised and paid by and out of all my ready 
money, plate, goods, and personal effects, which by 
law I may or can charge with payment of the same 
[ And not out of any part of my Lands, Tenements, 
or Hereditaments], and to be applied towards carry- 
ing on the charitable purposes for which the said So- 
ciety was incorporated. 





The Rev. ANtHony Hamiuton, M.A. St. Mar- 
tin’'s Library, Castle Street, Leicester Square, is 
their SECRETARY; to whom all Letters on the So- 
ciety’s business are to be directed. 


The Rev. H. B. Winson, D.D. 77, Great Queen 
Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, is their Assistant SE- 
CRETARY and REcEIVER; to whom all Remittances 
are to be made, and Communications addressed rela- 
tive to the Accounts of the Diocesan and District 
Committees. 
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James Heywoop Markwanp, Esq., Temple, is 
their TREASURER ; to whom all Legacies are to be 
paid. 


Mr. Witu1am Hoare, 42, Castle Street, Leices- 
ter Square, is their MessENGER and CoLLEcTor. 


G. Woodfall, Printer, Angel Court, Skinner Street, London. 

















